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Join our Team and Help 
Transform our Community… 

One Student at a Time
Union County College seeks innovative, collaborative
and  student-focused candidates who demonstrate a
strong  commitment to the College’s mission of, 
“Transforming Our Community…
One Student at a Time.” 
The personal rewards are endless and the
 benefits are outstanding. Union offers
 competitive salaries for full-time employees
combined with a comprehensive benefits
 package that creates an outstanding total
 rewards package, including dental, vision,
pension and comprehensive medical plans. Union offers
 generous paid time-off, a summer work schedule, and  tuition
remission or reimbursement.   

We invest in our employees’ careers and personal
 development and are proud to offer a variety of programs to
support our mission.

Make a difference in a student’s life.
Resumes and Applications will only be accepted online at

www.ucc.edu/jobs

Union County College does not discriminate and prohibits discrimination, as 
required by state and/or federal law, in all programs and activities, including
employment and  access to its career and technical programs.

Transforming Our Community…One Student at a Time

430 NORTH AVENUE E  •  WESTFIELD,  NJ • (908)  233-2424 • VINERIPEMARKETS.COM

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT
20% OFF YOUR NEXT 
CATERING ORDER
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Four Gubernatorial Cands.
Take Part In GOP Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

METUCHEN – The Middlesex
County Young Republicans spon-
sored and ran a Republican guberna-
torial debate last Thursday night.

Candidates who participated were
state Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli
(D-16th, Somerset), Joseph Rudy
Rullo, Hirsh Singh and Steven
Rogers. Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno was not in attendance.

Topic questions included cannabis
legalization, the public pension fund,
the state’s Transportation Trust Fund
(TTF), state taxes, the Cost of Liv-
ing Adjustment or COLA, taxpayer-
funded abortion programs, sanctu-
ary towns for illegal immigrants, the
public education system, business
innovation, and clean energy. Can-
didates were given two minutes to
discuss why they are running and
what prepared them for the job. The
debate was held at The Forum The-
atre Cultural Arts Center in
Metuchen.

Assemblyman Ciattarelli of
Hillsborough previously served as
Raritan Borough councilman and
on the Somerset County freeholder
board, and has been in the Assem-
bly since 2011. Mr. Ciattarelli cited
government inefficiencies as hin-
dering the state economy. He de-
scribed the public pension fund and
the TTF’s underfunded status as a
bad government symptom. Mr.
Ciattarelli provides a five-point plan
on his campaign website address-
ing tax reform, school reform,
streamlining government, biparti-
san collaboration and employee
benefits reform.

Mr. Ciattarelli said his main focus
is resolving “out-immigration,”
where New Jersey residents are seek-
ing to live in more affordable states.
He said New Jersey is increasingly
becoming unaffordable with cost of
living stifled by exorbitant taxes.
Mr. Ciattarelli’s tax-reform proposal
includes tax relief for residents who
work in New York City. Mr.
Ciattarelli proposes no taxes on home
improvements, death and inheritance
transfers, as well as on family-owned
business sales. He said he voted no
on the gas tax increase.

Mr. Ciattarelli said he does not
support tax-funded abortion and

Planned Parenthood programs. Mr.
Ciattarelli is a proponent of mari-
juana decriminalization but not le-
galization and considers sanctuary
cities illegal.

Mr. Rullo, of Little Egg Harbor
Township, a small business owner,
was the first Republican to declare
he was running for governor. The
candidate said he supports the right
to carry concealed weapons and will
help police departments to approve
all gun permits in 30 days, as re-
quired by law. Mr. Rullo said what
has happened to the public pension
fund and TTF is “criminal.” He said
political loopholes, allowing politi-
cians to borrow money promised to
some and disperse it to other
projects, must be disallowed per-
manently. He warned that the state’s
bonded debt is growing immensely.

The candidate supports marijuana
legalization and taxes earmarked for
TTF. Mr. Rullo’s plan to revitalize
the state budget is to cut what he
called “fat-cat” jobs and to stream-
line bureaucratic organizations. Mr.
Rullo said he would enforce a 2-
percent property tax cap for all
homeowners. Mr. Rullo said he does
not support sanctuary cities, saying
he has felt the negative effect as a
small business owner competing with
illegal immigrants. He voiced con-
cern with taxpayer dollars being used
to fund Planned Parenthood.

Mr. Singh, an Egg Harbor Town-
ship resident and New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology graduate, is an
executive and engineer working in
the aerospace and defense industry.
Mr. Hirsh stated the importance for
Republicans to retain governorship
to stop “outright wasteful spending.”
Mr. Hirsh said he does not support
tax dollars being used to fund
Planned Parenthood nor abortions.

Mr. Hirsh does not support sanc-
tuary townships and supports an en-
trepreneurial outlook on marijuana
legalization. Mr. Hirsh said New
Jersey must innovate in technology
and renewable energy while cutting
costs. He said he has the vision of a
high-speed light rail system that
would be more effective than current
rail systems and more cost effective
than driving cars. Mr. Hirsh said the
TTF and other government spend-
ing must be contained. The candi-
date said he wants to cut education
costs by consolidating the state’s 586
school districts to 21 school districts
aligned within each county. Mr. Hirsh
said he would repeal the 23-cent gas
tax increase.

Mr. Rogers, serving his second
term on the Nutley Board of Com-
missioners, reached the rank of de-
tective lieutenant in the Nutley Po-
lice Department before retiring. He
also achieved the rank of lieutenant
commander USN. Mr. Rogers addi-
tionally served as a senior naval
intelligence officer for the FBI’s
National Joint Terrorism Task
Force. The candidate said he wants
to improve life for veterans regard-
ing health insurance and care. Mr.
Rogers, whose wife is an immigrant,
said sanctuary towns are illegal and
should not be supported. He said
veterans should get free healthcare
instead of illegal immigrants in New
Jersey hospitals.

Mr. Rogers does not support tax
dollars funding abortion nor Planned
Parenthood and wants to bolster the
state’s largest private industries to
reduce the unemployment number.
Mr. Rogers also supports repealing
the gas tax hike. Mr. Rogers cited a
life prison sentence for drug traf-
fickers as how he would solve New
Jersey’s heroin epidemic.

The candidate wants to increase
revenue to keep the state desirable
economically for residents. Mr.
Rogers suggested eliminating
PARCC testing and Common Core
to reduce education costs. Mr. Rogers
totaled the costs associated with such
tests at $108 million a year.
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home. Ms. Bozetti said she purchased
the home with her husband in foreclo-
sure. Ms. Bozetti confirmed she has
one child and wanted the extra space
to develop a home comfortable for a
family.

Board member Andrew Wasserman
said the continuous wall totaling 70
feet, after the project is completed,
would  not fit with neighborhood aes-
thetics. The town ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of  20
percent; Ms. Bozetti’s proposed ap-
plication is for 23.6 percent.  The
ordinance allows a maximum floor
area  ratio of 35 percent; Ms. Bozetti’s
proposed addition totals 40.9 per-
cent.

The applicant’s attorney, Paul
Mirabelli, said the homeowners were
willing to leave the basement unde-
veloped for storage.

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said while the board re-
mains sympathetic to the family, the
applicant must be denied. Mr.
Heinbokel said future homeowners
may need to apply for relief to de-
velop storage facilities that may en-
croach on neighboring property.

Arthur Gawkowski, of 536 West
Broad Street, sought board approval
to construct a deck, extend an exist-
ing mudroom, and retain two sheds.
Mr. Gawkowski said the mudroom
was for his dogs that were used to
protect his wife and make her feel
safe in their home.

Mr. Gawkowski said his son is a
doctorate candidate at Rutgers Uni-
versity and the sheds would be used
for him to work on his projects.

Lenore Scurry, of 538 West Broad
Street, testified that the project had
begun without town approval and the
mudroom was falsely represented by
Mr. Gawkowski as an addition project.
Ms. Scurry introduced a family photo
as evidence dating back to 1940, de-
picting the mudroom never existed.

Mr. Gawkowski said he informed
the board he was unaware approval
was needed and was doing the con-
struction without a contractor to in-
form him.

Town Planner Donald Sammet said
Mr. Gawkowski did start the project
illegally, but was going through pro-
cedures to complete the project cor-
rectly.

Mr. Gawkowski was unanimously
denied by the board.

said the quality of the footage has
been pretty good.

On bail reform, the “overall reac-
tion in this county has been positive,”
said Ms. Park. “I think we have been
able to detain most violent criminals”
by establishing to the court the high
risk they pose if released from jail
pending trial, she stated. She said
workload for her assistant prosecu-
tors has been significant as hearings
for all charged must be held within 48
hours of their arrests including week-
ends and holidays. About 70 deten-
tion hearings have been held since
January, she said.

To compensate for additional week-
end and holiday hours for assistant
prosecutors, Ms. Park said she is re-
questing another $100,000 in her
budget. She also said her office came
in $1.1 million under budget in 2016
and brought in $1.7 million in forfei-
ture money.

Fiscal Affairs Committee Chair-
man Al Mirabella said the body cam-
eras are a “good practice” for “that
extra protection for the officer and
the public.”

Ms. Park also said speedy trials,
another part of the bail reform law,
has caused trials to be held within 180
days from when charges are brought
against a defendant. She said it used
to take two to three years before a
homicide case went to trial.

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said her
office’s total revenues were over $40
million in 2016, the highest revenue-
generating year in her office since
2007. The county’s portion of that
amount was $8.7 million. The office
handles things such as construction
liens, passports, and notary public
applications. She said she was at the
Westfield Clerk’s Office Annex on
March 4 when the office processed
115 passport applications. “The vol-
ume is unbelievable. They are out the
door,” she said.

In January and February of 2017
she said her office brought in over $8
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Jamie Meiselman of Westfield,
representing Jersey Off Road Bicy-
cling Association (JORBA), noted
that JORBA assists in maintaining
mountain biking trails throughout
the state including state parks, state
forests, wildlife preserves and other
county parks. In responding to state-
ments from opponents, he said in-
formation has been available online
since the trails master plan was
adopted in February 2016. “And as
a result the plan has evolved,” Mr.
Meiselman said, noting the pro-
posed plan was “based on feedback
from all stakeholders. It’s not being
in a vacuum.”

Joe Weiss of Westfield, also a
member of JORBA, said there is
“misinformation” being circulated
about the trails project. He urged
the freeholders to rely on “real facts
when making your decision.”

Thomas Dunn of Cranford said
the trails provide a means of exer-
cise for kids in an age of increased
childhood obesity and youths with
behavioral problems.

“All we are asking for is equal
access just like any other user
group,” Andrew Stillufson of
Westfield said.

Trails opponent Kurt Krause of
Cranford said the proposed plan
would create the “Swiss cheese of
trails.” He said the county would
need to have additional county po-
lice officers to enforce rules for the
mountain bike trails as they will
likely draw a lot of new people to
the reservation. He estimated the
cost at $200,000 a year for two to
three new officers.

Many of the freeholders said they
would consider comments echoed
by all the speakers. When one speaker
said JORBA had reported on its

million in revenue, the most for a
two-month span in the history of the
clerk’s office.

She said volume in passports for
January and February was over 3,700,
up 1,200 for the same period last year
due to an influx of immigrants com-
ing in the office to obtain passports
for their children “who are bona fide
American citizens because they were
born here.” She said the increase was
caused, in part, by President Donald
Trump’s travel ban and concerns over
the administration’s immigration poli-
cies.

In addition, New Jersey driver’s
licenses do not meet the qualifica-
tions for the federal government’s ID
law, thus “people will have to count
on their passports as ID in certain
areas” such as entering federal build-
ings.

Her proposed clerk’s office budget
for 2017 is $2.5 million, of which
$2.2 million is salaries. The election
division’s budget is $1.3 million, of
which only $148,620 is for salaries.
The budget is down over $300,000,
as last year was a Presidential elec-
tion year.

Three part-time positions and fill-
ing two vacancies will cost another
$120,000.

County Surrogate James LaCorte’s
office, which handles around 6,000
clients annually, has a proposed 2017
budget of a little over $1 million. Mr.
LaCorte requested six staff promo-
tions totaling a little over $24,000.

Mr. LaCorte said his office handled
around 8,000 calls for probate mat-
ters. He held a seminar on probates in
Mountainside  attended by around 40
seniors.

He also said he is anticipating the
retirement of Deputy Surrogate Jo
Ann Schwab “within in the coming
year.”

“The deputy surrogate is by far the
most valuable member of my office,”
Mr. LaCorte said.

website that construction had already
started on the trails, Freeholder
Chairman Bruce Bergen said,
“JORBA doesn’t speak for this
county.”

“This is something that we will
definitely study,” Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella said of the
overall project and of comments
from those who spoke at Thursday’s
meeting.

“We are going to make the best
decision for the most amount of
people,” Mr. Mirabella added.

In other business, the freeholders
approved the first reading of a $8-
million bond ordinance to provide
additional security for the new fam-
ily courthouse on Cherry Street in
Elizabeth. Officials have said the
$36-million facility was constructed
due to a loss of space at the Union
County Courthouse caused by the
need to construct an additional inte-
rior staircase to reach the tower at
the courthouse. Officials have said
the state ordered the new staircase
due to state fire code violations.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son questioned why taxes were be-
ing increased by $10.2 million in
the executive budget presented by
County Manager Al Faella.

He said the operating budget of
Runnells Specialized Hospital was
between $13 million and $17 mil-
lion when it was owned by the county.
He said despite the fact Runnells
was sold in 2014, the county tax
increase went from around $13 mil-
lion to $10 million, but should have
resulted in no tax increase.

“You guys are sitting on a lot of
money,” Mr. Paterson said, noting
that last year’s budget surplus was
$55 million. “We know it’s out of
control...It’s beyond comprehension.”

FRIENDLY WAGER...This group of golfing buddies made a friendly wager
during a golf trip last May on the Presidential Election; the winners would be
treated to a steak dinner at a restaurant of their choosing.  Sweet Waters Steak
House in Westfield was the choice of the winners. The big dinner payoff, “Making
Shack Great Again,”  started off with an appetizer of humble pie. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Larry Londino (loser), Robert Cozzolina (winner), John Ferko
(observer to ensure payoff), Jim Schoening (loser), Jim Schoening, Jr. (winner)
and Sal Crisitello (observer).

County Briefs Planning Bd.
On Fuel Tank Replacement

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from Union County briefed
the planning board on Monday about
plans to replace two underground stor-
age tanks at the county’s public works
facility on South Avenue.

Stephen Merman, assistant county
counsel, and supervising engineer
Paul Leso spoke about the project at
the board’s regular meeting, with Mr.
Leso saying the replacement of the
15,000-gallon tanks was necessitated
when one of the double-walled un-
derground fuel tanks recently experi-
enced a leak in its outer wall. In a
response to a query from Mayor
Alexander Smith, Mr. Leso said no
fuel was spilled into the soil. Instead,
some ground water had leaked into
the space between the inner and outer
walls of the tank, setting off the

system’s leak-detection device.
The two tanks, which are at least 15

years old, hold gasoline and diesel
fuel that is used by county vehicles
and will be replaced with identical
tanks, Mr. Leso said. A 20-foot by 30-
foot canopy over a new dispensing
station will be replaced as well with a
slightly larger one measuring 42 feet
by 42 feet. New lighting under the
canopy will be aimed downward and
will not spill over to any nearby resi-
dential properties. Mr. Leso estimated
the project to take one or two months
at most, and expected it to begin next
month.

Board member Mike Weber ex-
pressed some concerns about addi-
tional leaking as the old tanks are
removed, but Mr. Leso said that state
environment protection agencies will
oversee the project to ensure that
spills and other problems do not arise.

Before the meeting adjourned,
board member Carla Kelly, the board’s
liaison to the township environmen-
tal commission, said the commission
plans to conduct a study of the entire
township and identify where open
space — public and private — exists,
and hopes to complete the inventory
by the fall.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney
PIPES AND DRUMS...Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums march
down Morris Avenue Union on Saturday in the 21st Union County St. Patrick's
Day Parade in Union.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
WINTRY MIX...This person shovels out from Tuesday’s  winter storm that
dumped snow and  ice on the region.
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