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Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING ON TO DIVISION II-III...Six Westfield Blue Devils have signed a letter of intent to play Division II or III sports.
Pictured, left to right, are: Molly Ryan (Tufts University — girls basketball), Melina McDevitt (Tufts University — girls
soccer), Kylinn Kraemer (Montclair State University — girls soccer), Grace Elliott (University of Scranton — girls soccer),
Mark Walter (Muhlenberg College — boys soccer) and Dan Sokolin (Dickinson College — boys soccer); back row, Coaches
Liz McKeon (girls basketball), Alex Schmidt (girls soccer), Katie Werthheimer (Assistant girls soccer), Sandy Mamary
(Director of Athletics) and Derrick Nelson (WHS Principal).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING ON TO DIVISION I...Ten Westfield Blue Devils have signed a letter of intent to play Division I sports. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Whitney Shyposh (Rutgers University — Crew), Muriel Maloney (Monmouth University — girls
swimming), Sydney Paoletti (Columbia University — girls lacrosse), Catherine Moriarty (University of Florida — girls
lacrosse) and Natalie Bond (Stanford University — girls lacrosse); back row, Sam Pugliese (Jacksonville University — boys
lacrosse), Eric Bebel (Bryant University — boys swimming), Ryan Bebel (College of William & Mary — boys swimming),
Luke Hunziker (Colgate University — boys lacrosse) and Pat McIlroy (Lehigh University — boys lacrosse).

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555
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Coldwell Banker Westfield East

Coldwell Banker’s only 
International President’s Premier

Office in New Jersey

*All Proceeds will support local charities through our 
501©3 charitable foundation CBRB Cares

Annual “live” Charity Auction
Please Join Us!

$20 for bidding paddle, food & drinks

Thursday, November 16th 
4:30-8:00PM

Light Food and refreshments served.
Tricky Tray drawings start @ 6PM, 

“Live” Auction @ 7PM

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 

 
 This Picture Perfect Center Hall Colonial sits majestically on 3/4 acre of beautiful 
private grounds.  This very gracious and spacious home showcases exceptional 
architectural detail and millwork.  With a soft neutral palette flowing throughout, 
and beautiful hardwood flooring, a recent renovation has put this beautiful home 
in tip top condition! The 11 rooms include 4 bedrooms and 3.2 baths in the main 
house.  An added attraction is the 2-car attached heated garage, offering access to 
the adjoining 2-story “carriage house” - the perfect office/studio/guest or au-pair 
suite—with full bath, separate heat and central air, and mahogany deck overlook-
ing the rear gardens!  Surrounded by other stately homes in a premier neighbor-
hood, this Westfield “gem” is location perfect  - so close to Westfield’s exceptional 
schools, fine shopping, library, parks and NYC commuter transportation.   
                                                       Offered for $1,700,000 

  301 Hillside Avenue, Westfield 

BORR 8 KILLS, 14 DIGS; SWINGLE 19 DIGS; SERAFIN 20 ASST

Ridge Downs Blue Devils 2-1,
In NJ State Volleyball Thriller

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
volleyball team saw its hope for a
state championship come to an end
during a thrilling 2-1 loss at Ridge in
a Group IV A Sectional final match
played on November 8. The Number
4 seed Blue Devils had undefeated,
top-seeded Ridge on the ropes in the
first set, with a chance to serve for set
point at 24-23, before ultimately los-
ing 27-25.

In the second set, Westfield put on
a comeback for the ages in rallying
from a 21-18 deficit and scoring seven
straight points to close out the set with
a 25-21 win. Ridge came back to
capture the third set, 25-14, and the
match along with it.

“In that first set, we were right
there,” said Westfield Head Coach
Bev Torok. “We were serving for the
set and if we could have closed it out,
well, then with what happened in the
second set, we’d be moving on. It is
tough when you are that close.”

The first set was a classic with each
team putting on spectacular displays
of defense and engaging in long ral-
lies. Westfield led most of the first set
but could never pull away from Ridge.
The 23-4 Blue Devils built their larg-
est advantage at 20-16 but Ridge an-
swered with six straight points to take
a 22-20 lead. Westfield took advan-
tage of some unforced errors by Ridge
to tie the score and eventually pulled
ahead with a chance for set point at
24-23. But Peyton Robb came up big
for Ridge with a kill to tie it at 24-24

and then served up an ace to put the
26-0 Red Devils one point away from
claiming the first set.

Stephanie Borr knotted it again at
25-25 with a kill down the line but
Ridge came back to win the next two
points and with it, the all-important
first set, 27-25. In the second set it
appeared that losing such a hard fought
first set may have taken a toll on the
Westfield players. Ridge surged to a
15-8 lead and was within striking
distance of a straight set victory. Ridge
still held a solid advantage at 21-17
lead but Westfield would reel off seven
straight points to close out the scoring
and take the second set, 25-21. It was
the first set Ridge had lost since Sep-
tember 19 against North Hunterdon,
breaking a streak of 40 straight set
victories. The improbable comeback
was spearheaded by Borr who scored
four of the final eight points for her
team.

“Borr is such a great player,” said
Ridge Head Coach Joanne Milot. “We
just basically tried to match up our tall
outside players against her but she is
able to create shots for herself in a
variety of ways. I think in the third set
we had more success against her than
we did in the first two.”

The stage was set for an incredible
third set but once it got going, it was
clear that Ridge was in firm control.
Ridge raced out to a 10-3 lead, seem-
ingly unfazed at having allowed the
second set to slip away moments ear-
lier. That lead became 20-10, as the
combo of Julia Syrdahl and Evelina
Adamczyk proved too much for the

Westfield defense to handle. Ridge
went on to win the third and final set
25-14.

Really though, Ridge won this match
not with their offense but instead with
their defense and incredible ability to
save points with terrific digs.

“They dug everything today,” said
Torok of Ridge’s winning effort. “We
had a good day digging the ball too
but some of the balls we hit against
them we really thought would fall and
to Ridge’s credit, they wouldn’t let
that happen. I think our shots were
good to the point that against most
other teams, they would have found
the floor.”

Rachel Tam led Ridge with 28 digs.
Zoe Pan had 27 assists. Evelina
Adamczyk had six aces, eight kills
and three digs.

For Westfield, Stephanie Borr had
one ace, six service points, eight kills,
a block and 14 digs. Sydney Swingle
recorded three service points and 19
digs. Grace Serafin had an ace, four
service points, 20 assists, one block
and seven digs.

“Our defense was fantastic today,”
said Milot. “Credit to Westfield. They
brought it out of us today with their
pressure and smart play. They are, by
far, the best team we have played
against this season.”

Ridge would go on to claim the
Group IV state title with a straight set
victory over Cherokee on November
11 at William Patterson University.

LETTER OF INTENT...Westfield Blue Devil  Stephanie Borr, flanked by Head
Coach Bev Torok and Assistant Jay Cook, has signed a letter of intent to play
Division III volleyball at Brandeis University in Waltham, Mass.

ter Elliott recovered a Ridge fumble
at the Westfield 41.

“Drew Ortiz came up with a big hit.
We have been preaching all week that
this guy is a second-effort runner.
When you get guys like those, you get
as many hacks as you can on the ball
and try to rip it out,” Elliott said. “We
have three senior linebackers. Me,
Jake and Drew have been playing our
whole life together and we got Will
Kessler this year. We can read off
each other. It works out great.”

“RJ is a tough runner. Talk about a
football player, I would point to that
guy every time. He gave everything
he had today. It was tough bringing
him down,” Dayon expressed.

Despite being sacked once for a
six-yard loss, Shapiro engineered a
12-play, 59-yard drive that ended with
Vall-Llobera’s six-yard TD with 3:04
left in the half. Aidan Boland kicked
the point after to knot the score.

The Blue Devil defense baffled
Ridge on its next series and caused
another fumble with a number of play-
ers pouncing on the ball until Dayon
came up holding the ball in the air
giving Westfield possession at the
Red Devil 36.

“Noah Levy recovered it but I actu-
ally ripped it out of his hands. I give

Noah credit for that one,” Dayon ex-
plained.

On the seventh play, Boland kicked
a 22-yard field goal to make the half-
time score, 10-7.

Ridge cut short Westfield’s first se-
ries of the second half when Sean
Spina intercepted Shapiro’s pass at the
Red Devil 20-yard line but the Blue
Devil defense got tough. When defen-

sive end Joe San Giacomo batted down
Hudkins’ pass, Ridge set up to punt
with a fourth-and-three. A fake punt
attempt failed and Westfield took over
at the Ridge 49. On the 13th play, Vall-
Llobera barreled in from the two with
:09 left in the third quarter.

Ridge answered with a drive that
got temporarily waylaid with a seven-
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Probitas Verus Honos




