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Call Today!
877.708.1121
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

YOU HAVE ALWAYS
RELIED ON EACH OTHER...

NOW YOU CAN RELY ON US.
A part of Fellowship Senior Living

One Call to Compassionate Home Care

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Custom Jewelry Designs

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Classified Ads!
When You Use Leader/Times

You’ll Always Get
The Best Results ...

SELL   RENT   HIRE   FIND 

Always Open 24 Hours!

Use goleader.com/form/classified to ...

and it’s

JULY GARDEN...The Garden Club of Westfield has announced its Garden of the
Month for July. This garden is owned by Michael and Catherine Manning of 600
Lenox Avenue. The Mannings lived in England and based their garden on ones
they saw there. It is a formal garden with a central bed of clipped boxwood framing
a planting of catmint. This, in turn, is surrounded by Spirea, colorful hydrangeas,
hosts and more catmint. All is shaded by four majestic trees.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PATRIOTIC MUSIC ...A crowd enjoys last Thursday’s Westfield Community
Concert Band, conducted by Thomas N. Connors, at The Bandstand in
Mindowaskin Park. The concert featured the band’s annual Independence Day
program.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SHOWING THEIR WESTFIELD SPIRIT...At Tuesday night’s town council
meeting, three businesses were highlighted as part of Westfield First, part of
Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s initiative to encourage residents to shop in Westfield.
Chief Spirit Officer Meaghan Murphy is pictured, center, with the owners of
Glamorous Girlz, AR Workshop and Blende Custom Beauty.
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Traffic Circle
of Theresa’s and Sweet Waters res-
taurants on Elm Street, and passed a
resolution Tuesday night to allow it to
remain during the outdoor café sea-
son, which runs from March through
the end of November.

Since the parklet was installed two
weeks ago, three mayors — from
Roselle Park, Elizabeth and Scotch
Plains — reached out to Mayor Andy
Skibitsky to ask how they can incor-
porate a parklet in their own down-
towns, Mayor Skibitsky said.

So far a variety of patrons has been
using the parklet, Mayor Skibitsky
told The Westfield Leader, and he has
seen people sitting there eating a slice
of pizza or an ice cream cone, as well
as the two restaurants using it for their
diners. Anyone is welcome to sit there
and use it as public space, he said.
The parklet is a temporary platform
that is placed on one parking space,
and contains tables and chairs with
planters surrounding it.

Other resolutions passed include the
purchase of a boiler in the fire depart-
ment at a cost of $35,500, as well as the
purchase of an F550 pickup truck for
the Department of Public Works.

The South Avenue traffic circle is to
be refurbished, with the bricks already
removed around the center island. A
new, stamped colored concrete border
will be installed with plantings to beau-
tify the circle. The work is to be com-
pleted prior to school starting and some
lane restrictions may occur during the
work, but traffic will continue to be
able to move through the circle, Mr.
Gildea told The Leader. The cost for
the contract is $30,180, he said.

The council also approved an elec-
tronic tax sale. The sale, which will
take place towards the end of the year,
would mark the third year for the
program, Mr. Gildea said. “Last year

Fanwood Has Mixed Feelings
Over Terrill Field Improvements

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council
voiced mixed feelings on a pro-
posed plan for rehabbing the play-
ing field at Terrill Middle School at
its agenda meeting Monday. The
proposal is to add drainage, electri-
cal conduits and covered dugouts
for a baseball field. The 330-foot
by 400-foot field would be used for
baseball, softball, soccer and la-
crosse. The total cost of the project
is estimated at $860,000, Borough
Clerk Eleanor McGovern said. Fan-
wood would be responsible for
$172,000 of the cost with Scotch
Plains kicking in its share, as well
as the school board, the council
said.

“I’m a no right now,” Council-
man Russell Huegel said. “How
much did the parking lot cost?” to
which Mayor Mahr responded,
“$700,000.” The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education went
ahead and increased the parking lot
at School One, thereby taking away
from a playing field there, in spite
of the Fanwood council’s and resi-
dent opposition to the project.

“We don’t have great fields for
the kids to play,” Councilwoman
Nicole McElroy Barker said. The
two municipalities had originally
sparked interest in improving the
field conditions, she said, and not
the school board, which could mean
less leverage for the borough should
it reject the proposal, she said.

While Mr. Huegel agreed the field
was “in terrible shape,” he said the
board of education has a “resource
allocation problem.”

“I’m with Russ,” Councilman
Tom Kranz said. “At some point we
have to stop paying and paying.”

The council is to vote on the
project at the end of the summer.
Part of it would be paid through
grant funding, Mayor Mahr said.

In other business, the borough
engineer is to request an extension
for a local aid grant for the paving
and sidewalk installation at Madi-
son Avenue. A petition against the
design was submitted, signed by
every resident who lives on Madi-
son Avenue in the area where the
work would be performed, Mr.
Kranz said. Mayor Mahr asked to
hold a meeting with the residents
again to review the design. The de-
sign has yet to be submitted to the
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation. The council said the de-
sign is to improve upon safety in
that area by adding sidewalks for
safe passage to two nearby schools.
Residents have said it would take
away more of their already small
front yards and driveways.

Borough officials recently met
with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP),
and one project discussed was the
Department of Public Works site,
Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos said. Mayor Mahr
said the NJDEP is “off base” with
its classification of the site as an
exception area, and asked the engi-
neer to challenge it. For about 25
years the borough has monitored a
well on the property, she said. Mayor
Mahr had concerns with the require-
ment of a deed notice should the
borough decide to sell the property,
and the adjacent former recycling

center property.
Representatives from the borough

are to meet today, Thursday, July
13, with A Team, the apparent low
bidder, which bid $185,425 for the
pedestrian walkway project behind
the retail stores along Martine Av-
enue.

The school district has yet to re-
ceive notice of the amount of state
aid it will receive and the state is
demanding that the borough not send
out tax bills until the school district
has received its notice of funding.
Over 360 school districts are to see
a change in their state aid, Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tompkins
said. He asked the council to hold
off on purchasing a police vehicle
until the bill hold is lifted. “In the
meantime, I’m supposed to give the
school district $1.5 million every
month and right now I don’t have
it,” he said.

The borough had explored the
option to share services with
Garwood regarding the position of
a construction code official, but
Garwood in the end decided to re-
main with the contract it has to uti-
lize Cranford’s construction code
official. In January, Fanwood’s con-
struction code official, which is a
part-time position, had retired, and
Fanwood has since been searching
for a person to fill that position.
Garwood and Fanwood had been
discussing the option, in executive
session, to hire a construction code
official the two boroughs could
share. “Garwood decided to go back
to Cranford,” Mayor Mahr said. “We
gave them a very good deal.”

At a special meeting, the mayor
and council introduced a bond ordi-
nance to pay for improvements to
Forest Road Park through a Green
Acres grant and loan. The borough
was granted a $273,750 loan at a 2-
percent interest rate, Mr. Tompkins
said. The improvement project also
would be paid for through a Union
County Kids Recreation Trust Fund
Grant of $800,000 and another
$71,000 from borough coffers. The
governing body additionally passed
a resolution for a liquor license re-
newal for South Avenue Liquors.

was successful,” he noted.
The council additionally supported

the extension of the 2-percent arbitra-
tion cap for police officers and
firefighters set to expire this year. The
council by resolution is urging the
State Legislature to extend it. The
state law has put a 2-percent limit on
raises for unionized firefighters and
police officers that settle contract dis-
putes in arbitration.

Westfield Memorial Library em-
ployees’ salaries were settled upon
under a contract negotiation for the
four union employees, Mr. Gildea
said, and the council passed the reso-
lution for salaries effective January 1,
2017. The library workers are part of
the Communication Workers of
America (CWA) union.

Police Officer Joseph Habeiche
asked the council during its confer-
ence session if the police department
can hold a car show in the South
Avenue train station parking lot on
Saturday, October 7, with a rain date
of Saturday, October 21. This will be
held during the same time as the Farm-
ers’ Market there on Saturdays.

The council agreed to allow an
additional sidewalk sale downtown,
which usually occurs once a year in
July. This year, businesses were inter-
ested in moving the sale days to June,
which was successful, Mr. Gildea said,
and so the businesses requested to
hold another from Thursday through
Saturday, July 20 to July 22.

The conservation center’s new
wood processor is being used to make
firewood, and the first batch was taken
by residents on one day, Mr. Gildea
said. The firewood is free to residents
and sold to businesses at $75 for a
half cord and $125 for a full. More
firewood will be made available this
week, Mr. Gildea said.
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Bench
However, the commission has

been unable to obtain a pricing that
works. According to Mr. Kaufmann,
a single Porta John costs $136 per
week and the field currently has
three. With that in retrospect, the
commission will continue to look
for upgraded, affordable bathroom
options for Memorial.

“We want to move quickly and
we want to get this done,” Mr.
Kaufmann said.

takeaways from the financial agree-
ment. Ms. Edwards was accompa-
nied by Mr. Northgrave. Alongside
Mayor Charles Lombardo and the
borough council, all parties fielded
questions from concerned residents
during the meeting, which was held at
Lincoln School.

“We looked at the construction
costs. South Avenue Renewal pro-
jected the construction costs aggres-
sively lower than we expected. My
firm analyzed the interest rate the
developer was paying, the revenue
percentage they were willing to pay
back to the borough, and their profit
margin. We deem it to be a very
reasonable deal for the borough when
analyzing the profit margins and risk
the developer is working with,” Ms.
Edwards said.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro said
she voted against the agreement and
does not support “the development or
the developer.”

“I see this as a break-even in the
long run for Garwood at best,” Coun-
cilwoman Cuccaro said.

“When you do a PILOT the tax-
payer ends up holding the bag,” Coun-
cilwoman Cuccaro said.

Mr. Northgrave responded that, “It
would be impossible for Acacia to
project the costs the new [develop-
ment] will place on the borough bud-
get. Most importantly, the variables
do not exist and the goal is most of the
[units] will be rented to commuters.”

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
that, “As a council we are going to
make sure we do not lose money and
act prudently. Affordable-housing
measures in New Jersey have put us
between a rock and a hard place. We
all know that. Making smart deci-
sions with what we can will matter.”

Garwood resident Horace Corbin
said that, “As a resident, I am tired of
worrying about the developer’s re-
turn and not what is best for Garwood.
Look at towns that have allowed PI-
LOT programs. One example is Jer-
sey City. PILOT programs bankrupt
cities and that is a fact. The website
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PILOT Payment
timesnj.com depicts a scientific model
for the cost of government and the
cost added households will place on
borough resources.”

“We, as taxpayers, will pay 75 per-
cent of the cleanup costs through tax
incentives one way or another back to
the developer. The developer has
shaved low-income households from
this development, increasing their
profit margin. Why are we not hold-
ing the developer to a stricter stan-
dard?” Garwood resident Richard
McCormack asked. “Let’s look at
towns who have adopted low-income
housing and PILOT programs —
Irvington, Trenton, Camden and Jer-
sey City, to name a few. Are these
desirable places to live?”

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
also attended Tuesday’s meeting.

“I want to thank Joseph Sarno for
choosing the least worst deal pos-
sible. Sometimes it is easy to get lost
in opposition. It takes true leadership
to focus on the nitty gritty in a bad
situation to turn it positive. At least
make it the best it can be.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
asked the council to table the ordi-
nance.

“It seems as if no one is doing any
work for our residents. I mean I guess
we can thank Joseph Sarno for doing
something at least. When you look at
the numbers, Russo is claiming it
costs $11.5 million for the demolition
and environmental cleanup. That
seems inordinately high. Russo plans
on selling the project in seven years,
in 2024. How tight can his margins
really be? These are things we need to
consider. Instead of negotiating a rev-
enue share of 12 percent in later years
(of the agreement), there have been
negotiations awarding up to 15 per-
cent revenue share. We could have
negotiated 2 percent of construction
costs, that’s $1.6 million a year.”

According to the borough’s
website, Garwood had over 5,400
residents in 1960. Currently, the bor-
ough has an estimated population of
4,300 residents.
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