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Cranford BOE Recognizes
Newly Re-Elected Cands.
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Business Admin-
istrator and Board Secretary Rob-
ert Carfagno congratulated the
newly reelected members of the
board of education (BOE) at the
board’s open work session meet-
ing Monday night.

Four candidates ran for three
open spots on the Cranford BOE:
incumbent board members Kurt
Petschow, Jr., president; Lisa
Carbone and Kristen Mallon and
newcomer Rita Della Valle.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Ms.
Carbone received 3,634 votes,
Mr. Petschow received 2,995

votes and Ms. Mallon received
2,737 votes, defeating Ms. Della
Valle, who received 2,491 votes.
The three reelected board mem-
bers will complete three-year
terms.

Additionally, Daniel DeMarco,
who ran unopposed for a one-
year term, received 3,204 votes.

The annual reorganization
meeting of the BOE has been
scheduled for Monday, January
8, 2018, at 7 p.m., in the board
room at Lincoln School.

“We do limited business,” Mr.
Carfagno told the board, just set
the board meeting calendar and
swear in the elected board mem-
bers.

In other board business, an
emergency contract was ap-
proved by the board for emer-
gency services related to boiler
repairs at Brookside Place School
and Livingston Avenue School
with PK Mechanical Services in
the amount of $124,706.

Mr. Carfagno spoke briefly to
the board about a requirement
for New Jersey school districts to
submit a three-year maintenance
plan documenting required main-
tenance activities for each of its
public school facilities.

“The state says we have to
spend a minimum of $181,000
as a minimum target. We spend
about a half a million dollars,”
Mr. Carfagno commented.

The Comprehensive Mainte-
nance Plan Report, put together
by Mr. Carfagno, was approved
by the board for submission.

The board approved Kerry
Yorkanis as the new freshman
girls’ basketball coach at Cranford
High School (CHS), and Robert
Kessler has been hired as an
adjunct varsity winter track
coach, also at CHS.

Additionally, John Molka has
been hired as a teacher of special

units; low income, 37 percent or
12 units, and moderate income,
50 percent or 17 units. Three of
the affordable units are one-bed-
room dwellings, 24 have two bed-
rooms, and seven have three
bedrooms. The 191 market-rate
units must only be one- or two-
bedroom units, according to the
plan. There are 51 one-bedroom,
15 one-bedroom with a den, 96
two-bedroom units located in the
interior of the buildings, and 29
two-bedroom units located on
the corners of the buildings.

The bedroom distribution for
the affordable units compensates
for the shortage of two, two-
bedroom units, and the excess of
two, one-bedroom units in the
Riverfront at Cranford Station
development. The developer,
chosen by the township commit-
tee in July, is the same developer
of Riverfront.

Parking is contained at ground
level, underneath the apartments
situated on the second, third and
fourth stories, and within drive-
ways on the property; for a total
of 416 parking spaces.

The total impervious coverage
in the more than 15 acres of land
is 27 percent, according to Mike
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants,
the planner retained by the town-
ship.

Resident Liz Sweeney of
Wadsworth Terrace asked if
Birchwood Avenue is to be el-
evated, as the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) had concluded
for the previous application by
CDA, that portions of the road-
way be elevated by 1.3 feet.
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
said the new developer will need
to resubmit the plan to the NJDEP,
which will then reevaluate.

The plan also depicts a small
flood storage area, which the
committee has yet to determine
if it is to be built.

Resident Frank Krause urged
the committee to review recent

hydraulic studies on the site that
lies on a floodplain, flood hazard
area, and wetlands. “This whole
area is bowl,” Mr. Krause said,
which is being fed by the Orange
Avenue stream, Kenilworth brook
and stream runoff from the adja-
cent Conservation Center, as well
as storm water runoff from the
Verizon parking lot across the
street, he said.

Flooding calculations were not
presented for the new develop-
ment. During a 2014 NJDEP hear-
ing, Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott
MacDonald, engineering consult-
ant for the township, said the
proposed development by CDA
would raise the water level be-
tween 1.7 to 2.3 feet, and would
affect the properties across from
the site and upstream.

The township purchased the
property from CDA last year in
order to reduce the density on
the site. Mr. Mistretta cited posi-
tive differences between the pre-
vious plan by CDA at a 360-unit
build out and the new plan by
Birchwood Developers at a 225-
unit build out. Those differences
were a reduction of impervious
coverage of 4 percent, a reduc-
tion of units per acre, from 24 to
14 units per acre, front-lot set-
backs increased from 30 feet to
45 feet, and building height re-
duced by five feet, as well as 20
less affordable units, and 135
less total units.

The plan is to have a public
hearing and be adopted Tues-
day, November 28, when a full
presentation will be displayed on
the newly installed TV screens in
the municipal chambers. A site
plan will then be presented to the
planning board.

The committee also passed
resolutions. The hourly rate in-
crease for Emergency Medical
Technicians within the fire de-
partment was approved to be
“more competitive,” Deputy
Mayor Patrick Giblin said, since
the department has had turn-

over. The hourly rate will be in-
creased from $16.39 to $18, up
a dollar per hour.

The committee amended a con-
tract with McElroy Deutsch
Mulvaney & Carpenter, attorneys,
for litigation services in connec-
tion to a lawsuit filed in 2013 by
plaintiffs Edan and Edna Ben Elazar
against Macrietta Cleaners, also
known as Swan Cleaners, and the
township, due to environmental
contaminants on township prop-
erty behind the cleaners located
on North Avenue.

Also, a resolution was passed to
amend the Land Development or-
dinance to state that any applica-
tions submitted to the zoning
board of adjustment or planning
board also is to include a CD/DVD
or flash drive containing the docu-
ments for the application.

borough officials updated State
Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy at last month’s court hear-
ing regarding affordable-housing
deadlines per the borough’s Fair
Share Housing Plan.

“Judge Cassidy is pleased with
our progress. The next milestone
will be a hearing with Judge
Cassidy on March 12, 2018,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Mr. Nierstedt, in closing discus-
sion, stated the borough, council
and the planning board have “ad-
ditional protection time,” refer-
ring to the time until the next
hearing before Judge Cassidy.

“Let’s use it constructively,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Resident Jim Mathieu, a former
councilman, said the Russo de-
velopment is trying to make
money and “the governing body
has done a poor job of represent-
ing us.”

“This is a partisan issue and do
not be surprised if you get push
back with four Democrats and

two Republicans on council (at
the next council meeting),” Mr.
Mathieu said.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mayor
Lombardo to “rein in his council”
on the redevelopment plan and
to “not put it on Joe Sarno.”

In other business, attorney John
D. Gulyas represented applicants
David and Rose Conceicao, of
550 4th Avenue, who were ap-
proved for two D-2 variances for
an expansion of non-conforming
use for a two-family dwelling.
The homes’ proposed height is
33 feet, 4 inches while only 30
feet is permitted. The applicant
was granted a d variance for a
proposed expansion into munici-
pal zone.

“This is my first home. We have
been working on this for over a
year. I want to move in and start
a family,” said Mr. Conceicao in
thanking the planning board for
its support and explaining his
intentions for modifying the
dwelling.

Pl. Bd. Critical of Redevelopment

Birchwood Redevelopment to Have 225 Units
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