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Do Professionals See The Drawings;
The Board Answered ‘No’

I would like to give some clari-
fication and input to your article
in the August 3, 2017 edition
page 8 where I as a resident at
the July 26th Garwood planning
board (PB) meeting in the public
portion had questioned the PB
about their application process.
In my initial statement, I fully
recognized that the PB members
and the PB attny. only see the
documents days before the hear-
ing. What I then specifically ques-
tioned was if the PB profession-
als see the drawings upstream of
the hearing? I was referring to
not the PB attny., but to the
other PB professional, the zoning
officer/planner who serves the
board. Your reporter noted the
PB attnys. response, but what he
did not note was the response of
the PB to my question. To the
question of whether the profes-
sional sees the drawings up-
stream, the PB answered a stun-
ning, “no.” Anyone who had ap-
plications done in any town or
members from other towns plan-
ning boards know full well, the
answer is definitely, “yes.” Per
Garwood’s land use ordinance
106-17-A and A-2 it notes the
zoning officer has to certify the
application, and the zoning of-
ficer notifies the applicant of de-
ficiencies within 45 days. The
only way this is done, is by the
zoning officer (who is the profes-
sional of the planning board) sees
applicant documents well up-
stream before the hearing. After
the PB’s wrongheaded answer,
not a single member spoke up to
disagree with the board’s con-
sensus error. (However, in all
fairness, we need to forgive those
freshman members who serve).

In the past I have noted that
the planning board fails when it

comes to critical thinking. Here is
another failure that the public
observes. Sad fact is these are
the same people who are review-
ing high-density projects for
Garwood, and are using that as a
learning curve, and the deicision
that I’m sure they all know is
horribly irreversible. A month
ago, I had discussed with the
mayor, possibilities to disband
or reconfigure the existing plan-
ning board, to a point where he
should ask many to resign as not
to do any more damage to the
integrity of the board and its
work product. Councilman Sarno
has suggested making the board
part appointed and part elected,
which makes good sense. Maybe
even instituting term limits.

One other item that the re-
porter did cover was the PB
attorney’s response. It was ap-
parently smoke and bloviating in
an attempt to cover the PB’s
backside. Your paper’s article

Auditions for A Christmas
Carol Planned at CDC

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in
Cranford will be having auditions
for its December production of a
musical version of A Christmas
Carol. This high energy version
of A Christmas Carol, first per-
formed at Madison Square Gar-
den, is full of heart and opti-
mism. The score composed by

Alan Menken (The Little Mermaid,
Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin)
with lyrics by Lynn Ahrens (Rag-
time, Once on this Island,
Seussical).

Auditions will be held at the
CDC Theater, 78 Winans Avenue,
Cranford N.J., on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 19 at 7 p.m., Saturday,
September 23 from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Performance dates are De-
cember 8, 9, 10,14,15 and 16.
Actors are asked to please pre-
pare 32 bars of a musical theatre
song in the style of the show,
provide clearly printed and leg-
ible sheet music in a binder, (an
accompanist will be provided).
Actors should be prepared to
dance at all auditions. Female
dancers are asked to bring tap
shoes as well as regular dance
footwear.

For additional details, visit
www.cdctheatre.org.

The Shape of Things
This Weekend at CDC

CRANFORD – How far would
you go for Love? For Art?  A
special, limited engagement of
The Shape of Things at CDC The-
atre in Cranford asks just those
questions. In Neil LaBute’s fasci-
nating and surprising play, nerdy
Adam Sorenson meets Evelyn
Ann Thompson, an attractive
graduate art student, at the local
museum where he works.  His
life soon begins to take an unex-
pected turn. At Evelyn’s sugges-
tion, he gets a new hairstyle,
begins a regular exercise regi-
men, eats healthier foods,
dresses more stylishly and be-
gins to act in a more confident
and dominant manner. These
initial changes are well received

by Adam’s friend, Phillip and
Phillip’s fiancée, Jenny… at first.
Jenny takes such a liking to
Adam’s new physique that she
makes a move on Adam. From
there the play takes a surprising
turn. The Shape of Things fo-
cuses on the nature of stoicism,
art, psychopathy, intimacy, ex-
plorations of love, and people’s
willingness to do anything for
love.

The production runs today, Au-
gust 10; Friday, August 11 and
Saturday, August 12 with shows
at 8 p.m. CDC Theatre is located
at 78 Winans Ave., in Cranford,
N.J. Tickets and information can
be found by visiting
www.cdctheatre.org.
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Local Letters to the Editor
stated that he challenged my
comments, that I must mean the
taxpayers should be paying more
money to the board’s profes-
sionals. What he should realize,
since he’s been representing PB
boards for many years, is that
the applicants pay set fees for
the service of the PB application
and hearing process so the appli-
cants already pay for the proper
services of the PB, which includes
the professional review up-
stream. Therefore, he is also
proven wrong. But like a broken
clock, he could be right twice a
day when it comes to knowing
the actual upfront operations of
funding and review. He is specifi-
cally there for maintenance of
rules, the law and procedure. He
simply should have deferred to
another PB member to speak to
my question.

This is my second rebuke of this
board. There are some serious
issues that certainly need to be
addressed with our Garwood
Planning Board. Mayor and coun-
cil, are you listening?

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

CRANFORD — The Centennial
Village Group will hold its 10th
Music Fest on Saturday, Sep-
tember 16, outside of Lincoln
School, located at 132 Thomas
Street, Cranford. The event will
begin at 4 p.m., with music and
festivities lasting until 9 p.m.
Admission is free.

Members of the community are
invited to bring lawn chairs to
enjoy an evening of fun family
entertainment, featuring live
music from local artists. This
year’s Music Fest will include
music by local bands Hugo Furst
and The Lovehandles. Food from
area vendors, lawn games and
face painting also will be avail-

able, as well as a 50/50 raffle and
tricky tray fundraiser.

All proceeds will go towards
helping Centennial Village
Group’s beautification efforts in
the area.

The Centennial Village Group is
made up of volunteers dedicated
to the revitalization and beautifi-
cation of the Centennial Village
area in Cranford. In addition to
Music Fest, the group holds an
annual 5K race to raise funds for
its continual efforts to improve
the community. For more infor-
mation about the Centennial Vil-
lage and the group, visit
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
CentennialVillageGroup.

Probitas Verus Honos

Centennial Village Slates Music Fest


