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Letters to the Editor

Thank You Senator for Fighting for
Wage Hikes for Direct Support Staff

Commission on Voter Integrity Is An
Effort At Voter Suppression

Thankful for My Life, Occupations.
And As A Former Cranford Resident

Please Explain Why Carjacker
In Westfield Got 25 Years

We Can Disagree Without Being
Disagreeable Towards Each Other

Perhaps Devil’s Den Author Should
Give Schoeman Lessons In Writing

Regarding “Newark Man Gets 25
Yrs. For Westfield Carjacking.” (page
2 headline in last week’s paper.) Can
someone explain to me the equity of
sentencing a 28-year-old African
American man to a mandatory 25-
year prison sentence for stealing a
car, (with no chance of parole for 21
years). By comparison, Angelo
Mozillo, the CEO of Countrywide
Mortgages who defrauded the public
of millions, was fined $67 million,
half of his take home pay one year and

a fraction of his $600 million net
worth. He will not see the inside of a
prison for his crime. He was able to
buy his way out.

It is not news that our definition of
crimes and their punishment, are
skewed? With awareness of this ineq-
uity it is time to take a new look at our
penal code and the prison system that
deals so harshly with people with few
resources.

Elisa Sananman
Westfield

Fancy my surprise at looking at the
online edition of The Leader today,
and there was no “letter” from Stephen
Schoeman for, like, maybe the sec-
ond or third time all year possibly.

I am guessing that there must be a
guest editor of the letters page, since
whoever the current editor is – maybe
it’s Mr. Schoeman himself? – feels it
is necessary to consistently block in
space for letters by Mr. Schoeman to
the editor that, in my opinion, are
generally incoherent, inconsistent,
rambling, and have no logical con-
nections within. Frankly, I have to
scratch my head when I see them, and
wonder, “What’s the point of this
letter other than, possibly, to show
that the writer can put out good lofty
prose but have that prose not make a
singular constructive point at all?”

I will heartily agree with Mr.
Harris’s letter this week. The Letters
page is not intended for domination
by a single writer who, in my opinion,
seems mainly intent on seeing his
name in print. I would add, if the
editorial board feels that Mr.

Schoeman’s entries are worthy of the
regular appearance that they seem to
want to give them, maybe the owner-
ship should just resign themselves to
giving him a paycheck, a desk in the
office, an editorial byline, and a regu-
lar column someplace so the associa-
tion can be made clear. (Of course,
maybe the real problem is that there’s
just not enough letters from readers
coming in at all? If that’s what it is,
then that is it’s own separate discus-
sion about either the readership or the
current ownership of The Leader, or
both!)

My personal suggestion and chal-
lenge to the Corbins: if the ownership
of The Leader went this route, they
should get the wonderful Bruce
Johnson of the Devil’s Den to pro-
vide some needed direction to Mr.
Schoeman on the craft of writing,
editing, and presenting a set of coher-
ent arguments to the readership.

Peter Stockschlaeder
Potomac, Md.

WHS Class of 1987

Democratic dialogue does not mean
ad hominem attacks on the other side.
Yet David Harris, Thomas Whipple,
and Fred Miller in their letters to the
editor of The Westfield Leader have
done just that. Mr. Harris, I am not
substantive. Mr. Whipple, I am an
apologist for President Trump and
blindly support him. Mr. Miller, I
favor “alternative facts,” i.e., lying.

I am reminded of British Prime
Minister Churchill saying on October
13,1943, “…some people’s idea of it
(debate) is that they are free to say
what they like but if anyone says
anything back, that is an outrage.”

But none of this is true. I do a
tremendous amount of research to
make sure that I am substantive and
as objective as I can be. I am no
apologist for President Trump whom
I have roundly criticized in letters to
the editor of The Westfield Leader
during and since the campaign. I do
not favor “alternative facts.” I would
hear when I practiced law decades
ago the words, “The whole truth and
nothing but the truth.” That remains
my standard today.

There is the larger issue of increas-
ing disrespect shown toward people
who say something other people do
not like. We can disagree without
being disagreeable and without being
violent.

The angry audiences at candidate
Trump rallies who said “lock her up”
about Mrs. Clinton were wrong. The
angry protestors who express scath-
ing scorn toward President Trump are
wrong too.

“We are losing sight of civility in
government and politics. Debate and
dialogue is taking a back seat to the
politics of destruction and anger and

control. Dogma has replaced thought-
ful discussion between people of dif-
fering views.”  James McGreevey.

“What we have to do…is find a
way to celebrate our diversity and
debate differences without fracturing
our communities.” Hillary Rodham
Clinton

We are witnessing the sickening
erosion of standards of civility in
which reputations and even more are
lost. But nothing other than love and
health is more important than reputa-
tion. For as it is said in Proverbs 22:1,
“A good reputation is more desirable
than great wealth.”

We would do very well to study
Isaiah 1:18, “Come, let us reason
together, says the Lord.”

Or as Barbara Jordan the famous
Congresswomen from Texas said, “It
is reason and not passion, which must
guide our deliberations, guide our
debate, and guide our decision.”

Thomas Jefferson in his letter of
1791 to George Mason hoped “that
men can be governed by reason.”

Yes, let us reason together that there
be peace in the land and around the
world.

Yes, let us reason together and be-
fore very long we shall have solved
the many pressing problems that have
plagued our country and the world for
so long.

Let us hear the words of President
Lincoln in his Second Inauguration
Address, March 4,1865, “with mal-
ice toward none, with charity for all”
that we may have “a just and lasting
peace among ourselves and with all
nations.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

The state budget battle took many
twists and turns this year, but we
would be remiss not to acknowledge
the final funding bill and the mem-
bers of the Legislature who fought
tirelessly on behalf of people with
intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities. Specifically, I would like to
acknowledge the hard work of Senate
President Steve Sweeney who fought
to increase wages for Direct Support
Professionals (DSPs) in the Fiscal
Year 2018 budget.

 People with intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities rely on DSPs
for the hands-on supports and ser-
vices in the community, but without a
wage increase for the last 10 years, it

has become increasingly difficult to
find and retain employees. This, com-
pounded with starting wages of only
$10.50 an hour, makes staffing pro-
grams a real challenge and starts to
jeopardize the availability of services.
Senate President Sweeney made this
matter a priority and fought to ensure
$20 million remained when the dust
settled and the final budget document
was signed. On behalf of individuals
with I/DD and their families in the
state, we would like to thank the Sen-
ate President and the members of the
New Jersey Legislature who helped
make this increase a reality.

Thomas Baffuto, Dir., Arc of NJ
Coalition for A DSP Living Wage

As a former Cranford resident who
has worked in Cranford as well as
Garwood, I’m blessed by God to have
had worthwhile, respectable supervi-
sors. Between 1979 and 1981, when
I was a young student at Union County
College, my supervisors included
Charnette Gordon-Baker-Banks for
my McKay Library staff job, and Dr.
Barbara Engler, my former psychol-
ogy professor, who I enjoyed work-
ing for as a young teaching assistant.

 When I worked at McDonald’s in
Garwood, I had great matriarchal
bosses like Joyce Miller from 1987-
1989, and Maria Arroyo in 1994.
During my 19-year career as a part-
time Cranford public librarian, my
nurturing, mentor like, “big-sister-
style” supervisors included fellow ca-

nine lovers and gentle geniuses
Bonnie Goldstein and Jill Riley. Jill
was a member of Mensa, like I am,
and she had a part-Chow Chow mon-
grel named Sam, while Bonnie had a
Fox Terrier named Albert and a
Golden Retriever named Daisy at the
same time I had my Schnauzers —
Connie, Pistol and Max.

I’ll always be grateful for my splen-
did supervisors, who taught me a lot
about the business world as well as
much about life in general, when I
was a naïve, less experienced young
lady. Thank God for my life and occu-
pations as a Cranford resident who
also enjoyed being an employee in
Cranford and Garwood.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood

President Trump’s Presidential
Advisory Commission on Voter In-
tegrity is a solution in search of a
problem. Last week, Kris Kobach,
Kansas secretary of state and vice-
chair (alongside Vice-President Mike
Pence) of the Commission, sent a
letter to all 50 states demanding that
state election officials turn over voter
data. The stated purpose of this Com-
mission is to ensure integrity in our
elections. There are two major prob-
lems with this stated mission.

First, if President Trump truly cared
about integrity he would be trying to
get to the bottom of Russia’s interfer-
ence in our election. During his face-
to-face meeting he could confront
Russia’s President Putin and ask him
to explain his government’s involve-
ment. Instead, Trump spends time in
Poland saying, “Nobody really
knows.” Actually, we do know. The
United States intelligence commu-
nity has stated with “high confidence”
that the Russian government inter-
fered with our election. The devil, as
they say, is in the details.

And second, in person voter fraud
is a myth. Loyola Law School Profes-
sor Justin Levitt found that from 2000-
2014 there were a total of 35 credible
accusations of voter fraud. During
this same 14-year time period, more
than 800 million ballots were cast in
general elections, with hundreds of
millions more in primary, municipal,
special and other elections.

So what’s really going on with this
Commission? It is an effort by the
President and Vice-President at voter
suppression. In 2013, the Supreme
Court struck down the heart of the
Voting Rights Act, freeing states to
change their laws without prior fed-
eral approval. This has led to the
passage of Voter ID laws which are

thinly veiled attempts to keep women,
people of color, seniors, students and
working Americans away from the
polls.

While 19 states have flat out re-
fused to comply with the letter sent by
Mr. Kobach’s Commission, 26 others
(including New Jersey) have said they
will turn over only that information
deemed public. This information will
be stored on a “secure database.”
What could possibly go wrong?

The Commission’s demand for in-
formation including criminal history,
Social Security number and political
affiliation is nothing more than an
attempt at voter intimidation. That’s
unsettling.

Now we learn that the Department
of Justice has sent a letter to 44 states
requesting that election officials de-
tail their compliance with a section of
the National Voter Registration Act
of 1993 (NVRA). Many believe that
the DOJ is laying the groundwork to
file lawsuits against states that they
believe are not kicking enough people
off their voter rolls. This is terrifying.

The right to vote is one of the most
cherished of civil liberties. It is a right
that people have been jailed and
beaten trying to obtain. We must never
take it for granted, nor can we allow
those most vulnerable to intimidation
to be kept from the polls.

The integrity of our elections are at
risk not due to voter fraud, but be-
cause of an international attack on
our election. The right to vote is fun-
damental to our democracy. It must
be protected with vigor and without
intimidation by the President and his
Administration.

Lisa Mandelblatt
Candidate for Congress, Dist. 7
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SP Rescue Squad Provides Helpful
Hints to Avoid Food Poisoining

This is the season for barbecues
and outside parties. It’s a great time to
get together with friends and share
stories and good food while enjoying
the great outdoors. However, accord-
ing to the CDC, approximately one in
six Americans gets sick and 128,000
are hospitalized every year from
foodborne illnesses.

Hamburgers are a common menu
item in the summertime. To avoid E.
coli, be sure to cook ground beef to a
minimum 160 degrees, which will
kill this bacteria. For pork, steaks,
and fish, the temperature should be at
145 degrees. Barbecued chicken is
another favorite. To help kill salmo-
nella, another dangerous bacterium
and one of the most frequent causes
of food poisonings, cook it to at least
165 degrees. Deviled eggs are an-
other popular addition, and they can
also make you sick if left out in the
heat for too long. Make sure they’re
kept on ice so bacteria cannot grow.
Other salads, such as potato, maca-
roni and coleslaw, should be kept on
ice at all times as well. The basic rule
is: keep cold foods cold and hot foods
hot.

The Mayo Clinic advises us to,
“Refrigerate or freeze perishable
foods promptly — within two hours
of purchasing or preparing them. If
the temperature is above 90 degrees F
(32.2 C), refrigerate perishable foods
within one hour.” Even fruits and
vegetables can be troublesome. If not
washed properly, the Listeria bacte-
ria can survive, so rinse thoroughly
before serving and eating. And of
course, always wash your hands be-
fore and after preparing food.

If you do experience symptoms of
food poisoning, such as nausea, vom-
iting, diarrhea, fever and/or stomach
cramps, which can last for several

hours to several days, make sure you
stay hydrated by drinking lots of flu-
ids such as water or electrolyte-en-
hanced drinks such as Gatorade. For
young children, Pedialyte is often
helpful.

Food poisoning can often be man-
aged at home. However, if you expe-
rience more extreme symptoms such
as severe abdominal pain, vomiting
or diarrhea lasting more than three
days, a temperature higher than 101.5
degrees, dehydration, blurry vision,
or muscle weakness, it’s time to see a
doctor. He or she may prescribe anti-
biotics or admit you to a hospital,
depending on the bacteria and sever-
ity of symptoms, and other risk fac-
tors including age and underlying ill-
nesses.

The writer of this article, Susan
Baldani, is a life member of the Scotch
Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad.

THE GARWOOD
DEVELOPMENT

Project
Documents,

Analysis

www.timesnj.com/
garwood


