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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly everything that could
happen in a ballgame, balks,
double plays, pickoffs, stolen
bases, hard hitting and spec-
tacular run-saving catches, did
happen in the New Providence
Gold League 11U showdown be-
tween the Cranford Blue and the
Westfield White at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield on July 6. The
Cranford Blue pulled off a pair of
double plays and two rally-killing
catches in the outfield, rapped

four doubles, and benefited from
12 walks and a run-scoring balk
call but still had to hold back a
Westfield White surge to claim a
12-9 victory.

“We finally got our guys to play
a little ‘D’. We’ve been suffering
as far as errors. I think they are
starting to feel a little bit better
about themselves, started to get
comfortable, especially in the out-
field. Westfield can hit. They were
hitting some line drives at them
and I think it made them feel they
could get to the ball,” Cranford

Head Coach Mike Riley said.
“You are supposed to hit ‘em

where they ain’t’. We didn’t.
Couple of double plays. That
surely is baseball. But a great
group of kids! We hit the ball
well, pitched well and made plays
when they needed to. We gave
them a few extra runs we
shouldn’t have. That’s why you
lose,” Westfield White Head
Coach John Toal said.

Cougar Sean Riley, who scored
twice, collected three of his four
RBI on a bases-loaded double in
the top of the fourth inning. Tom
Buckman poked a two-run single
and an RBI single, walked once
and scored once. Ryan Carracino
doubled and scored twice. Nick

Kelly rapped an RBI double and
Leo Kapetanakis doubled and
scored once.

Cougar leadoff hitter Jake
D’Aquino walked three times and
scored twice. Chase Teel and Ed
Toy (walk) both singled and
scored once. Darren Bush and
Will Bauer each walked and

scored once, Matt Goldate walked
twice and Christian Moroses ham-
mered one of the hardest shots
of the game but it was hauled in
by Westfield White centerfielder
Rowan McMahill.

Westfield White hit the ball hard
also and struck out only once but
Cougar pitchers Toy and
Buckman permitted only three
walks. Randy Davis slapped a
two-run single and scored twice,
Christian Schweiger singled twice
and scored twice and Evan Sewald
singled twice and had two RBI.
Lucas Rubiera went 2-for-2,
walked once and scored twice.

Julian Montez, who reached
base twice, rapped an RBI single
and scored once. Gavin Andretta
and Jack Ryan both singled once.

CR – RILEY 4 RBI, BRUCKMAN 3 RBI; WF – DAVIS, SEWALD 2 RBI; SCHWEIGER, RUBIERA 2 RUNS

Cranford Blue 11U Holds Off Westfield White’s Surge, 12-9
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