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– Obituaries –

Old Guard to Hear History
Of Singer Sewing Company
SUMMIT AREA — David Rogers,

former vice-president of Singer Com-
pany, will speak to the Summit Area
Old Guard at its Tuesday, July 18
meeting. His topic will be “History of
the Singer Manufacturing Company.”

The Singer Company, originally I.
M. Singer & Co., a manufacturer of
sewing machines, was founded by
Isaac Merritt Singer. A bon vivant,
actor, theater manager, inventor, fa-
ther of diverse lineages (he had at least
21 illegitimate children) and million-
aire, Singer used a design developed
by Elias Howe, who had won a patent-
infringement suit against Singer. Nev-
ertheless, Singer consolidated enough
patents to enable him to produce his
sewing machines. Singer’s machine
was practical, easily adapted to home
use, and available on the installment
plan (another innovation).

In 1856, Singer manufactured 2,564
machines; by 1860, he was producing
13,000 machines, using a plant on
Mott Street in New York. Later, a
massive plant was built near Eliza-
beth, N.J. In 1867, faced with a grow-
ing United Kingdom market, the com-
pany set up a plant at Clydebank, near
Glasgow. The Clydebank facility
could produce 13,000 machines a
week; it was the largest sewing ma-
chine factory in the world. From 1884
to 1943, Clydebank produced some
36 million sewing machines. In the
First World War, sewing machine pro-

duction gave way to munitions. Again,
during World War II, the company
suspended sewing machine produc-
tion to produce Norden bomb sights.

Singer also was heavily involved in
Manhattan real estate. The 47-story
Singer Building was the tallest build-
ing in the world intentionally demol-
ished until September 11, 2001.

In the 1960s, the company diver-
sified, acquiring calculators, elec-
tronics firms, precision equipment
companies, flight simulation and
nuclear power companies. In 1987,
a corporate raider acquired the com-
pany. The Sewing Machine Divi-
sion was sold in 1989 to a Toronto-
based company. The Singer Corpo-
ration now produces a range of con-
sumer products, including electronic
sewing machines, and is part of SVP
Worldwide.

All active men age 50-plus are in-
vited to attend the Tuesday morning
meetings of the Summit Area Old
Guard. Meetings are held at the New
Providence Municipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue, New Provi-
dence. A coffee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10 a.m. business
meeting brightened by singing and
humor. Guest speakers begin their
talks at 10:30 a.m.

For more information about the
Summit Area Old Guard, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
summitoldguard.org.

LUNCH BUNCH...Westfield Junior Girl Scout Troop 40149 recently completed
their year-end “Take Action” project by planning, assembling and donating 80
extra lunches for Wilson Elementary School’s ongoing “Extra Lunch Program” for
St. Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth. This volunteer effort was supported
by funds from their successful cookie-selling season. Members of Troop 40149
include Wilson fourth graders Katie Scanlon, Ally Dwan, Megan Llewellyn-Jones,
Emma Darrow, Jillian Reichel, Gillian Kuyat, Madeleine Kayyali and Erin Kearney.

Mary O’Neill Ryan

Mary T. O’Neill Ryan, 94, Was
St. Bartholomew Rosarian

Mary T. O’Neill Ryan, 94, passed
on Monday, July 3, 2017, at
AristaCare at Norwood
in Plainfield.

Born in Carbondale,
Pa., she was raised in
Elizabeth and Roselle
and moved to Scotch
Plains in 1954.

Mary was a member
of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catho-
lic Church in Scotch
Plains, where she was a
member of the Rosary
Society, the Catholic
Golden Age and volun-
teered in the food pan-
try. She also was a member of the
Union Catholic Parent’s Guild and
the Union Catholic Bus Committee.
She enjoyed traveling, entertaining
and spending time with her family.

Beloved wife of the late Thomas J.
Ryan, Jr., she is survived by her son,

Thomas J. Ryan (Smitty);
her daughters, Patrice
Koberlein (David) and
Jean Pittaro (Paul); four
grandchildren, Kristin,
Katherine, Michael and
Christopher, and two
great-grandchildren, Ava
and Jason.

A Funeral Mass was held
at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic
Church on Tuesday, July
11. Interment followed at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery
in Colonia. Arrangements

were by Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood. For additional information
or to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Robert Brennan, 74, Was Tax Assessor;
Active With Holy Trinity, Fire Dept.

Robert Brennan

Robert (Bob) Brennan, 74, died
peacefully on Saturday, July 8, 2017,
with his family by his side, at Jersey
Shore Medical Center.

A native of Westfield,
where he resided for 61
years, Bob graduated
from both Holy Trinity
Elementary and High
School. He enlisted in
the United States Air
Force in 1960, serving
in Turkey and the Philip-
pines as a Morse code
intercept radio operator
with the Air Force Secu-
rity Service.

Upon his discharge
and after a brief term at the Town
Bank of Westfield, Bob accepted a
position in 1966 as an assistant in the
Westfield Tax Assessor’s office. He
was named full-time Assessor in 1974,
a position he held until his retirement
in 1997. He also served as Tax Asses-
sor for Kenilworth and Garwood and
as board member and president of the
Union County Tax Assessors Asso-
ciation.

Bob married his high-school sweet-
heart, Roseann Semiraro, on May 7,
1966. They celebrated their 50th an-
niversary in the Summer of 2016,
surrounded by the love of their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Bob was passionate about his com-
munity and generously donated his
time and service. He was an active
member of the Westfield Volunteer
Fire Department for 31 years and
organized its 100th Anniversary Pa-
rade in September 1975, at the time
one of the largest fire parades to be
held in the state. Bob also was deeply
involved at Holy Trinity, where his
children attended elementary school.
He served as track, cross-country and
basketball coach, president of the
Home and School Association, mem-

ber of the school board and Scout-
master, while also volunteering in
countless other capacities.

Despite a life-changing
spinal cord injury in 1993,
Bob worked for another
four years to fulfill his re-
tirement goals. He spent
considerable time traveling
with his family and visiting
more than a dozen national
parks. Bob was a self-styled
writer, a hobby that began
with annual birthday poems
to his daughter and culmi-
nated in a 250-page autobi-
ography. He took pride in
his skills as an amateur gar-

dener and landscaper and could
frequently be seen on his scooter
or lawn tractor working on his yard
in Westfield, and Brick, N.J., where
he moved in 2004.

He is survived by his wife of 51
years, Roseann; son, Keith (Maria) of
Brick, N.J.; daughter, Cindy (Bret
Madrigal) of Bend, Ore.; son, David
(Christina) of Alexandria, Va.; grand-
children, Amy, Alexis, Sarah, Kai,
Emily and Dagim Brennan, and Ty
and Laina Madrigal; and brother, James
(Jeanette) of Newport, N.H. He was
predeceased by his mother, Anna (née
Gottlick); father, John; brother, John
Jr., and devoted black lab, Mattie.

Visitation was being held at Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J., from 4 to 8
p.m., on Wednesday, July 12.

A Funeral Mass will be held today,
Thursday, July 13, at 11 a.m., at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Bob’s name to Union
Catholic High School, Scotch Plains,
N.J. or to Holy Trinity Elementary
School, Westfield, N.J.
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Henry C. Newman, 89, Army Veteran;
Was St. Bartholomew Parishioner

Henry Charles Newman of Scotch
Plains, formerly of Maplewood, passed
away on Wednesday, July 5, 2017, at
the age of 89. He was the son of the late
Laura Piacente and Henry Newman.

He is survived by his loving wife of
64 years, Jean Newman (née Fatzler);
his six children, Kathleen Friend (Tho-
mas Friend), Marie Tabor (Stephen
Marcella), Charles Newman, Mary
Ellen Pelzer (Siegfrid Pelzer), Paul
Newman and Doris Newman (Joseph
Glavin); his 11 grandchildren, Jenni-
fer LaVeglio (David), Nicole Troiano,
Rachel Tabor (Brian Wilson), Chris-
tine Troiano, Lauren Pelzer, Jason
Newman (JoAnna), Rudy Pelzer,
Julian Pelzer, James Newman
(Ashley), Joseph Glavin and Jane
Glavin, and his four great-grandchil-
dren, Andrew LaVeglio, JoAnne
LaVeglio, Palmer Newman and An-
tonio Newman.

He worked for more than 40 years
as a draftsman and engineer with
Engelhard Hanovia, Inc. (Canrad-
Hanovia Inc.) of Newark, N.J.

He proudly served in the U.S. Army
and was stationed in Japan for a year
during his service.

He was a communicant at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church for more than 60
years.

He was a member of the Old Guard
of Westfield. He enjoyed hunting and
fishing and became an avid golfer in
his retirement.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
July 8, 2017, with a Funeral Mass
celebrated at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Arrangements were by
the Rossi Funeral Home, 1937
Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains.
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Mary I. Post, 66, Was Devoted to Her
Faith and to Helping Those In Need

Mary Isobel Post (Marissa), 66, of
Severna Park, Md., passed away un-
expectedly at her home on Monday,
July 3, 2017.

Marissa was known for her gener-
ous spirit, contagious
laugh, love of family and
friends and her steadfast
loyalty to the Giants and
the Yankees. She adored
singing and never missed
calling on the birthdays
of family and friends and
breaking into a spirited
rendition of Happy
Birthday.

With the love and sup-
port of her sister and her
brothers, Marissa over-
came many challenges
and never wavered in her
joy of life. She gave generously of her
time to help those in need. Her love of
children was readily apparent as she
worked as a preschool aide for over
35 years at the Severna Park United
Methodist Church. She adored the
children and they were a major part of
her life. After retirement, Marissa
assisted aging adults by dedicating
time to Heartland Assisted Living,
where she helped set up for services
for Catholic residents.

Marissa was a devout Catholic who
cherished her very personal relation-
ship of absolute faith with God. She
was devoted to her church, St. John the
Evangelist, and served as a lay minis-
ter of communion. For ten years, she
assisted with the kindergarten CCD
program and class instruction. She

expressed her love of both the church
and music by singing with their funeral
choir. Later this year, she would have
become an associate sister of the Or-
der of Sisters of St. Joseph. The church

played an enormous role in
Marissa’s life and her fam-
ily will be forever grateful
that it welcomed her with
such open arms.

Marissa is survived by
Jay and Arleen Post of
Mountainside, N.J., John
and Mary Post of
Mountainside, N.J., Jerry
and Cappi Post of
Barrington, Ill., Jim and
Diane Post of Atlanta, Ga.
and Ann and Tom Caton of
Fairfax, Va.; many nieces,
nephews and grand-nieces

and nephews, as well as her beloved
dog, Lucy. She was the daughter of
the late Sam and Isobel Post of
Severna Park, Md. She will be sorely
missed by all who loved her.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Wednesday, July 12, at St.
John the Evangelist Roman Catholic
Church, 689 Ritchie Highway, in
Severna Park. Interment will take
place today, Thursday, July 13, 2017,
at 11 a.m., at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield, N.J.

Arrangements are by Barranco &
Sons, P.A. Severna Park Funeral
Home, 495 Ritchie Highway, Severna
Park, Md. 21146.

Online condolences may be made
at www.barrancofuneralhome.com.
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Mary Lou Lunin, Westfield Resident;
Was NJPAC Volunteer of the Year

Mary Lou Lunin

Mary Lou Lunin, businesswoman,
patron of the arts and yoga devotee,
passed away on Tuesday, June 20,
after a brief illness. The ever-energetic
and outspoken Mary Lou
was admired and adored
by the many people with
whom she worked and so-
cialized. She will be missed
by all who were fortunate
enough to know her.

Born in Newark, N.J.,
Mary Lou was a longtime
resident of Westfield. She
received her Bachelor of
Arts from Drew Univer-
sity and M.Ed. from Co-
lumbia University. Mary
Lou went on to a brief
teaching career before having a family
and returning to work in sales, eventu-
ally becoming a top sales representa-
tive at AT&T in Bedminster. Always
active in the community, she served as
president on the Board of the Unitar-
ian Church of Summit, and won the

Volunteer of the Year Award at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center.

She is survived by her husband,
Paul Belliveau; her four children,

Stacy Rohrbach (Jim),
Karin Tate (Dennis), Jeff
Lunin and David Lunin
(Angela Simmons). She
also is survived by her
extended family, Michele
Belliveau and her chil-
dren, Charlie and Henry.

A memorial service
will be held at the Uni-
tarian Church in Sum-
mit on what would have
been her 83rd birthday,
August 22, at 11 a.m. In
lieu of flowers, please

donate generously to the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center (http://
www.njpac.org/) or to the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad (http://
www.westfieldrescuesquad.org).

July 13, 2017

Mary I. Post

Laurence C. Griesemer, M.D., 98,
Ophthalmologist and Family Man

Laurence C. Griesemer, M.D., 98,
of Longmeadow, Mass., passed
away peacefully surrounded by his
family on Thursday, July 6, 2017, at
Baystate Medical Center in Spring-
field, Mass.

Born in Elizabeth,
N.J., on October 3,
1918 to the late Z.
Lawrence and Sara
(Crane) Griesemer, he
graduated from
Pingry Preparatory
School in New Jersey,
Amherst College in
Massachusetts and
Temple Medical
School in Pennsylva-
nia. During World
War II, he served as a
captain and physician
in the U.S. Army dur-
ing the invasion of
Okinawa in 1945.

After the war, Dr. Griesemer com-
pleted his internship at Lenox Hill
and his residency at New York Eye
and Ear Infirmary in New York. He
was an ophthalmologist for over 45
years with his practice in Elizabeth,
N.J. He retired from active practice
in 1995 and continued to live in
Mountainside, N.J., before moving
to Longmeadow, Mass., nearly 10
years ago to be closer to family.

Dr. Griesemer, an avid
outdoorsman, enjoyed traveling, fly
fishing, golf and skiing. His soul
and true character lives on in the

memory of his family, including his
loving wife, Ottilie (Knauer)
Griesemer of Longmeadow; his chil-
dren, John Griesemer and his wife,
Faith, of Lyme, N.H., Jeffrey

Griesemer of Ewing,
N.J., Sara Griesemer
and partner Erin Wyllie
of Sunderland, Mass.,
O. Robin Sweet and her
husband, Tom Bloom,
of Scottsdale, Ariz.,
Stephanie Sweet and
partner John Mallon of
Greenville, Tenn.,
Bertie Alvarez and her
husband, David, of Port
Charlotte, Fla., and Sa-
rah McCarthy and her
husband, Raymond, of
L o n g m e a d o w .
Laurence also has 13
grandchildren and eight

great-grandchildren who he loved
dearly. He was predeceased by his
first wife and the mother of his three
children, Joan (Rome) Griesemer.

Family and friends are invited to
gather for a service on Wednesday,
July 26, 2017, at 4 p.m., at Forastiere
Smith Funeral Home, 220 North
Main Street, East Longmeadow,
Mass. Memorial contributions in Dr.
Griesemer’s name may be made to a
charity of one’s choice. For more
information, please visit
www.forastiere.com.
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SAGE Resale Shop Posts
‘Christmas In July’ Sale

SUMMIT – The SAGE Resale
Shop will soon be filled with
snowmen and Christmas orna-
ments, decorations, greenery, holi-
day plates and serving pieces,
among other items. The shop will
hold its annual “Christmas in July”
sale, starting at 10 a.m. on Satur-
day, July 22, and continuing until
the merchandise is sold out.

The Resale Shop, located at 31B
Chatham Road, Summit, and open
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., offers an ever-changing
selection of quality goods, at rea-
sonable prices, for shoppers. In
addition, the shop accepts dona-
tions during business hours of fur-
niture, bric-a-brac, jewelry, shoes,
gifts, decorations, housewares,
china, and in-season, gently-used
and current fashions, from indi-
viduals or estate donations.

This year’s “Christmas in July”
sale will include many new and
unique items that were donated by
upscale retailer Méli Mélo Home,

which closed its Chatham store on
June 28.

“This is a very popular sale that
we all look forward to each year.
We recommend coming early for
the best selection,” said Rose
Rittweger, manager of SAGE’s Re-
sale Shop. “One of the great ben-
efits of shopping at (or giving un-
wanted items to) the Resale Shop
is that the funds go directly back to
the community for programs and
services for older adults and their
caregivers at SAGE Eldercare.”

Gregory D. Winter, 68, Family Man;
Law Partner, Active at St. Paul’s

Gregory D. Winter, 68, of Westfield,
N.J., died peacefully in his sleep on
Monday, July 3, 2017, while on vaca-
tion in Cape Cod, Mass.

Greg lived in Newark, N.J., during
his early years and then moved to
Iselin, N.J., with his family during his
teenage years. He attended high
school at Seton Hall Prep and under-
graduate school at Rutgers Univer-
sity. After college, he worked for
Kemper Insurance Company in Sum-
mit, where he met his beloved wife,
Linda (Gillie) Winter. While at
Kemper, he obtained his M.B.A. de-
gree at Rutgers and then left Kemper
to study law at New York Law School
in Manhattan, N.Y. After being ad-
mitted to the New Jersey Bar, he
joined the law firm of Methfessel and
Werbel in Rahway, N.J. A few years
later, Greg and a colleague began
their own law partnership, Winter &
Winkler, with offices in Livingston,
N.J. He retired from the law firm in
2014 after 32 years.

Greg was a dedicated member of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on East
Broad Street in Westfield. He served
the church as Warden for several years
in the 1990s, faithfully attended
church services and chaperoned sum-
mer youth volunteer trips. He also
represented the Episcopal Church in
New Jersey in various legal cases and
developed an expertise in that area.

Greg looked after his mother, car-
ing for her until his death. He was a
very loving and devoted son.

He loved to spend time with his
wife, Linda, who passed away in
November 2012. They enjoyed vaca-
tions in Cape Cod every summer as
well as taking trips to the Outer Banks,
N.C., and weekend getaways to An-
napolis, Md. and Wilmington, Del.

Greg and Linda were avid football
fans and held Giants season tickets
for many years. They would gener-
ously take Linda’s nephews and niece
to games each year, including the
famous snowball game.

Greg also loved to be with family,
never missing family get-togethers
for birthdays, weddings, sports events,
dance recitals, holidays and clam
bakes with Linda’s cousins at the
beach.

He loved to read and had a special
interest in books about the Civil War
period. He had a great ability to re-
member all sorts of facts and details –
you could always ask him an histori-
cal question and he would have the
answer.

Greg was predeceased by his wife,
Linda; his father, George Winter, and
his sister, Georgeanne (Winter)
Pearsall. He is survived by his mother,
Anne Mary (Semenock) Winter of
Iselin, N.J.; brother-in-law, Bruce
Gillie, and his wife, Dana, of Scotch
Plains, N.J.; nephew Jeffrey Gillie of
Encinitas, Calif., nephew Douglas
Gillie and his wife, Ashley, of San
Diego, Calif., and niece Christine
(Gillie) Mahoney and her husband,
Mathew, of Branchburg, N.J. He also
is survived by his sister’s children,
niece Coleen Fletcher and her hus-
band, Gregg, of Budd Lake, N.J.,
niece Maureen Pearsall of Great
Meadow, N.J., and nephew Robert
Pearsall of Morristown, N.J.

Visitation will be at Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street,
Westfield, on Thursday, July 20, from
4 to 8 p.m. A funeral service will be
held on Friday, July 21, at 11 a.m., at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield. An interment
ceremony for family and friends will
follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. Arrangements are by Gray
Funeral Directors of Westfield. You
may go to grayfuneralhomes.com for
online condolences.

In lieu of flowers, if you would
like to make a donation, please con-
tribute to St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, in honor of
Gregory D. Winter.
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