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GK AMMAN MAKES  GREAT SAVES; TOMASSO, ARMSTRONG ‘D’; DOBOSIEWICZ, HENDRICKS, BOND SINK PKS

Ridge Awarded Section Crown In Shootout with Blue Devils

‘VALL’ 2 TDS; ELLIOTT (INT)& LEVY FUMBLE RECOV.

Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s
Running in Grid Section, 17-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fullback RJ Milligan proved to be
a difficult individual to bring down
but the Westfield High School Blue
Devils, who bent somewhat, did not
break and created some key turnovers
to emerge with a 17-10 victory over
the eighth-seeded Ridge Red Devils
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 5 playoffs at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Vet-
erans’ Day (11th hour of the 11th day
of the 11th month).

The top-seeded, 9-0 Blue Devils
recovered a pair of fumbles and stopped
a fake punt maneuver, which set up all
three of their scores, added a key touch-
down-preventing tackle then sealed
the victory with an interception late in
the fourth quarter to advance to the
semifinal round on November 18 at 1
p.m. to host the fifth-seeded Elizabeth
Minutemen, who defeated fourth-
seeded East Orange, 26-7.

The Red Devils relying almost ex-
clusively on a running game chewed
up 187 yards on 35 carries and
Milligan was responsible for 171 of
them, including a three-yard touch-

down (TD) run and a 41-yard sprint
that was cut short of being another TD
thanks to a saving tackle by defensive
back Jordan Simpson. Quarterback
Wesley Hudkins passed only twice in
the first half but needed to go to the air
often in the final minutes of the game
and finished with two receptions in 11
attempts for 33 yards, which included
the victory-sealing interception by co-
captain/linebacker Shea Elliott.

“I know he’s hard to take down. He
ran really well,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno said. “They had a
good scheme for us on offense and
defense. They came out with a defense
they haven’t run all year. It took some
time to get adjusted to it then in the
second half, we were moving the ball.”

The Blue Devils were no strangers
to the ground game either. Sophomore
running back Tim Alliegro carried 17
times for 91 yards, senior Juandre
House carried 12 times for 43 yards
and quarterback Hank Shapiro, who
was sacked four times in the first half,
finished with 18 positive yards. Shapiro
did take to the air 13 times, completing
nine for 101 yards. Colin Freer had
four receptions for 43 yards, Tommy

Norris had two receptions for 30 yards,
Stevie Barden had a nine-yard recep-
tion and Emmett Smith had two recep-
tions for 19 yards.

The “aces in the hole”, however,
were senior defensive end Jake Vall-
Llobera and company. When the situ-
ation presented itself, Vall-Llobera
would shift to the offense and take
some snaps. Three other primarily de-
fensive players, Drew Ortiz (13 tack-
les), and co-captains Elliott and Jacob
Dayon were inserted for blocking to
assist co-captain John McCauley and
the rest of the offensive line. It paid off
as Vall-Llobera carried eight times for
31 yards, including TD runs of six
yards and two yards.

The Red Devils’ defense presented
its determination early. After deliver-
ing a six-yard sack to Shapiro, the
Blue Devils were forced to punt and it
was blocked. Ridge took over at the
Westfield 42. Seven running plays
later and with 16 seconds left in the
first quarter, Milligan pushed in from
the three-yard line and Nolan Hughes
kicked the extra point.

Midway through the second quar-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense called the shots, or at least
stopped them, for 100 minutes in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Championship game between the
third-seeded Ridge Red Devils and
the top-seeded Westfield High School
girls soccer team at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on November 9. As
in last year’s semifinal showdown
between the two powers, it came down
to a shootout and the result was simi-
lar as the Red Devils gained a 4-3
advantage and earned the title.

Thanks to the efforts of a tenacious
defense and the outstanding efforts of
Blue Devil goalkeeper Caitlin Amman
the game could have been decided in
Ridge’s favor in the first half.

“That first 25 minutes we were un-
der so much pressure. There was a lot
of bend but there was no break. Ridge
is always a powerhouse. To keep it 0-
0 for as long as we did. The shootout
is unfortunate. Somebody’s got to win.
It’s uncomfortable. It’s not like free
throws in basketball. Free throws in
basketball happens all the time.
Shootouts you can’t prepare for that
moment. Their keeper made some
saves. We look back and it was a

tremendous season,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Alex Schmidt said.

Two Blue Devil backs in particular,
senior Haley Tomasso and junior Kate
Armstrong, had standout afternoons
rejecting and turning back Red Devil
attacks.

“I was super proud of all the girls
obviously. Haley Tomasso is a girl
who played ninth grade soccer then
she played two years of JV or a year of
JV, then made it up here last year,
didn’t play a lot. This year she has
been lights out for us. For so many of
these seniors, they did so well,” Coach
Schmidt expressed.

“The defense today was absolutely
incredible. To hold a team like Ridge
to 0-0, and force them into overtime on
PKs is a great accomplishment. Haley
Tomasso was shutting down people on
the left side of the field. Kate
[Armstrong], a junior, stepped in and
came up big. It’s her first year playing
on varsity and you couldn’t even tell
that in the way she plays with Julia
Kuhn in the back and Josie Green-
wood on the right side,” Blue Devil co-
captain Natalie Bond expressed.

Amman made four saves of shots
on goal in the first half and three of
them were of a perilous nature. Her

first key save came near the midway
point when she dove to her left to
smother a wicked shot soaring in from
the right side. Amman’s most acro-
batic save came a few minutes later
with a leaping swat of a dart that
seemed destined to find a home in the
netting just underneath the crossbar.
Amman would finish with six saves.

“Caitlin! We talked about this be-
fore following the steps of Lizzy
Brucia. She’s done as much if not
more than Lizzie did. Caitlin, we get
her back next year, which I am super
excited about. She’s got the poise and
grit that you want in a goalkeeper,”
Coach Schmidt said.

“Caitlin has been coming up big for
us all year against top-20 teams mul-
tiple times. We expected nothing less
from her this game coming up big
multiple times in the first half. She
played great today,” co-captain Grace
Elliott said.

“Caitlin Amman, just a complete
beast today in PKs and regulation,
played her heart out today and so did
the rest of the defense,” Bond said.

The 19-0-2 Blue Devils did manage
to change the tide in the second half
and throughout the overtime periods.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT DEFENSIVE PERFORMANCE...Blue Devil senior defending back Haley Tomasso, No. 8, displayed her all-around
athletic ability during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship game against Ridge on November 9.

Cranford/Par Hills Football
SPF/Hopatcong on page 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL ACES IN THE HOLE...Blue Devil defensemen Jacob Dayon, No. 4, Shea Elliott, No. 43, and Drew Ortiz, No.
50, shifted to offense to block for Jake Vall-Llobera, No. 8, who scored both touchdowns against Ridge on Veterans’ Day.
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