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Courtesy of Henry Hom
BOY SCOUTS ADVENTURE...Boy Scout Troop No. 73 of Westfield canoed on
Atsion Lake and Harris Pond in Wharton State Forest in the Pine Barrens of
southern New Jersey during the weekend of May 5 to 7.  Thirty-three Scouts and
15 Adult Scouters participated and enjoyed the pristine natural environment of
the lakes. They camped at Bodine Field, where they enjoyed troop games and an
evening campfire. Anyone interested in joining Boy Scout Troop No. 73 may
contact Scoutmaster Seamus Cunningham at seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky held a campaign
kickoff re-election party on Saturday at the home of Veena and Jitendra Sharma.
At right is state Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), who also serves
as the town’s Republican Committee chairman.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HUNTING FOR SPECIALS...Police direct traffic in Westfield for shoppers
turning out for Girls’ Night Out held last Thursday.
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One-Seat

parking limit in the area, which has
become overrun with commuters
parking their cars. Mr. Debbie ex-
plained the process for creating a
petition to extend the parking ordi-
nance and noted that several other
residents near bus stops also had
complained about the increased
number of commuters who appear
to be ignoring the parking restric-
tions in residential areas.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer be-
gan the meeting by asking those
present to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of Werner Schon,
who passed away on May 14. Mr.
Schon, a longtime resident of Moun-
tainside and a former member of the
borough council, was born on June
13, 1933 and received a degree in
accounting from Upsala College.
Services will be held at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield today, Thursday, May
18, with a Mass of Christian Burial
to be offered at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside on Friday, May 19.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli urged all
residents to participate in the
borough’s Memorial Day Parade,
which will begin with a ceremony at
the newly-renovated Veterans’ Me-
morial at Constitution Plaza. Mayor
Mirabelli reminded the public that
a special proclamation in honor of
William Tomko will be presented at
the ceremony. Mr. Tomko served in
the United States Navy during World
War II and received a Purple Heart.
He participated in the invasion of
Sicily and Salerno and the D-Day
invasion at Normandy. In 2012, he
was invited by French President
Nicholas Sarkozy to the French Em-
bassy in New York to receive the
French Legion of Honor, which is
the highest military decoration in
France.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion requesting help in the fight to
save the federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) pro-
gram and insure there is no reduc-
tion in funding for the program in
fiscal year 2017. CDBG was estab-

ness and Economic Development
of Cranford Township. “This af-
fects the whole community.”

One-seat rides increase the value
of transportation to Manhattan from
towns in the area, therefore increas-
ing the value of the towns them-
selves as well as the property val-
ues. This was seen when towns such
as South Orange, Summit and
Morristown received one-seat rides.

People who have signed the peti-
tion also include those who looked
at these towns and decided not to
move to them because of this key
transportation problem.

“When I first moved back to New
Jersey after having my first two
kids in the city, we looked at the
train schedules and we looked at
The Star-Ledger’s school report,”
said Lacey Rzeszowski of Summit,
a candidate for the New Jersey Gen-
eral Assembly in the 21st Legisla-
tive District. “We were down to
loving these two communities of
Summit and Westfield, and we ulti-
mately chose Summit because it was
a significantly faster commute from
Midtown Direct.”

Penn Station does not have the
capacity to add one-seat rides like it
did about 20 years ago for towns
like Summit. The capacity will not
likely increase for a number of years
when the Gateway Project is fin-
ished, enabling room for 30 trains
at the peak hour, officials said.

Therefore, since Penn Station cur-
rently does not have more capacity,
for the Raritan Valley commuter
line area to get a one-seat ride train,
someone else would have to give
one up, which several people and
legislators have objected to.

Additionally, the Raritan area
would most likely need more than
one peak hour one-seat ride.

According to Mr. Palmer, having
one one-seat ride would “probably
cause more problems than solve be-
cause it would be a zoo.”

Mr. Palmer also mentioned that
the tunnels of the Hudson Tunnel
project need to be made simulta-
neously with the Penn Station re-
pairs. He stressed that the vision for
Penn Station needs to be long term
and not include political involve-
ment or saving a few dollars since it
is going to be around for the next 50
years, not five or 10.

lished by Congress in 1974 with the
goal of the program being to sup-
port the well-being of America’s
citizens by encouraging affordable
housing and economic revitaliza-
tion. President Donald Trump’s bud-
get for fiscal year 2017 proposes to
eliminate the program, which cur-
rently receives $3 billion in federal
funding. The mayor and council sup-
port the continuation of the pro-
gram, which Mountainside has ben-
efited from over the last 42 years.

that the downtown storefronts are
showing a 92-percent occupancy
rate.

In regards to signage, resident
Debby Burslem said that signage
should be “appropriate.” She noted
that a store located downtown has
nine signs.

It was announced that Marano
Gelato is to open Memorial Day
weekend at 116 Elm Street.

May was named Mental Health
Month. Carolyn Buoscio and Janet
Sarkos, the executive director of Car-
ing Contact, received the proclama-
tion from Mayor Skibitsky.

During public comment, resident
Jeff Datillo said he did not think it
was “fair” that residents had asked
the mayor and council for their opin-
ion on global warming, calling it
“irrelevant issues to what is going on
in our town.”

He then went on to talk about the
downtown vacancies. “To criticize
council and mayor, I don’t think it’s
fair,” he said. “We have a fiscally
sound budget, taxes…are
fair…services are excellent. You
guys have to be commended for what
you do.”
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Downtown
Greg Bardzell of Education First

had made a request to Westfielders
to host international students during
the summer. Education First is in
need of host families for students
from China, Russia, Spain, Italy and
France during the period Wednes-
day, June 28 through Tuesday, Au-
gust 22. The stipend is $100 per
student per week. More details can
be found by calling (617) 460-1801.

Councilman Sam Della Fera said
during the conference session that
resident Nancy Griffith’s request to
the council to pass a resolution in
favor of Assembly Bill 2203, the
Renewable Energy Transition Act,
that calls to switch to 80-percent
renewable energy by 2050, was dis-
cussed in a committee meeting and
is being considered.

Mayor Skibitsky also noted in
the conference session that the town
council does not dictate rental rates
for any business downtown, nor
does it subsidize rents. “High rents
are a sign of a vibrant downtown,”
he said.
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Scotch Plains
ment of this initial area will include
public hearings so that residents and
property owners could voice their
opinions.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil passed a $50,000 bond ordinance
for repairs to the heating and air-
conditioning system at the library.
Another resolution authorized a con-
tract not to exceed $68,403 to Tru
Stor, which does business as Hunter
Technologies, to install a new tele-
phone system in the municipal build-
ing. Another contract was awarded to
Beyer Ford to purchase three new
police vehicles for $92,449.

Andrew Gitto was sworn in as the
newest member of the police depart-
ment, and a proclamation was issued
declaring May 14 to 20 as Police
Week. A resolution also was read
congratulating the rescue squad on its
80th anniversary and declaring May
as Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Month.

Women’s Softball Regis. Up
500 Percent; Concerts Due
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Recreation
Director Matt Mercurio has an-
nounced that 92 women have regis-
tered to play in the township’s soft-
ball league.

“The increase in participants is up
almost 500 percent. In previous years
the league averaged 20-plus partici-
pants,” Mr. Mercurio said at Monday’s
recreation commission meeting.

“The league is great for socializ-
ing with other females from town
and was created for everyone in-
volved to have fun. A playoff series
may exist or may not; we are leaving
it up to the ladies to decide,” Assis-
tant Recreation Director Julie
Buonaguro said.

Thursday Night Concerts on the
Green will take place at 7:30 p.m.
beginning July 13 and continuing
through August 3. Performers will
include Pat Dinizio of The
Smithereens, The 80’s Explosion,
Wolf Creek, and the Brother John
Brown Band.

Friday Nights at the Movies, where
all movies begin promptly after dusk,
will begin July 14 and continue
throughout August 25. Titles include
Sing, Westside Story, Toy Story,
League of Their Own and Moana.
An official schedule for movies and
concert start times, location, and rat-
ings will be updated on the recre-
ation department’s website in up-
coming weeks. Summer concerts and
movies will take place at Alan M.
Augustine Park next to the munici-
pal building on Park Avenue.

The Starz theatre program per-
forms its annual show on Fridays,
July 21 and July 28. “The Starz pro-
gram is a variety talent show, where
children from the township can dis-
play their skills and put on a terrific
performance. In preparation, the chil-
dren work with semi-professional
performance coaches who help syn-
chronize each routine throughout the
evening,” Commissioner Alfonse
Akins said.

The recreation commission unani-
mously approved four new basket-

ball hoops at Brookside Park. The
basketball hoops will have a metal
post support. Previously, an
overarching concrete aesthetic to sup-
port the hoops was proposed. The
hoops will cost $14,400. “The metal
posts will be covered with padding to
protect children,” Mr. Mercurio said.

“The concrete hoops cost $5,000
more, which may not be prudent,”
Mr. Mercurio said. “In addition, I
heard a lot of negative feedback from
residents whose homes overlook the
park. The residents feel a concrete
aesthetic is a bit too urban. Weighing
costs and what fits our community
aesthetic best, I truly feel the pro-
tected post is a safer and wiser deci-
sion,” Commissioner Colleen
Gialanella said.

Youth summer basketball league
registration began online last Thurs-
day. “Already 40 participants have
registered, (and) over 200 are ex-
pected,” Mr. Mercurio said. “A tech-
nical league exists for kindergarten
through second grade. Third grade
through ninth grade will have a league
setup,” Ms. Buonaguro said. Partici-
pation eligibility includes both fe-
males and males and is based on the
child’s rising educational grade in
September.

Commissioner Akins set aside
meeting time to update the public on
how Mr. Mercurio has been fulfill-
ing his obligation to Scotch Plains.

“I just wanted to say, Matt
Mercurio, since becoming recreation
director six months ago, has done an
excellent job. He is solving issues
we discussed in the past, but never
found solutions. Our summer camp
program is filled; his diligence in
solving residents’ issues while doing
the most with and respecting our
budget has been phenomenal,” Mr.
Akins said.

“In upcoming meetings we will
address keeping public facility
restrooms immaculate and imple-
menting a parks and recreation
hotline number that will provide a
response to inquiries all week long,
especially in off hours,” Mr.
Mercurio said.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com




