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Courtesy of Atlantic Health System/Overlook Medical Center
FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE...Dr. Meher Sultana, an infectious disease physi-
cian at Overlook Medical Center in Summit, shares insight on infectious disease
care with intern Will Allen of Westfield

Westfield Residents Named
To Overlook Intern Program

Courtesy of Atlantic Health System/Overlook Medical Center
CLOSER VIEW...Meredith Bagger of Westfield, an intern at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit, looks at tissue slides under a microscope with Dr. Miles Levin,
chairman of pathology and laboratory medicine at Overlook.

SUMMIT — Two Westfield resi-
dents have been selected to partici-
pate in the Overlook Summer Intern-
ship Program (OSIP) at Overlook
Medical Center, part of the Atlantic
Health System.

Meredith Bagger, a biology major
at George Washington University,
and William Allen, a biology major
at Boston College, are two of just 17
college students from New Jersey
who were chosen to participate in
the comprehensive four-week pro-
gram.

Now in its eighth year, the OSIP is
led by Overlook Medical Center vas-
cular surgeon, Dr. Clifford Sales, who
says, “There is no better way to learn
about the field of health care than to
experience it first-hand. These stu-
dents are at a crucial time in prepar-
ing for a career, and experiences like
this provide them great insight to
make decisions.”

The program allows students to
shadow a different medical profes-
sional each day in order to see how
different fields of medicine contrib-
ute to a patient’s health. Students have
the opportunity to experience rota-
tions in the operating room, emer-
gency department, hospital floors,
physician offices and meetings.
Meredith said she is especially look-
ing forward to shadowing doctors
and specialists in oncology, radiation
and endocrinology to learn more about
the fields.

William said, “The program is in-
valuable in that it gives an uncen-
sored view into the lives of these
doctors, while also providing us with
important mentors.” Both Meredith
and William plan to use the knowl-
edge and insights gained throughout
the Overlook Summer Internship Pro-
gram in their future medical school
applications.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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Jersey Schools Returned to Local
Control After 28 Yrs. Under State

The New Jersey State Board of
Education last week approved return-
ing the last functional area – instruc-
tion and program – to the state-oper-
ated Jersey City Public Schools, and
passed a resolution allowing for the
creation of a transition plan to full
local control. The district has been
under state control since 1989.

“This historic achievement is the
result of the collaborative work of the
Department of Education and the Jer-
sey City Public Schools,” Governor
Chris Christie said.

Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop said
on Facebook on July 5 that he was
taking a road trip to Trenton with
Marcia Lyles, Jersey City superinten-
dent of schools, “to officially get our
schools back under local control.

“Today (July 5) is undeniably a
great milestone for everyone who has
contributed to getting us back to this
place,” the mayor said.
Lawmakers Critical On Original

Plan to Raid Horizon Surplus
Senator Christopher J. Connors,

Assemblyman Brian E. Rumpf and
Assemblywoman DiAnne C. Gove,
Republicans from the ninth legisla-
tive district, said in a joint statement
they are “still confounded as to why
Trenton power brokers were fixated
on raiding Horizon’s surplus funds
not for the benefit of ratepayers, but
to fill the state’s coffers.”

“What does Horizon’s surplus level
have to do with state school fund-
ing?” they questioned.

“Frankly, the shutdown should have
never been allowed to happen...It was
a national embarrassment and, on
many levels, a disservice to the people
of our state.”

Pennacchio Blames Shutdown
On Democrat Majority

Senator Joe Pennacchio (R-26th,
Montville) said last week’s state gov-
ernment shutdown was “the result of
continued mismanagement by Demo-
crats who have controlled the New
Jersey Legislature for the past 15
years. New Jersey deserves better.”

“For the taxes they pay, the people
of New Jersey deserve better. This is
no way to run a government,” he later
said in a Tweet.

Ex-Bayonne FD Chief to Get
$291K for Unpaid Sick Time
The recently retired Bayonne po-

lice chief, Drew Niekrasz, will re-

ceive $291,004 from the city over the
next two years for 194.5 days unpaid
sick time and other compensation,
according to a Jersey City Journal
report.

Mr. Niekrasz – who joined the po-
lice force in 1988 – reached a total of
1,994 compensation hours at $145.94
per hour.

Robert Kubert, the city’s public
safety director, collected $320,000
when he retired as police chief in
2012. Former Police Chief Ralph
Scianni received $444,450 and former
Fire Chief Greg Rogers is due
$231,000. Mayor Jimmy Davis, who
will receive $169,000 in unused sick
and comp time for his years in the
police department, admitted in an in-
terview to The Journal that “cities
really can’t afford to be paying this
money out.”

Last year the Bayonne sold $45
million in deferred payments by the
Port Authority for $27.2 million
upfront to fill a budget deficit.

In 2010, the state passed a law
capping sick-time payouts for public
employees at $15,000, but that only
applied to people who began working
after the law was signed.

Pallone, Quijano Urge Lt. Gov
Not to Turn Over Voters’ Info.
Congressman Frank Pallone (D-

6th, Long Branch) and Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano (D-20th,
Union) last week urged Lieutenant
Governor Kimberly Guadagno –
who also serves as the Secretary of
State of New Jersey – not to submit
information regarding the state’s
voter rolls to the Trump administra-
tion.

The Presidential Advisory Commis-
sion on Election Integrity, formed in
May, in June sent a letter to all 50 states
requesting voters’ personal informa-
tion, including: names, addresses, dates
of birth, political party, last four digits
of Social Security number, and voter
history from 2006 onward.

“Turning over sensitive voter in-
formation to the federal government
with no clear indication of how the
Trump administration intends to use
it simply is bad for our democracy,”
Asw. Quijano said.

Congressman Pallone added that,
“Participating in this charade is a
waste of time and money, raises sub-
stantial privacy concerns, and only
lends voice to a false narrative about
voter fraud.”

Lance Committee Advances
Bill to Clean Up 419 NJ Sites
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-

gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) has
secured passage of H.R. 3017, the
Brownfields Enhancement Economic
Redevelopment and Reauthorization
Act, through the House Energy and
Commerce Committee. The measure
would reauthorize the successful
Brownfields Program that is tasked
with remediation and redevelopment
of 419 sites in New Jersey.

“This is a tremendous win for

environmental protection, economic
development and for communities
that have struggled with contami-
nated sites. The Brownfields Pro-
gram has worked – transforming
over 59,000 sites nationwide into
parks, commerce, housing or other
public uses. Federal authorities have
the expertise to come in, clean up
these sites and relieve neighbor-
hoods of these hazards. Our bill
directs this work to reduce pollu-
tion and prepare these lands for
conservation or economic develop-
ment,” Mr. Lance saids after the
committee’s action.

The Brownfields Program assists
localities with the cleanup of prop-
erties where redevelopment or pres-
ervation is complicated by environ-
mental contamination. Brownfields
sites are often abandoned, closed,
or under-utilized industrial or com-
mercial facilities, such as an aban-
doned factory in a town, a closed
commercial building or warehouse,
or a former dry cleaning establish-
ment or gas station. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA)
estimates that there are more than
450,000 brownfields in the United
States, and each of these sites has
the potential to encourage economic
development through the
Brownfields Program.

“The Brownfields Program has al-
ready prompted $22 billion in private
investment – a major return on a
minimal, though important, federal
investment. I hope the U.S. House
passes this bill as soon as possible,”
Mr. Lance added.

Deadline for BOE Filing Is July 31
COUNTY – The deadline for candi-

dates to file nominating petitions for
seats on their local school board is Mon-
day, July 31, before 4 p.m., in the Office
of the Union County Clerk, 2 Broad
Street, Room 113, Elizabeth, NJ.

A petition can be obtained by call-
ing (908) 527-4996 or in person at the
County Clerk’s Office, 2 Broad Street,
Room 113, Elizabeth. Office hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Inquiries may also be
submitted by email to
lbobish@ucnj.org. For complete de-
tails about school board petitions,

including a downloadable candidate
kit from the New Jersey School Boards
Association, visit the County Clerk
online at unioncountyvotes.com/can-
didate-petition.

There are three full-term seats and
a one-year unexpired seat up in
Cranford, three full-term seats in
Garwood plus a one-year unexpired
term, two seats in Mountainside, one
Fanwood seat and two Scotch Plains
seats on the towns’ regional school
board, and three seats on the Westfield
Board of Education.

All full-term seats are three-year terms.

NJ Transit Adds Bus
Service In Summit

SUMMIT — NJ Transit has added
bus service from the Summit train
station into the New York Port Au-
thority Bus Terminal between the
hours of 7 and 9 a.m. only, during the
Amtrak summer repairs through Sep-
tember 1.

Buses will leave from Railroad
Avenue at the Summit train station
every half hour at 7, 7:30, 8, 8:30, and
9 a.m. There will be signs posted at
the train station directing commuters
where to board the buses.
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Summit Gas Station Robbed;
Attendant Struck With Wrench

SUMMIT — Summit Police are
investigating a robbery that occurred
Sunday evening at the Shell gas sta-
tion located at 6 River Road.

Police responded to the scene after
receiving a 9-1-1 call at approximately
11 p.m. The gas station attendant told
the responding officers that a male,
wearing a dark hooded sweatshirt and
a dark bandanna covering his face,
approached him on foot and de-
manded the cash from the register. As
the attendant turned and opened the
register drawer, the male struck him
in the back of his head with a large
wrench. The male struck the atten-
dant a second time across his head
and then removed the cash from the
register.

The male fled the scene, running
Northeast on River Road, police said.

The attendant, who suffered a lac-

eration to his forehead, was trans-
ported to Morristown Medical Cen-
ter by Summit EMS.

Multiple Summit Police units and
the Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment K-9 unit searched the surround-
ing area, but failed to locate the sus-
pect.

The suspect was described as fol-
lows: a white male, approximately
five feet, 10 inches tall, medium build,
wearing a dark hooded sweat shirt,
green gloves and a dark bandana cov-
ering his face.Anyone with informa-
tion regarding this incident can con-
tact the Summit Police Department’s
Detective Bureau at (908) 273-0051.

AAA: New Jersey Gas
Prices Up Slightly

REGION — The average price of
gas in New Jersey is up three cents
this week to the current average price
of $2.30, but the same as it was two
weeks ago, ending a month of declin-
ing prices, AAA New Jersey has re-
ported. New Jersey’s average price is
seven cents cheaper than one month
ago, but 25 cents higher than the same
time last year.

SAGE to Host Vets’
Benefits Discussion

SUMMIT – Veterans and their
spouses are invited to attend a discus-
sion on veterans’ benefits to be held at
SAGE Eldercare on Thursday, July
27 at 6:30 p.m.

The free program will be led by
Frank Quadrino, community outreach
manager of the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA).

“We will help veterans and their
spouses understand VA health care,
including eligibility, primary and spe-
cialty care, long-term care, prescrip-
tion plans, billing and filing claims
for disabilities, as well VA pensions,”
Mr. Quadrino said.

The discussion will take place from
6:30 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, July 27 at
SAGE Eldercare, 290 Broad Street,
Summit. To register, or for more in-
formation, please call (908) 598-5548
or email
education@sageeldercare.org. Transportation Appropriations  Act

Includes $900 Mil. More For Gateway
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) has hailed the
draft text of the Fiscal Year 2018 U.S.
Department of Transportation Appro-
priations Act that includes $900 mil-
lion in new funding for the Gateway
program.

“Congress is wise to invest in the
Gateway tunnel proposal. The Hudson
River tunnel project is one of the
most important infrastructure projects
in the country, providing a critical
link between New Jersey and New
York where our regional economy
contributes $3.7 trillion to the nation’s
GDP (Gross Domestic Product),” said
Mr. Lance. “This is a major win for
Garden State commuters.”

Tuesday’s announcement, coupled
with passage of legislation signed
into law by President Donald Trump

in the spring providing additional
funds for improvements to Amtrak’s
Northeast Corridor, brings the com-
bined federal support for the Hudson
River tunnel project to nearly $1
billion.

Domestic Violence Bills
Passed By Assembly

TRENTON — A package of bills spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Nancy F.
Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) addressing do-
mestic violence issues has won Assembly
approval.

A-4034 creates a statewide tool to de-
termine the risk to victims and their chil-
dren to be used in custody and parental
visit determinations by the courts. A-
4045 expands statewide therapeutic treat-
ment programs for children and families
of victims.
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