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l'ennemi du journaliste

WICHELNS SCORED 350 PTS, BANGED 44 3-POINTERS; WILLIAMSON NETS 186 PTS, 21 THREES

Lady Cougars Finish Strong; Next Year Looks Promising
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two returning starters with the
need to fill the vacancies made it
a bumpy road for the Cranford
High School girls basketball team
throughout the first half of the
season but the Lady Cougars
began to get in sync towards the
end, winning six of their final 11
games, while being competitive
in some of the losses during that
span. With all starters returning,
the Cougars, who finished with a
10-15 record, should have a very
promising outlook for next year.

Junior Cam Wichelns proved to
be an asset in every aspect of the
game, especially scoring where
she led the team with 350 points
(14.6 points per game), which
included sinking 60 free throws.
Not only was she dangerous un-
derneath the basket but if oppo-
nents ever gave her enough room,
she would bang the threes and
led the team with 44 3-pointers.
She also led the team in re-
bounds and assists and added
several blocked shots and steals.

Sophomore Lauren Williamson,
who was very stubborn defen-

sively, also was quite a scoring
threat and she would also make
opponents pay dearly if they ever
gave her enough room from be-
yond the arc. Although Williamson
missed six straight games to-
wards the end of the season and
one earlier in the season, she
finished with 186 points (10.3
points per game), including 21 3-
pointers. Williamson was also
very quick with her hands and
averaged more than two steals
per game.

“Cam and Williamson were big
scorers for us this year. They
were both able to shoot from the
outside and attack the basket
when we needed to score. Their
quick hands created many steals

and fast break lay-ups for us,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer
said.

Junior Lauren Santarelli came
on strong as the season pro-
gressed and was largely instru-
mental in the Cougars’ wild 47-
46 overtime win over Morris
Catholic on February 23 when
she sank a three at the end of
regulation then sank two of three
free throws after being fouled on
a 3-point attempt in overtime to
seal the victory. Santarelli fin-
ished with 143 points, including
35 3-pointers, and 22 assists.
She also pulled 57 rebounds.

Junior Caroline Kelly’s quickness
rewarded her with 65 rebounds
and 149 points. She also contrib-
uted 33 assists and 14 steals.
Junior Caroline McCaffery finished
with 78 points, 28 rebounds, 20

assists and 15 acts of thievery.
Senior Brianna Scotti came off

the bench and demonstrated her
defensive skills with 65 rebounds
and four blocked shots, while
contributing 50 points and eight
assists. Sophomore Olivia Speer
finished with 72 points, 23 re-
bounds, eight assists and six
steals. Junior Charlotte Van Why
sank 67 points and added 14
rebounds, 13 assists and a pair
of blocked shots.

The three most exciting games
came down the home stretch,
beginning with a 55-54 sting by
the Union Catholic Vikings on
Valentine’s Day. Next came the
Morris Catholic thriller on “Se-
nior Night” and finally with a
season-ending 58-53 overtime
loss to West Morris in the North
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