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Recreation Dept. Moves
Forward With Improvements

East Broad St. Development
Hearing to Continue March 29

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Recreation Com-
mission members covered a large
number of proposed and ongoing
projects at their Monday night meet-
ing.

Recreation Direction Bruce
Kaufmann, advised that due to the
recent snow storm the deadline for
the submission of bids for the updates
to the bathroom facilities at Memo-
rial Field and the renovation of the

log cabin at Tamaques Park have been
extended a week. The new due date is
Wednesday, March 22.

Mr. Kaufmann also provided the
attendees with a preliminary operat-
ing budget for the Memorial Pool
facility and the various programs of-
fered by the Recreation Department
including the Summer playground
Camp. According to Mr.  Kaufmann,
pool registration is “on track” and the
pool will open Saturday, June 3 at 10
a.m. The department is in the process
of hiring lifeguards and will be offer-
ing lifeguard certification training.
The positions offer competitive sala-
ries and flexible work hours and are
open to anyone over the age of 15.

Chris Langhart, Westfield Board
of Education liaison to the recreation
commission, advised that temporary
lights have been delivered to Kehler
Field and provided a brief update on
the initiative to install updated por-
table automated external de
defibrillators (AEDs) at the
community’s fields. He explained that
the school board will likely support
the proposal and  noted that many of
the new model AEDs come with voice
prompts to walk users through  the
steps necessary in life-saving defibril-
lation and CPR.

All of the Commission members
urged the public to support the annual
Fun Run, which  will be held at
Tamaques Park on Sunday, May 21.
The race features a fast, flat course
with water stations. Official scoring
is done by computer with results
posted on race day  and on the web
with awards given to overall winners
as well as age group winners. Pro-
ceeds of the race are used to support
the community’s drug and alcohol
free  programs. Anyone interested in
becoming a sponsor should contact
the Recreation  Department. Several
commission members also noted that
photos and positive feedback on the
recent Daddy-Daughter Dance at the
Westwood in Garwood, “lit up
Facebook.” More than 300 girls and
their fathers attended the event.

In other business, two representa-
tives from the Westfield Baseball As-
sociation apologized for a recent mis-
communication regarding a spring
travel team’s use of the  Gumbert Park
facility and the commission unani-
mously voted to support a Girl Scout
Silver Award project, which would
include the installation of a book kiosk
at Sid Faye   Houilhan Field so chil-
dren watching the games will have
access to age appropriate books.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — No decisions
were reached Monday night by the
board of adjustment on a  develop-
ment application for six townhouses
at 1481 East Broad Street, where one
single-family home currently sits, due
to time constraints. The application
hearing will continue at a special
meeting on Wednesday, March 29.

The developers and the objectors
provided opening statements at
Monday’s meeting. Country Classics
developer, Scott Van Cleef, provided
opening statements and was cross-
examined by the objectors legal rep-

resentation. Development objector
and neighbor Michael Pressman, rep-
resented by attorney Richard
Schkolnick, asked the board not to
approve the application. Mr. Van Cleef
said the application is for six residen-
tial homes divided into two separate
three-unit buildings. He said the multi-
family units will be for individuals 55
and older.

 Mr. Schkolnick cited bulk vari-
ance application approval criteria. He
Schkolnick asserted the development
does not fit into the board’s approval
criteria. Mr. Schkolnick said the de-
velopment does not align with gen-
eral  public welfare and would not be

beneficial to the neighborhood. He
said the applicant poses a develop-
ment density that does not fit the
location. Mr. Schkolnick  suggested
the development is conducive to de-
veloper profit and not for a desirable
neighborhood outcome.

Mr. Van Cleef was questioned un-
der oath by Mr. Schkolnick and  con-
cerned neighbors before postpone-
ment of continuation of the hearing.

Mr. Schkolnick said the proposed
two, 11,000-square-foot buildings
with three residences over 3,000
square feet each are too massive for
the location. He said his understand-
ing is that the 3,000 square feet does
not include basement and attic devel-
opment.

 Mr. Van Cleef testified he could
not recall the exact square footage of
each development. He said the homes
would be priced in  the $700,000
range and would have three bedrooms
each.

Mr. Van Cleef suggested the homes
would be purchased by current
Westfield residents who want to
downsize for retirement.

Mr. Schkolnick said the objector is
not seeking a scenario with different
architecture, landscaping, or adjusted
driveways. Mr. Schkolnick said the
objector wants the application out-
right rejected.

Six voting board members were
present  for Monday’s hearing and the
seventh will be provided with de-
tailed transcripts of opening state-
ments and  testimony. The developer
will introduce witnesses as will the
objector, alongside time for public
comments at the March 29 meeting.

In other business, Marianna Bozetti,
of 528 West Broad Street, was unani-
mously denied by the board  to con-
struct a two-story addition to her

Freeholders Hear Comments
On Mountain Biking Trails

Sheriff, Prosecutor, Clerk
Present Budget Requests

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders Board heard from both
proponents and opponents, last
Thursday, of a proposed plan to
construct 13-and-a-half miles of new
trails in the 2,000-acre Watchung
Reservation specifically for moun-
tain bikers. Some other existing
trails are to be shared with hikers
and equestrians.

Mountain biking was permitted
in the reservation up until the mid-
1990s, but was discontinued due to
safety concerns.

The meeting was civil most of the
evening, but got heated early on and
late in the evening, with one oppo-
nent of the trails escorted out by
sheriff’s officers and another woman
warning the board as she exited
near the end that she would return
with an attorney next time. Some
shouted from the audience that the
freeholders were lying when it was
said that no trees would be removed
to construct the trails or that con-
struction had just begun on the trails.

Opponents say the trails are too
close to their homes, that the bikers
will disrupt and damage the eco-

logical nature of the reservation,
and that they would also create un-
safe conditions for other reserva-
tion users.

“This trail and the bikers that
come from this will be right in our
backyards,” said Andrew Stevenson
of Summit. He added that a reserva-
tion access point is right in front of
his home and that the increase of
persons entering the reservation is
an invasion of his privacy. He also
said the new mountain biker trails
would decrease property values of
homes in the area.

Marybeth Garry of Springfield
commented that, “The reservation
is under attack,” noting that the res-
ervation is not being maintained.

Plainfield resident Charles
Weltner said many county residents
felt “blindsided” by the county’s
plan for the new trails.

A number of speakers noted the
poor condition of some of the exist-
ing 40 miles of trails. Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski, admitting the
trails could be in better shape,
thanked county parks maintenance
staff and volunteer trail stewards for
their help in maintaining the trails.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board’s Fiscal Affairs
Committee continued its department
budget hearings on the 2017 county
spending plan last Thursday night.

County Manager Al Faella last
month presented the board with a
$503-million executive budget, of
which $355 million would be raised
through property taxes.

Last week the sheriff’s department,
county clerk, county surrogate and
prosecutor’s office presented their
spending plans to the committee.

County Sheriff Joe Cryan presented
a $19.8-million budget, a $1.9-mil-
lion increase over 2016. His budget
includes a request for four new posi-
tions at a cost of $160,755. Another
six promotions, of mostly clerical staff
at $7,682, also is proposed.

He said the new positions are re-
lated directly to security for the Eliza-
beth “One Stop” career center. He
also is requesting funding for a higher
education scholars pilot program to
increase retention of sheriff’s offic-
ers which is now at 76 percent. He
said the goal of the pilot would be to
increase that number to 81 percent.

“When we lose an officer that gradu-
ates from the (police) academy the
day after, we lose $23,657 in invest-
ment,” he said.

Of the total sheriff’s budget, $18.7
million is for salaries with another
$688,833 in overtime and $450,000
in other expenses.

In 2016, Sheriff Cryan said his de-
partment conducted active shooter
training for 700 civilians and 200
police officers. Also, sheriff’s offic-
ers, who patrol the county courthouse,
seized 43 weapons last year at the
courthouse. He said the weapons were
small enough to be concealed in an

envelope.
He said all staff at the courthouse,

including the judiciary, has taken the
active shooter drills.

The sheriff also noted, “we con-
tinue to move tens of thousands of
prisoners each year without incident.”

In terms of the new bail reform law
in New Jersey, he said the implemen-
tation has gone “from a sheriff’s stand-
point, very well.” He noted the de-
partment is much more diversified,
with “folks of color” up from 5 per-
cent to now 13 percent of sheriff’s
officers “in just two years.” Also, 28
percent of sheriff’s officers are His-
panic and 22 percent are women,
double the national law enforcement
average.

He noted that the department
brought in over $3 million in revenue
from its business office, up $1 million
over 2016. Most of that revenue was
the result of foreclosures.

The budget request for the
Prosecutor’s Office is $23.5 million,
which is about  $1.1 million over last
year’s adopted budget.

Acting Prosecutor Grace Park noted
her office’s efforts of using $750,000
in forfeiture money to purchase body
cameras for police officers. She said
there currently are 760 officers with
cameras throughout the county. She
said there has been increased demand
for Open Public Record Requests
(OPRA)  for camera footage. She

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HAVING FUN...Children enjoyed tubing at Unami Park during Tuesday’s winter
storm. The predicted blizzard fell short of the foot of snow predicted, but left the
area crippled by an ice and snow mix. Schools and businesses were shut down on
Tuesday. Most schools had delayed openings on Wednesday, with Mountainside
remaining closed due to icy road conditions.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney
LUCK OF THE IRISH...Grand Marshal Joe Nolan marches in the 21st Union
County St. Patrick's Day Parade in Union on Saturday. Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
STELLA OF NO DESIRE...Tuesday’s winter storm, named Stella, created this beautiful scene on Palsted Avenue and
Roosevelt Street Westfield.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE DAY OFF...The Vandergroef family take advantage of Tuesday’s
winter storm to get in some sledding at Unami Park.


