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News From Trenton...
Legislation to enhance security in

New Jersey’s schools and better protect
students and teachers from potential
threats was recently signed into law.

The new law creates the New Jersey
School Safety Specialist Academy in
the Department of Education to serve
as a central office for best practices,
training standards, and compliance
oversight in all matters related to school
safety and security, including preven-
tion and intervention efforts, and emer-
gency preparedness planning.

The academy will provide free on-
going professional development on
national and state best practices, as
well as the most current resources on
school safety and security, assume a
lead role in setting the vision for school
safety and security and provide a coor-
dinated and interdisciplinary approach
to providing technical assistance and
guidance to schools in the state.

Under the new law, the academy
will have to develop and implement a
School Safety Specialist Certification
Program. The program will offer free
training to newly-appointed school
safety specialists in the areas of bully-
ing, hazing, truancy, Internet safety,
emergency planning, emergency drills,
drugs, weapons, gangs and school po-
licing, and any other areas deemed
necessary. The academy also would
offer annual training sessions for cer-
tified school safety specialists.

The law now directs each school
district superintendent to designate a
school administrator to be school
safety specialist for the district. The
school safety specialist also would
serve as the school district liaison
with local law enforcement and na-
tional, state, and community agen-
cies and organizations in matters of
school safety and security.

The bill was approved by the As-
sembly in June, 73 to 2. It was signed
into law on July 21.

* * * * *

Governor Chris Christie has signed
legislation sponsored by Assembly-
woman Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st,
Summit) increasing penalties for
deaths caused by drunk drivers. Ralph
& David’s Law, named for two drunk
driving victims, establishes a third-
degree crime called strict liability
vehicular homicide.

 “The punishment will fit the crime
with this new law,” said Asw. Muñoz
said. “A drunk driver behind the wheel
puts lives in danger. There will be a
severe price to pay if they kill someone.”

The penalty for a crime of the third
degree is three to five years in prison,
a fine up to $15,000, or both. The law
removes the presumption of non-im-
prisonment for first-time offenders.

 David Heim was 13 years old in
2004 when he was run over and killed
by a drunk driver who was sentenced
to only 30 days in jail.

Ralph Politi Jr. was a young busi-
nessman who was struck and fatally
injured by an intoxicated driver who

swerved on to the shoulder in 2012.
The driver was acquitted of first-de-
gree aggravated manslaughter and
second-degree vehicular manslaugh-
ter.

* * * * *
A joint resolution sponsored by

Assembly Republicans commemorat-
ing the 95th anniversary of the first
graduating class of New Jersey’s State
Police, has received the governor’s
signature.Herbert Norman
Schwarzkopf, a West Point graduate,
was appointed as the agency’s first
superintendent on July 1, 1921. Its
success is attributed to his vision for
expanding the state police’s mission
beyond the apprehension of
criminals.The joint resolution com-
memorates the establishment and ser-
vice of the New Jersey State Police
and celebrates the 95th anniversary
of its first graduating class.

* * * * *

In recognition of World Hepatitis
Day, the New Jersey Department of
Health is joining the World Health
Alliance (WHA) and the World Health
Organization (WHO) to raise aware-
ness about the global burden of viral
hepatitis.Viral hepatitis is inflamma-
tion of the liver caused by a virus. The
most common types are hepatitis A, B
and C — three different contagious
liver infections caused by unrelated
viruses. Hepatitis A typically occurs
in an “acute” or time-limited form,
while hepatitis B and C can develop
into a life-long, chronic illness.In
2016, there were 74 hepatitis A cases
reported, 59 acute hepatitis B cases
and 227 newly-identified chronic
hepatitis B cases. There were also
122 acute hepatitis C cases and 8,006
chronic hepatitis C cases reported.

The CDC recommends that every-
one born from 1945 to 1965 get a
blood test for hepatitis C. People
born during these years are five times
more likely to be infected and ac-
count for more than three out of
every four Americans living with
hepatitis C.

* * * * *
Legislation to establish a deadline

for the issuance of determination no-
tices to applicants for unemployment
benefits was recently signed into law.
The new law requires the Division of
Unemployment and Temporary Dis-
ability Insurance in the Department
of Labor and Workforce Develop-
ment to make the initial determina-
tion of a claim for unemployment
benefits and notify the claimant no
later than three weeks from the date
when the claim is received. Under
previous law, such a determination
must be made “promptly” but no time
period is specified.

The Assembly passed the measure
in February, 66 to 4. The bill was
signed into law on July
21.                                      

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
PROMOTED...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen, Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados, and Freeholders
Angel G. Estrada, Bette Jane Kowalski and Alexander Mirabella join Union County Public Safety Director Andrew Moran
and Union County Police Chief Chris Debbie in congratulating Lieutenant Robert Kreisberg, Lieutenant George Allard,
Sergeant Homero Almanzar, Sergeant Brian Evans and Detective Deanna Lynn on their promotions to their new respective
ranks at a ceremony in Mountainside.

AG Awards Grants
In Memory of Summit

Det. Matt Tarentino
TRENTON – Attorney General

Christopher S. Porrino last week an-
nounced a total of $219,000 in grant
awards for 28 police departments
across New Jersey from the “Detec-
tive Matthew L. Tarentino Commu-
nity Policing Grant Program,” a new
program that provides grants to po-
lice departments for initiatives aimed
at fostering strong police-community
relations. The program is named in
honor of Detective Tarentino, a Sum-
mit police officer who was killed in
an auto accident on the way to work
on May 30.

In June, Attorney General Porrino
announced the new program offering
competitive grants of up to $10,000
per department for police to fund
innovative community policing ini-
tiatives in honor of Detective
Tarentino. The first round of grants,
funded with criminal forfeiture funds,
was set at $121,000, to commemo-
rate Det. Tarentino’s badge 121. How-
ever, the Attorney General increased
the funding by nearly $100,000, to
$219,122, after receiving a tremen-
dous response, with applications from
138 police departments.

Mr. Porrino also announced that a
second round of grant funding to
honor Detective Tarentino will be
offered later this year, for which de-
partments not funded in this round
may re-apply.

Funding under the grant program is
allocated to help pay for non-enforce-
ment related community engagement
activities and programs.

The Roselle Police Department’s
“Book ’Em: Read with a Cop” pro-
gram will bring law enforcement
closer together with local youth while
promoting literacy in conjunction with
the borough’s public schools and the
Roselle Public Library. Summit will
use its grant for their Coffee With A
Cop Community Affairs Program.

The Morris County Sheriff’s Of-
fice will host a barbecue this fall for
its Project Lifesaver Program, a lo-
cating/tracking service for over 100
elderly and special needs clients at
risk of wandering. The New
Brunswick Police Department dis-
tributed school backpacks to chil-
dren at 10 different locations during
National Night Out and are hosting a
annual holiday party where toys will
be distributed to all local children
who attend.

A list of grant recipients on the
Attorney General’s webpage.

Freeholders to Hold
Special Meeting

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders will hold a special meet-
ing tonight at 7 p.m. to hear and adopt
a resolution pertaining to the county’s
bond guarantee of the Roselle Mind
and Body Complex project due to
language that was omitted in the ordi-
nance approved by the board last fall.
(Please see editorial on page 4.) The
regular agenda setting meeting will
be held at 7:30 p.m.

The
Bramnick Personal Injury Law Firm

is a family affair.

Jon
Bramnick

Anne Marie
Bramnick

Brent
Bramnick

We are proud to have 3 Bramnicks representing accident victims.
Jon Bramnick is certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a
civil trial attorney with almost 40 years of trial experience. Brent and
Anne Marie Bramnick are former county prosecutors with years of
trial experience in the Superior Court. All of our experienced trial

attorneys are prepared to meet with you 7 days a week.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-7000
www.bramnicklaw.com
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Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

How Does Low-Dose Aspirin Prevent Cancer?
   While it has been established 
that a daily low-dose (81-mil-
ligram) aspirin helps prevent 
colorectal cancer, it had not been 
known how it does so. Now, new 
research sheds light on how a low 
dose of aspirin may inhibit cancer 
cell proliferation and metastasis. 
Researchers have found that, in-
stead of working directly on the tu-
mor, aspirin has an effect on blood 
cells called “platelets.” These tiny 
cells help a body form clots that 
stop bleeding when necessary. It 
also appears that blood platelets 
increase the levels of a certain 
protein that may support cancer 
cells and help them to spread. 
However, aspirin helps suppress 
platelets’ ability to raise levels of 
this “oncoprotein” called  “c-MYC” 
that spreads the cancer.

   Aspirin has often been called 
the “wonder drug.” Like any 
over-the-counter medication, 
though, it’s important not to 
abuse aspirin and to talk to your 
doctor about the safety of tak-
ing aspirin for other ailments. 
Depending on what other pre-
scription or OTC drugs you’re 
taking, aspirin may be contrain-
dicated in your particular case. 
For more information, please 
call our pharmacy. We make it 
our business to provide you with 
complete information about your 
prescriptions, insurance cover-
age, storage instructions, and 
expiration dates.
HINT: A daily low-dose aspirin 
may help prevent cardiovascu-
lar disease in middle-aged and 
older adults. 

Cranford Police Join
‘Project Medicine Drop’

CRANFORD — Cranford Town-
ship has announced that it has joined
the Attorney General’s “Project
Medicine Drop” initiative, and has
installed a Project Medicine Drop
Box located at 8 Springfield Av-
enue, in the Municipal Building next
to the Records Bureau.

Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak said, “The installation of
the Project Medicine Drop Box makes
it easier and more convenient for the
members of our community to take an
active role in the fight against opiate
and heroin abuse, which often begins
with the abuse of prescription drugs.”

Project Medicine Drop is a com-
ponent of the New Jersey Attorney
General’s effort to stop the diversion
and abuse of prescription drugs, in-
cluding highly addictive pain kill-
ers. Through this initiative, the State
Division of Consumer Affairs in-
stalls secure “prescription drop
boxes” at police departments,
sheriff’s offices and State Police
barracks across New Jersey, allow-
ing citizens to safely dispose of their
unused, excess or expired prescrip-
tion medications.

Members of the public are in-
vited to visit the Project Medicine
Drop sites and drop off any unused
prescription medications anony-
mously and with no questions
asked. Most Project Medicine Drop
sites make this service available
24 hours a day, seven days a week,
365 days a year.

Other sites in Union County are:
Westfield Police Department, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield; Summit Po-
lice Department, 512 Springfield Av-
enue, Summit; Union County Divi-
sion of Police, 530 North Avenue East,
Westfield; Clark Police Department,
315 Westfield Avenue, Clark, and
Roselle Park Police Department, 110
East Westfield Avenue, Roselle Park.

CRANFORD IS COOL...Cranford’s Office of Business and Economic Develop-
ment has launched a new campaign, Cooler in Cranford. Business owners are
spreading the word with decals in the front window and kids Cooler in Cranford
T-shirts were handed out at events. The Downtown Cranford office encourages
the public to share pictures and thoughts about why the town is a cooler place to
live, shop, work and enjoy so many events and activities. Photos or comments can
be sent to dmc@cranfordnj.org.


