
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, November 16 , 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

42. Seven running plays later
and with 16 seconds left in the
first quarter, Milligan pushed in
from the three-yard line and
Nolan Hughes kicked the extra
point.

Midway through the second
quarter Elliott recovered a Ridge
fumble at the Westfield 41.

“Drew Ortiz came up with a big
hit. We have been preaching all
week that this guy is a second-
effort runner. When you get guys
like those, you get as many hacks
as you can on the ball and try to
rip it out,” Elliott said. “We have
three senior linebackers. Me, Jake
and Drew have been playing our
whole life together and we got
Will Kessler this year. We can
read off each other. It works out
great.”

“RJ is a tough runner. Talk about
a football player, I would point to
that guy every time. He gave
everything he had today. It was
tough bringing him down,” Dayon

expressed.
Despite being sacked once for

a six-yard loss, Shapiro engi-
neered a 12-play, 59-yard drive
that ended with Vall-Llobera’s
six-yard TD with 3:04 left in the
half. Aidan Boland kicked the
point after to knot the score.

The Blue Devil defense baffled
Ridge on its next series and
caused another fumble with a
number of players pouncing on
the ball until Dayon came up
holding the ball in the air giving
Westfield possession at the Red
Devil 36.

“Noah Levy recovered it but I
actually ripped it out of his hands.
I give Noah credit for that one,”
Dayon explained.

On the seventh play, Boland
kicked a 22-yard field goal to
make the halftime score, 10-7.

Ridge cut short Westfield’s first
series of the second half when
Sean Spina intercepted Shapiro’s
pass at the Red Devil 20-yard

line but the Blue Devil defense
got tough. When defensive end
Joe San Giacomo batted down
Hudkins’ pass, Ridge set up to
punt with a fourth-and-three. A
fake punt attempt failed and
Westfield took over at the Ridge
49. On the 13th play, Vall-Llobera
barreled in from the two with :09
left in the third quarter.

Ridge answered with a drive
that got temporarily waylaid with
a seven-yard sack delivered by
Rory McGovern and Dayon but
three plays later, Milligan broke
through the line, leaped over
another defender and dashed
toward the end zone but Simpson
fired up his burners and took him
down at the eight. The drive
ended with a 20-yard field goal
by Hughes.

Six combined runs by House
and Alliegro placed the ball on
the Ridge 26 where Shapiro found
daylight on a keeper and sprinted
toward the goal but the ball was

jarred loose at the one and re-
covered by Ridge in the end zone
giving the Red Devils one last
chance with less that three min-
utes remaining.

“I thought he was in. Plays like
that really kind of change the
game. It’s kind of heartbreaking
but the defense can step up and
make plays,” co-captain Adam
McDaniel said.

Hudkins went to the air eight
times and did complete one with
a spectacular 26-yard grab by
Devin Stieglitz but the fine team-
work by defensive backs Barden
and McDaniel rejected the others
except the final pass that was
intercepted by Elliott with 1:39
remaining.

“They had that crazy one-
handed catch on fourth down.
We just kept coming every play

and eventually we knew that our
‘D’ line was going to pressure
and they did force the quarter-
back to throw off his back foot.
The ball went up in the air,”
Elliott said.

“Most of the defense there are
a lot of seniors, so we have been
playing together since third
grade. Stevie, we’ve always
played defensive back together,
so we knew when they were go-
ing to start passing we just had
to get our depth, step up and
make plays,” McDaniel said.

“I feel pretty strong about our
pass defense and I thought we
did a great job of taking that part
of the game away,” Coach
DeSarno commented.

“Our defensive line and line-
backers are really tough, espe-
cially when they are throwing the
ball. They get to them quick and
they don’t really have that much
time to throw, so it helps us lock

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Legal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union County, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranforddddd

Probitas Verus Honos




