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Multiple Road Disturbances
Anticipated in Fanwood

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council at their
agenda meeting Monday night dis-
cussed several “road disturbances”
that are ongoing in the municipality.

Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos reported to the gov-
erning body that “the 2016 Road Pro-
gram has been completed” but that
paving on South Avenue needs to be
finished and the plans for work on
Madison Avenue need to be submit-
ted.

In regards to Poplar Place, Mr.
Panagopoulos told the mayor and
council “they are scheduled to start
this week” and assured them he would
be following up to make sure the
work is on schedule. The work is
estimated to be completed in “six to
eight weeks.”

Mr. Panagopoulos further reported
that American Water is working on
Phase II of its project on North Av-
enue. The estimated time for comple-
tion of work is the end of August. The
borough is planning its own paving
project and is preparing to go out to

bid with a 60-day settling period re-
quested by the water company. The
estimated start time is October.

Elizabethtown Gas, as reported by
Mr. Panagopoulos, will hold off pav-
ing Poplar Place until the borough
completes the new curbs on Shady
Lane. The estimated time for the start
of paving on Poplar Avenue is Sep-
tember.

“Last week we received a packet of
new roads” that Elizabethtown Gas
plans to work on in district seven,
tentatively in the fall/winter of 2017,
Mr. Panagopoulos told council mem-
bers. Mr. Panagopoulos commented
that, “It’s a lot of disturbance in a little
area.”

Mayor Mahr and council members
discussed their concerns related to
the upheaval of newly paved roads
while Mr. Panagopoulos assured the
governing body that Elizabethtown
Gas would be responsible for re-pave-
ment as needed and would need to
complete the re-pavement within a
three- to five-year period.

Mayor Mahr told council mem-
bers, “I’m more concerned with the
condition of these roads” and recom-
mended that there be a public meet-
ing for residents addressing the mul-
tiple road, curb and sidewalk projects
taking place.

In other business, Elizabeth Jeffery,
president of EJ Economic Develop-
ment Advisors LLC, gave council
members a development and busi-
ness update.

Ms. Jeffery reported that planning
is underway for a residential project
for 105 South Avenue. Permits have
been issued for Frank’s Auto Body
expansion and a construction con-
tract for public plaza expansion has
been awarded to A Team Concrete.

Additionally, 35 Second Street and
15 South Avenue are under construc-
tion. Fanwood Eye Care is a new
business that opened in August and
Monk’s Home Improvement has
signed a lease in the Fanwood Cross-
ing space across from Mara’s Café.

EXPERIENCED LEADER...Joseph Rodrigues, second from left, of the Scotch Plains Fire Department was sworn in as the
new battalion chief  at Tuesday night’s township council meeting. He took the oath of the new position with this family at his
side. Battalion Chief Rodrigues is a major in the United States Marine Corps. reserves where he served as the officer in charge
of Marine Security Forces at the U.S. Embassy in Tripoli, Libya.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOR A GOOD CAUSE...The Marine Color Guard stands at attention at the start
of the annual Knights in the Woods motorcycle ride held on Sunday at the
Deutscher Club in Clark.  The event is sponsored by the Blue Knights New Jersey
III Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club and benefits The Valerie Fund.

Evan Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING FOR PRODUCE...This gentleman checks out the watermelons at
Saturday’s Farmers’ Market at the municipal parking lot on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Cranford Seeking to Amend
Afford. Housing Judgment

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The Township of
Cranford has filed a motion for leave
to amend a judgment of compliance
and repose and related relief with the
Superior Court of New Jersey Law
Division of Union County in regards
to the Mount Laurel lawsuit filed by
Cranford Development Associates,
a.k.a. S. Hekemian Group.

The township’s attorney, Jeffrey R.
Surenian and Associates, on Friday,
September 1, at 9 a.m., is to move for
an order granting relief on the follow-
ing items, according to the motion:

Granting leave to amend the
township’s round three judgment of
compliance and repose, dated May
22, 2013; directing the court ap-
pointed special master to review the
township’s initial realistic develop-
ment potential and crediting analysis
and to assist the township in finaliz-
ing the same; directing the township
to provide the special master with a
preliminary plan of how it intends to
address its unmet need without preju-
dice to any legal position on unmet
need that it may have; directing the
special master to notify the township
in writing if she has determined that
the township’s plan to address the
unmet need is satisfactory; directing
the township, immediately after re-
ceiving written notice from the spe-
cial master to commence the process
of amending its approved Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan utilizing
the procedures, deadline, and notice
provisions.

Cranford, in its support documents
to the motion, states some circum-

stances in its affordable-housing plan
have changed and is seeking an
amendment to reflect those changed
circumstances. They include a reduc-
tion in affordable units on the 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue property,
credits for deed restrictions on
inclusionary sites and group home
credits, a rezoning request by Hartz
Mountain Industries at 750 Walnut
Avenue, and the possible redevelop-
ment of land along North Avenue.
The township also is seeking the court
to determine its realistic development
potential.

Cranford is stating it has met its
realistic development potential and
has exceeded it through its reassess-
ment of Mount Laurel credits. The
township states it has a surplus of 44
credits, as well as an additional 60,
age-restricted units.

According to a report prepared by
the Fair Share Housing Center dated
April 12, 2017, the Fair Share Hous-
ing Center lists Cranford as in need of
410 low and moderate affordable-
housing units.

According to the judgment of com-
pliance and repose, dated May 22,
2013, the court states that the
township’s fair share housing obliga-
tion is comprised of 55 units, along
with a prior round need of 138 units,
plus another five units.

The township’s Housing Plan Ele-
ment and Fair Share Housing plan,
adopted in 2013, and prepared by the
now defunct Birdsall Service Group,
sets forth a plan to satisfy those units
outlined in the judgment of compli-
ance and repose, and the plan is set to
expire year end 2018.

Scotch Plains Council Swears in
New Fire Dept. Battalion Chief

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the be-
ginning of the township council
meeting held Tuesday, Joseph
Rodrigues was sworn in as the new
battalion chief of the Scotch Plains
Fire Department. He took the oath
of the new position with his family
at his side.

Battalion Chief Rodrigues is a
major in the United States Marine
Corps Reserves, where he served as
the officer in charge of Marine Se-
curity Forces at the U.S. Embassy
in Tripoli, Libya. It also has been
reported that he is a graduate of the
United States Marine Corps Com-

mand and Staff College and had
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Economics from Loyola University
in Maryland.

In other business, two resolutions
were unanimously passed for match-
ing grant applications from Union
County. The first was to submit a
matching grant application for
Terrill Middle School field improve-
ments as part of the Kids Recre-
ation Program sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. The second is to sub-
mit an application for improvements
to the recreation facility, also spon-
sored by the Freeholders.

In other business, an ordinance
was passed upon unanimous ap-
proval to designate Senger Place in
Scotch Plains as not a through street
in the township. This action, Deputy
Mayor Llewellyn Jones explained,
will allow police vehicles extra
parking. It will restrict drivers to
pass through the street. A previous
traffic ordinance had slated Senger
Place as a street that cars could
“pass through.”

In other business, Township Man-
ager Alexander Mirabella an-
nounced that there was a delay in
the mailing of tax bills. He further

noted that the tax bills were sched-
uled to be mailed by August 4 and
that the third quarter grace period
has been extended to Wednesday,
August 30.

It also was announced that the
27th annual Mayor’s Gala has been
set for Friday, December 8, from 6
to 11:30 p.m., at the Shackamaxon
Country Club. Honorees include
Paulette Coronato for female vol-
unteer, Vincent Losavio for male
volunteer and Pamela and Rich
Duthie for a couple volunteering.
The cost is $85 per person.

Finally, Mr. Mirabella, in addi-
tion to Mayor Al Smith, noted that
the paving improvements that were
made throughout the township over
the summer were finished. Both men
stated that the paving that was done
saved the township thousands of
dollars because it was done “in
house” through the Department of
Public Works (DPW) instead of hav-
ing to go to an outside vendor. All
members of the council acknowl-
edged the work of the DPW.

The next council business meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 19, at 7 p.m., in the council
chambers of the municipal building
on Park Avenue.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALKING POLITICS…Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones, left, chats
with Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, right, and Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli, center, at the ninth annual Union County Republican Committee
barbecue held Monday night at the home of Union County GOP Chairman Glenn
Mortimer in Mountainside.

‘Bestfield’ Town Council
Talks Small Town, Big Spirit

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Around every
corner awaits adventure, or in this
case, a rock. The Town of Westfield
has started a “Bestfield Rocks” ini-
tiative in support of the national
kindness initiative. Town members
have been painting, hiding and shar-
ing rocks all over town to promote
spirit and to show that Westfield
“rocks.”

At the Westfield Town Council
meeting Tuesday, Chief Spirit Of-
ficer Meaghan Murphy announced
that the Bestfield Initiative has
reached more than 1,000 Facebook
followers and has a new tag line:
small town, big spirit.

“The spirit is sort of catching fire
and other towns are getting in-
volved,” Ms. Murphy said.

Surrounding towns are trying to
start up their own spirit tag lines
such as “Cooler in Cranford” and
“Gargood” for Garwood.

Bestfield Day will be observed
on Thursday, September 14, when

the town will partner with Athleta
and the Boys and Girls Club. Any-
one who brings a backpack for the
Boys and Girls Club will receive 25
percent off at Athleta. There also
will be a book signing for Laurie
Gelman’s book, “Class Mom,” to
support the Town Bookstore.

Additionally, those who mention
“Bestfield” at Patricia & Paul Arti-
sans of Fine Oils and Balsamics,
Woof Gang Bakery and Grooming
or Club Pilates Westfield will re-
ceive special discounts for the month
of August.

In other business, it was revealed
that the road paving program in-
cludes 24 roads and is well under-
way. Most of the roads will be com-
pleted in September and October,
but school roads will be completed
sooner.

“We do have some school-sensi-
tive streets, which will be done be-
fore school starts,” Councilman
Kenneth Donnelly said.

Currently, work is being done on
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