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TOP PERFORMERS...Three Cranford High School (CHS) students performed
in the NJ All-State Treble Chorus on Saturday, February 25 at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center in Newark.  Pictured left to right, are Rose Michetti,
grade 10, Kelly McMahon, and Laura Salway, both grade 11 grade. The singers
performed under the direction of Canadian composer Eleanor Daley. This school
year, a total of 11 CHS students were selected for and participated in the NJ All-
State Choruses. The students were sponsored by Anthony Rafaniello, Director of
Choral Activities at CHS.
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Park Middle School Drama
Club Presents Honk!Junior
SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle

School’s Drama Club is honored to
stage Honk! Junior as its spring mu-
sical production. Kaitlyn Reiser, the
vocal music teacher at Coles Elemen-
tary School, is directing the show.
The productions will be staged on
Friday, March 24 and Saturday, March
25 at 7 p.m., and on Sunday, March
26 at 2 p.m.

“The kids have been working dili-
gently since December to put on a
great show, and you won’t be disap-
pointed!” said Ms. Reiser. “It’s a great
show for adults and children alike,
and I am amazed at the talent these
middle school students possess! You
won’t want to miss this!”

Honk! Junior will feature Park
Middle students in the sixth through
eighth grades. Miss Reiser is ecstatic
to be directing her first show. She
recently earned her Masters in Music
Education from New York Univer-
sity and is always pursuing the most
recent research and practices in mu-
sic education.

Honk! Junior, written by George
Styles and Anthony Drewe, is the re-
telling of the classic Hans Christian
Andersen Tale The Ugly Duckling.
Transformed into a modern musical
comedy, Honk! Junior is appropriate
for everyone in the family. Honk!
tells the story of Ugly, whose odd,
gawky looks instantly incite preju-
dice from his family and neighbors.
Separated from the farm and pursued
by a hungry Cat, Ugly must find his
way, while his loving mother, Ida,
searches for him. Along his journey
he not only discovers his true beauty
and glorious destiny but he also finds
love and acceptance. Honk!, with all
of its wonderful humor, charm and

message of tolerance, is perfect for
audiences of all ages.

Tickets can be purchased at
parkhonk.brownpapertickets.com.

Park Middle School is located at
580 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Judged solely on its surface value,
director James Mangold’s Logan, the
third and reputedly final escapade of
the Wolverine/Marvel Comics/super-
hero/X-Men series, rates a six on my
excitement scale. However, bear in mind
that loyal adherents of this franchise
evaluate their cherished, alternate world
of right, wrong and not so sure by their
very own, entirely proprietary mea-
sure. They couldn’t care less about
what this fuddy-duddy thinks.

Well, good. There is much philo-
sophical baloney and wisdom to be
gleaned from the generation gap. Hence,
knowing my place as the Brave New
World thunders outside my slightly
blemished ivory tower of pontification,
kindly acknowledge that my purpose in
the next eight paragraphs is to be a
cultural emissary to my fellow Great
Unwashed. Bringing news of a largely
younger group’s treats, intrigues and
mores, I feature myself a Marco Polo of
film criticism. Hmm, I could go for a
bowl of spaghetti.

I admit that while I experienced no
such disconnect from the provocatively
entertaining Doctor Strange (2016), a
movie bred in the same stable as Logan,
it nonetheless took about 15 minutes
into this latter film for me to figure out
what was happening. I wished I had
boned up on my Marvel lore. However,
I remembered the dictum by dear old
Dr. Halberstadter at Olde Ivy Film Criti-
cism College: “Make believe you are
interpreting what you see for someone
from Mars, totally unaware of our cul-
ture.”

Admittedly, I never quite understood
the rule, and more than once wondered
if Hansel Halberstadter’s call for such
extreme objectivity was an oblique way
to foster sensitivity to Martians, just in
case they ever visited. But the professor
was such a kind man, and he often
invited favorites to his comfy cottage
off campus, built to look as if it were
made of gingerbread and candy. There,
along with sherry and scones, his wife
Gretel, who had a Viennese accent de-
spite being a fifth generation Texan,
served great spaetzle. They won me
over.

In any case, despite there being no
spaghetti or spaetzle being imbibed in
the dystopian future where Hugh
Jackman’s Wolverine/Logan is being
pursued by some very immoral charac-
ters, once I knew who was who my
bewilderment turned into enlightened
confusion. It is heartening to know that,
through allegory and metaphor, the
brains behind “Logan” and those young
minds receiving their message, are fully
aware of the racist inclinations that
plague our society.

In Logan’s scenario of a depraved
autocracy trying to hang on to the as-
sumed privilege established by their
bigoted ancestors, the huddled masses

are mutants… misunderstood, put upon
beings of multifarious color, stripe and
often wondrous talent. For the most
part they simply wish to live in peace
and prosper. But be aware that implicit
in this Millennial-charged attempt to
understand the disingenuous aims of
the powers that be, our smarter children
have established a sarcastic shield. You
see, the kids know. They just want
adults to show gumption.

No longer is there is simply black,
white and gray, but rather, an
acknowledgement of something more
complicated. For example, Logan is
good not just by what humanitarian
instincts he might exhibit, but by his
angst over the killing he’s done to pre-
serve life and knife-sprouting upper
limbs. When he reluctantly becomes
guardian, tutor and fellow traveler to
pre-teen Laura (Dafne Keen), a waif
mutant with striking genetic similari-
ties to himself, an empathic soap opera
mechanism adds to the ambiguity. The
bad guys, on the other hand, are just
bad.

Led by Stormtrooper-type Pierce
(Boyd Holbrook), point man for
Transigen, a dark, quasi-government
force full up with supremacist, hu-
man-engineering lunacy reminiscent
of Mengele, the authoritarians are
rounding up mutants. Of course,
whether in film or real life, this is
nothing new. It’s just class warfare
dressed in sci-fi clothes as the futuris-
tic, financially elite, acutely aware of
their minority, employ technology to
maintain their dominance.

On the run, but paying only minor
lip service to Laura’s dreamy conten-
tion that a sanctuary for mutant chil-
dren exists just across the Canadian
border, Logan attempts to lead her and
Patrick Stewart’s ailing, Charles
Frances Xavier (Professor X) to safety.
Action-packed skirmishes contrast
with getting-to-know-you sentimen-
tality. While neither Wolverine nor
Laura read it on the cover of a super-
market mag, both have a strong in-
kling regarding their bio-connection.

Although ultimately engaged while
watching this postmodern muckrake,
its amusement value soon evaporated
and was replaced by its decidedly con-
ditional optimism. Wending my way to
where spaghetti might heighten my ana-
lytical abilities, I considered a telling
irony. Our first comic superhero was
created to emotionally combat The
Great Depression, emerging dictators
and the rumblings of approaching war.
And now, again calling upon artistic
endeavor to ameliorate injudicious
forces we’ve mistakenly unleashed, Lo-
gan offers its cutting perception.

***
Logan, rated R, is a Twentieth Cen-

tury Fox release directed by James
Mangold and stars Hugh Jackman,
Patrick Stewart and Dafne Keen. Run-
ning time: 137 minutes

Scotch Plains Resident
Appointed to Theatre Board

Annual Organ Festival
Features Four Top Organists

NEW BRUNSWICK – State The-
atre New Jersey has appointed a new
member to the Board of Trustees:
Craig J. Guiffre, of Scotch Plains,
Managing Director and Chief Oper-
ating Officer for American Benefits
Consulting.

“We are thrilled to welcome Craig
to our Board of Trustees,” said Scott
Fergang, Chair of the State Theatre
Board of Trustees. “State Theatre New
Jersey is fortunate to have found such
experienced and dedicated individual
with an undeniable passion for the

arts.”
“Craig is a great addition to our

Board,” said Tom Carto, State The-
atre New Jersey President and CEO.
“He is a passionate and active ambas-
sador for the arts and will help con-
tribute to our exciting upward mo-
mentum.”

“I am very impressed with the State
Theatre’s record of success as well as
their highly respected brand in the
community and the region and am I
honored to join the Board of Trust-
ees,” said Mr. Guiffre.

PLAINFIELD – Organists Brian
Preston Harlow, Colin MacKnight,
Thomas Rodgers, and Barbara Th-
ompson will be performing on Sun-
day, March 19 at 3 p.m. at the historic
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
(CAPC) in Plainfield. The annual
organ festival, this year entitled Pipe
Dreams, provides an opportunity to
enjoy the range and power of the 97
rank Gilbert Adams organ, in the gor-
geous acoustics of CAPC’s Neo-
Gothic sanctuary.

This year, selections by Bach,
Clerambault, Duruflé, and others will
be performed.

 Mr. Preston Harlow is the Organ-
ist and Choirmaster of St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Gladstone; Di-
rector of the Rutgers University Cho-
rus, Newark Campus; and both Di-
rector of the Apprentice Chorus and
music theory teacher at the Newark
Boys Chorus School.

Mr. MacKnight is a C.V. Starr Doc-
toral Fellow at The Juilliard School,
where he also received his Bachelor’s
and Master’s degrees. He serves as
Assistant Organist at New York City’s
Church of the Resurrection under
music director David Enlow.

Mr. Rodgers has been the Director
of Music at the Bound Brook Presby-
terian Church since 1976.

Ms. Thomson is currently Voorhees
Chapel Organist at Rutgers University,
Organist and Director of Music at the
Congregational Church of Westfield,
and Organist and Director of Music at
Temple B’nai Abraham in Livingston.

CAPC is located at 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield. Tickets for gen-
eral admission are $20, seniors are
$15 and students are $5. Tickets may
be purchased at the door the day of the
concert, or are available during nor-
mal business hours at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church office.
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Birdie
Allen, “A Lot of Livin’ to Do” and
“Kids.” In “Baby, Talk to Me,” a male
quartet backs up Albert with nice har-
mony.

Dozens of student and adult leaders
are listed in the program as directors
and assistant directors, so congratula-
tions are well deserved all around.
Adorable costumes by Joanne Sprague
shout period pieces and choreogra-
pher Jennifer DiGiuseppe has done an
amazing job in putting over 45 stu-
dents on the stage at one time. They
clearly are having a ball. Pit orchestra
conductor and co-producer Durand
Thomas gets the professional and stu-
dent orchestra to soar. Co-producer
and music co-director Jan Allen has,
with the others, collaborated with their
new director of the SPFHS Rep pro-
duction, Courtney Nemec. Ms. Nemec
served as assistant director last year
and previous years in other capacities
and has now earned the title of “direc-
tor” with this energetic production.

Every generation laments, “Kids.
Why can’t they be like we were, per-
fect in every way…?” But the kids in
this production are close to being per-
fect just the way they are on that stage.

Bye Bye Birdie continues today,
Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are available at
birdieSPFHS.brownpapertickets.com.

Carriage House Poetry
Reading Series Continues

SHOWTIME...Pingry's Departments of Drama and Music presented Curtains in
late February. The show is a musical comedy mystery from the creators of Cabaret
and Chicago. Members of the cast and crew pictured above include: Nicholas
Grimaldi ’19 (Scotch Plains), Jasmine McMorran ’17 (Westfield), Lydia Gargano
’19 (Westfield) and Jason Bisgay ’19 (Fanwood).

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free evening of poetry read-
ings on Tuesday, March 21 begin-
ning at 8 p.m. in the Patricia Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off
North Martine Avenue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS use 75
N. Martine Avenue).

 The evening’s readings will fea-
ture New Jersey poets Donna Baier
Stein and David Crews.

 Ms. Baier Stein is a poet, novel-
ist, short story writer and the founder
of Tiferet Journal.

Mr. Crews is the author of the
poetry collections Circadian Rhythm
(2014) and High Peaks (2015),

which chronicles his hikes in New
York’s Adirondack Mountains.

 The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries was launched in 1998 and is now
in its 19th year at the Kuran Arts
Center, an historic Gothic Revival
structure that was once a 19th cen-
tury carriage house, hence the name
of the series. The March 21 reading
is free and open to the public. An
open mic will follow the featured
performances.

 For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions, information, and to
see the 2017 Poetry Series calendar,
visit carriagehousepoetryseries.
blogspot.com.

Ithaca College Students
Named to Spring Dean's List

ITHACA, N.Y. – Ithaca College
congratulates students named to
Dean's List for the fall 2016 semester

Molly Bandelli, a resident of
Westfield and Television-Radio ma-
jor, was named to the Dean's List in
Ithaca College's School of Commu-
nications for the fall 2016 semester.

Julia Bieber, a resident of Westfield
and Occupational Therapy major, was
named to the Dean's List in Ithaca
College's School of Health Sciences
and Human Performance for the fall
2016 semester.

Nicholas Cahill, a resident of
Mountainside and Clinical Health
Studies major, was named to the
Dean's List in Ithaca College's School
of Health Sciences and Human Per-
formance for the fall 2016 semester.

Leo Kleiman-Lynch, a resident of
Westfield and Psychology major, was
named to the Dean's List in Ithaca
College's School of Humanities and
Sciences for the fall 2016 semester.

Emily McLane, a resident of
Westfield and Occupational Therapy
major, was named to the Dean's List
in Ithaca College's School of Health
Sciences and Human Performance
for the fall 2016 semester.

Chandler Robertson, a resident of
Westfield and English major, was
named to the Dean's List in Ithaca

College's School of Humanities and
Sciences for the fall 2016 semester.

Charly Solomon, a resident of
Westfield and Recreation Manage-
ment major, was named to the Dean's
List in Ithaca College's School of
Health Sciences and Human Perfor-
mance for the fall 2016 semester.

Ponterdolph Named to
Dean’s List at MCPHS

BOSTON, Mass. – Massachusetts
College of Pharmacy and Health Sci-
ence University announced that
Annabelle Ponterdolph has been
named to the Dean’s List for the Fall
2016 semester. Annabelle is a native
of Scotch Plains and is pursuing a
Bachelor of Science in Premedical
and Health Studies.  Annabelle will
graduate from the Boston, Massa-
chusetts campus in 2017.

The Dean’s List recognizes those
students with a full-time course load
who have achieved outstanding schol-
arship with a 3.5 GPA or higher for
the academic term.
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