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Inexpensive

News From Trenton...
A bill to require prevailing wages be

paid to all subcontracted transportation
service workers at Newark Liberty In-
ternational Airport, Newark Penn Sta-
tion and the Hoboken Terminal was
approved on June 22 by the Assembly
and June 26 by the Senate .

Under “The Safe Transportation
Jobs and Fair Employment Rules
Act,” A-4870, a subcontracted trans-
portation center service worker who
toils as a food service worker, skycap
or redcap receiving tips would re-
ceive a cash wage of at least two-
thirds of the wage rate that must be
paid. Tipped skycaps, redcaps and
food service workers would also re-
ceive the full amount of benefits and
paid time off minimums.

“Airlines are making billions in
profits while the workers who keep
the industry running each and every
day are struggling to make ends meet
with little to no benefits,” said As-
sembly Speaker Vincent Prieto (D-
Hudson). “Sadly, many of these work-
ers earning meager wages likely live
in poverty, which is unacceptable and
offensive. The time has come to right
this wrong.”

The sponsors of the bill say Airport
workers make just $10.20 per hour,
or about $22,000 per year, which is
less than the federal poverty level for
a family of four.

 The bill applies to subcontracted
transportation center service workers
at Newark Liberty International Air-
port, Newark Penn Station and the
Hoboken Terminal that perform jobs
such as escort services, cargo related
and ramp services, in-terminal and
in-station and passenger handling ser-
vices, cleaning services and conces-
sion services.

* * * * *
Legislation to prevent convicted

criminals from running for election to
a board of education received final
legislative approval and now heads to
the governor’s desk.

 The bill, A-4206, was inspired by
a situation this past fall where an
Edison resident attempted to run for
school board after previously serv-
ing six months in a federal prison for
falsifying immigration documents in
exchange for hundreds of thousands
of dollars in payments from illegal
immigrants.

Under current law, a person is dis-
qualified from membership on a board
of education or a charter school board of
trustees if they have been convicted of
certain crimes or offenses specified by
law, which includes, among other things:
any crime of the first or second degree;
endangering the welfare of a child; drug
possession or distribution; robbery, bur-
glary, aggravated assault, stalking, kid-
napping, arson, manslaughter and mur-
der; terroristic threats; criminal restraint;
perjury, and bias intimidation.

However, the law does not require
a member to undergo a criminal back-
ground check until after they are
elected, a process that must be under-
gone within 30 days of election or
appointment to the school board.

The bill would require a school
board candidate to file with his nomi-
nating petition a specific affirmation
that he has not been convicted of any
of the disqualifying crimes specified
by law.

The bill was approved 38-0 by the
Senate on June 22, and 72-0 by the
Assembly in March.

* * * * *
A package of bills sponsored by

Assemblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz
(R-21st, Summit) addressing domes-
tic violence issues has won Assembly
approval.

The first bill, A-4034, known as

Monica’s Law, creates a statewide
tool to determine the risk to victims
and their children to be used in cus-
tody and parental visit determina-
tions by the courts.

Monica’s Law is named for 31-
year-old Monica Paul who was shot
to death in the presence of her 11-
year-old daughter at a Montclair
YMCA in June 2008. Her estranged
husband, against whom she had ob-
tained a restraining order, has been
charged with her murder.

The second bill, A-4045, expands
statewide therapeutic treatment pro-
grams for children and families of
victims. The treatment program cur-
rently available in 11 counties is
Peace: A Learned Solution, an inten-
sive treatment program using creative
arts therapies for children and their
victimized parents. A similar program
is used in six other counties. The bill
expands treatment programs to Cape
May, Salem, Sussex and Warren coun-
ties.

The third bill, A-4040, requires
stringent domestic violence training
for law enforcement officers and as-
sistant county prosecutors. Law en-
forcement agencies will also be re-
quired to establish domestic crisis
teams, which may include social
workers, clergy, other trained coun-
selors, and licensed marriage and fam-
ily therapists.

* * * * *
Legislation prohibiting government

agencies from releasing the home
addresses of police officers was ap-
proved by the full Assembly.

Under the bill, A-1329, the home
address of a law enforcement officer
would be excluded from the defini-
tion of a government record and could
not be released to the public. It also
requires the home addresses of police
officers to be redacted in other re-
leased government records.

“The job of being a police officer is
difficult enough,” said Assembly
Minority Leader Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield), Assembly Republican
leader. “They don’t need the added
burden of having to worry that a dis-
gruntled person they have arrested
may wind up on their front steps seek-
ing revenge. This measure will help
keep their addresses from falling into
the wrong hands.”

* * * * *
A resolution (AR273) by Assem-

bly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
encouraging all New Jersey residents
and public officials to choose civility
and respect over contempt and intol-
erance was approved June 22 by the
General Assembly.

The Assembly action comes less
than a week after a press conference
by Mr. Bramnick and Assembly
Speaker Vincent Prieto (D-32nd,
Secaucus) calling for civility in the
wake of a shooting in Alexandria,
Va. injuring five people at a Repub-
lican baseball practice and critically
wounding Rep. Steve Scalise (R-
La).

“Partisan rhetoric across the nation
has reached dangerous levels. Public
officials on both sides of the aisle
must set an example for the public:
Dial back the rhetoric and treat each
other civilly. Vitriol and hatred do not
reflect strength, they endangers de-
mocracy and the institutions we all
treasure.”

MEETNG COMMUTERS...Westfield Democratic candidates Shelley Brindle
(running for mayor), fifth from left; Mike Dardia (running for Ward 2), left; and
campaign interns Alana Hammond, David Sherwood, Marisa Li and Zoe Radar,
handed out granola bars to Westfield commuters on the first day of NJ Transit's
major summer delays. They will be at the station every day this week from 6 am.
to 8 a.m. handing out breakfast snacks.

Green Party Rips Dems
Response on Budget Impasse

TRENTON – The Green Party of
New Jersey said it believes in the
importance of evaluating the politi-
cal reality demonstrated over the
course of the recent New Jersey state
budget stalemate.

“We know what the Republicans
under Chris Christie have been about,
but the lack of a viable principled and
unified opposition from the New Jersey
Democrats is an appalling failure of
leadership on their part as well,” said
Heather Warburton, chairwoman of the
Green Party of New Jersey. “The social
media silence on the budget issue from
Phil Murphy was deafening.”

According to a Green Party press
release, “The lack of engagement from
the Democrat nominee for governor
was glaring, with the majority of public
posts oriented toward his deal-making

trip in Israel. All the while, back home
in New Jersey, state parks and local
Motor Vehicle Commission offices were
made inaccessible for residents.”

“Meanwhile, the Green Party gu-
bernatorial candidate, Seth Kaper-
Dale, has been active in demanding
that the Trenton politicians put the
best interests of the people first in the
midst of the crisis. Likewise, Green
Party legislative candidates such as
Aaron Hyndman, Mico Lucide, and
Troy Knight-Napper have been ac-
tively speaking truth to power in the
north and south on behalf of those
being hurt in this budget battle.House
Committee on Appropriations,” ac-
cording to the release.

“The gusto they (New Jersey State
Democratic Committee) had in lever-
aging the 2016 presidential primary
and DNC (Democratic National Com-
mittee) delegation against the Bernie
Sanders supporters seems to have been
replaced by inaction, ineptitude, and
complacency,” Ms. Warburton said.
“With the Democratic chair and state
committee members safe and snug in
the pocket of Phil Murphy, it seems
they’ve lost any inclination to fight for
anything anymore.”
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Bramnick Calls for Session
On Affordable Housing

I-78 Resurfacing to Continue
For Several More Weeks

WESTFIELD – Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) is calling for the State Leg-
islature to return back to Trenton for
a special session to address afford-
able housing.

“Towns are fighting high-density
housing lawsuits because the Legis-
lature will not compromise on a plan,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “The Legislature
should not go to summer vacation
without solving this issue.”

A January decision by the state
Supreme Court forces towns to con-
sider past housing needs for the first
time and could require more than
285,000 housing units over the next

eight years, according to a press re-
lease from the New Jersey Assembly
Republicans. If builders can show
that a municipality is not complying
with affordable housing quotas, they
can sue for the right to build more
units than allowed on a specific plot,
in exchange for including affordable
housing.

“The state Supreme Court should not
be in control of housing in our towns,”
continued Mr. Bramnick. “Towns are
spending millions of taxpayer dollars
to defend lawsuits that require housing
that is inconsistent with their master
plans. New Jerseyans want more con-
trol of their community.”

REGION — New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation (NJDOT) of-
ficials have announced a resurfacing
project along approximately 12 miles
on I-78 local and express lanes that
will require temporary overnight lane
closures in Union and Essex Coun-
ties.

Beginning July 10, and continuing
Monday through Friday evenings for
the next several weeks, NJDOT’s
contractor, Schifano Construction
Corp., is scheduled to close up to two
lanes between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m. on
I-78 eastbound local for milling and
paving. Initial resurfacing will start in
Berkeley Heights and move eastward
for approximately six miles to Spring-
field.

The milling and paving project will
begin on I-78 eastbound local, and
then move to I-78 eastbound express,
followed by I-78 westbound express.
The project will resurface approxi-
mately 12 miles on I-78 traversing
through Berkeley Heights, Spring-
field, Milburn, and Union. All lanes
will be maintained during the morn-
ing and evening commutes.

 The resurfacing work then con-
tinue on I-78 eastbound express at the
Shunpike Road/Orchard Street over-
pass in Springfield and continue east
for approximately four miles to
Stuyvesant Avenue, west of Exit 52
for the Garden State Parkway in
Union.

Resurfacing work will then advance

to I-78 westbound express beginning
at Stuyvesant Avenue, west of Exit 52
in Union and continue west for ap-
proximately two miles to Route 124/
Springfield Avenue in Union.

Additional lane closures during off-
peak hours may be necessary until the
project is completed. There will be
periodic work on the shoulder for
electrical and curb work along areas
of I-78.

The I-78 state-funded maintenance
roadway project is expected to be
completed by late 2017. The project
will include utility relocations, curb
work, and bridge deck repairs.
NJDOT has designed the project to
advance with temporary lane closures,
reopening after each shift. Any re-
quired detours will be coordinated
with the local authorities.

Variable message signs and detour
signs are being utilized throughout
the project limits to provide advance
notification to motorists of all traffic
pattern changes associated with the
resurfacing project. Throughout the
project, NJDOT will provide infor-
mation before upcoming road or ramp
closures.

The precise timing of the work is
subject to change due to weather or
other factors. Motorists are encour-
aged to check NJDOT’s traffic infor-
mation website www.511nj.org for
real-time travel information and for
NJDOT news follow us on Twitter
@NJDOT_info.

Lance Co-Sponsoring
Climate Change Resolution
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-

gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) has
announced he has cosponsored H.Res.
195 – a congressional resolution call-
ing for innovative solutions to protect
the nation’s economic and national
security from the growing challenges
of climate change.

“The economic and national secu-
rity effects posed by climate change
cannot be ignored or denied. Econo-
mists of all stripes agree that extreme
weather due to climate change costs
taxpayers billions of dollars in dam-
ages. And Defense Secretary James
Mattis said climate change is a threat
to our national security that our mili-
tary planners need to consider when
designing military strategies. Congress
must address these fiscal and military
challenges by adopting innovative and
economically viable conservative prin-
ciples laid out in this congressional
resolution,” Mr. Lance said.

The resolution calls on the House
of Representatives to commit to work-

ing on economically viable solutions
that address the risks of climate change,
calling on ‘American ingenuity, inno-
vation, and exceptionalism,’ and cit-
ing the ‘conservative principle to pro-
tect, conserve, and be good stewards
of our environment.’

As a member of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee, Mr. Lance
has crafted bipartisan legislation for
an ‘all-of-the-above’ energy strategy
that has helped contribute to the boom-
ing U.S. energy sector and the rise of
safer, cheaper energy sources like
natural gas and solar power. These
markets have grown dramatically in
recent years.

“There is a great tradition of conser-
vation within the Republican Party.
Presidents Lincoln, Roosevelt,
Eisenhower, Nixon and Reagan all
understood that conservation is con-
servative. Republicans in Congress
today should enact policies that em-
brace this great conservation legacy,”
concluded Mr. Lance.

Hartz Mtn. to Host
Meeting Tonight

CRANFORD — Hartz Mountain
will host a public meeting tonight,
July 13, at the former Bank of America
office space located at 750 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford.

Representatives from Hartz Moun-
tain and members of the project de-
velopment team will be on-hand to
present details of the company’s pro-
posed plan for a 900-unit develop-
ment on the Cranford/Clark border.
Subject matter experts in the fields of
engineering, architecture and traffic
will present their topics from 7 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Following the presentation,
the floor will be open to questions.

Hartz Mountain will also be making
a presentation before the Township
Committee on Tuesday, July 18.

The company, however, has asked
for a 60-day adjournanent on the
schedued Wednesday, July 19 Plan-
ning Board  hearing.


