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 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PEDALS FOR PROGRESS...Warren Rorden, Lowell and Florian Schantz fix a bike that was donated at the Westfield Rotary
Club's annual bicycle donation event to help Pedals 4 Progress. The event was held Saturday in the parking lot of the Westfield
Board of Education building.  All bicycles donated will be sent to people in Africa, Latin America and many other places.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SUPPORTING DACA...On Thursday night a rally to protest the end of DACA
(Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) took place outside the office of Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th)  in Westfield.  "Sun Sets on DACA and We Rise
Up" rallies took place across New Jersey including Westfield to demand Congress
support a path to citizenship for immigrant youth. Several organizations including
Make the Road New Jersey took part.

Photo courtesy of Cranford Fire Department
HISTORY OF SERVICE...The Cranford Fire Department will commemorate its
125th anniversary of continuous service to the township with a celebration this
Sunday, October 15, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., in the parking lot adjacent to fire
headquarters on Springfield Avenue. Past department personnel are shown in this
vintage photograph. See editorial on page 4.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING LAS VEGAS...A vigil for the victims of the Las Vegas mass
shooting wass held on Monday evening at St. Michael's Church in Cranford.

Bd. Discusses Master Plan;
Hartz Still on for Oct. 18
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Hartz Mountain
Industries LLC’s application seeking
to rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from
commercial to residential remains on
the planning board’s agenda for
Wednesday, October 18, the board’s
scribe Ruthanne Della Sera said
Wednesday at a workshop meeting.

As of Wednesday, there has been
no word from Hartz if it is asking to
adjourn the hearing, as it has done
previously, because Hartz has been
waiting for a decision by the town-
ship committee on whether to make
the 30-acre property that borders
Clark an area in need of redevelop-
ment. However, Hartz has requested
that the township committee delay its
decision until at least the Tuesday,
October 24 committee meeting, the
township committee has said.

The board spent most of the evening
discussing how to go about updating
its master plan. The board must adopt
a re-examination report of the master
plan by December 2019. Some board
members questioned whether it should
be re-examined or have a complete
overhaul.

The master plan was last adopted
in 2009. Prior to the new master plan
in 2009, the board had last done a
complete re-write of the master plan
in 1979, board member Lynda Feder
said. Ms. Feder felt that the plan only
needed to be re-examined. She also
noted that there is a larger cost should

the board decide to fully rewrite the
plan versus doing a re-examination.

The land use and the housing ele-
ments are both in need of being re-
examined, Zoning Officer Ron
Johnson said.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., who
sits on the planning board, said the
housing plan should be set aside until
the township and the court have met
and a decision is made on the afford-
able housing the township would be
required to provide. The township’s
current housing plan will expire De-
cember 31, 2018.

Also, since the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation has been work-
ing on a strategic plan for the down-
town, “their plan cannot contradict
with what we are trying to do,” Mr.
Johnson said.

Board Chairwoman Kathleen
Murray suggested the board first have
an outline as to which parts of the
master plan should be changed, and
then the board can advertise for a
request for proposals from planners
to assist with the re-examination of
the master plan. Ms. Feder felt it
would be helpful to first hire a plan-
ner who could then work together
with the board to prepare the report.

The board is to continue discussing
the master plan in its upcoming work-
shop meetings.

Also, the board announced that
Kathy Lenahan will become the new
scribe for the zoning board of adjust-
ment and the planning board.

South Ave. Redevelop. Bedroom
Layout, Parking Draws Concern
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday night’s
borough council meeting, Councilman
Joseph Sarno questioned the finalized
South Avenue Redevelopment (Russo
II) bedroom layout. The bedroom lay-
out refers to the total unit number and
their locations designated for one, two
and three bedrooms. The property has
been designated per the settlement
agreement for 52 stacked town homes.
The official layout has not been pub-
licly disclosed pending ongoing nego-
tiations with South Avenue Redevelop-
ment, LLC (Russo Development II).

Council President Sara Todisco as-
sumed Mayor Charles Lombardo’s role
for the meeting in Mayor Lombardo’s
absence. Mayor Lombardo will be
present at the next council meeting.

“I want to talk about the bedroom

makeup of Russo. How and when was
it decided? This has been a mystery to
me until a couple of weeks ago,” said
Councilman Sarno.

Councilwoman Todisco stated that a
March 1 e-mail was distributed amongst
the mayor and council entitled, “Draw-
ings from Last Night.” The South Av-
enue redevelopment’s bedroom layout,
whether conceptual or a proposed fi-
nalized rendering, was not confirmed
to the public.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
suggested council members, adhering
to proper legal protocol, should discuss
any pending negotiations in executive
session only. Mr. Renaud stated he is
not in negotiation oversight, but pro-
vided general legal guidance as to how
the council should conduct on-going
redevelopment discussions, analytics
and personal inferences.

“You don’t want to discuss (layout or
binding contractual) options in open
meeting. Not a discussion you want to
have. With negotiations going on, you
would not want to prejudice those ne-
gotiations,” said Mr. Renaud.

Councilman Sarno asked Mr. Renaud
if the borough is bound to the financial
agreement with South Avenue Rede-
velopment, LLC.

“Yes, is the answer to that. But no
particular terms,” said Mr. Renaud.

Mr. Renaud stated that because ne-
gotiations were removed from his pur-

view, his knowledge is a bit limited on
topic specifics and how contract terms
came about. He stated there were dis-
cussions regarding reducing total units
from 315 to 298.

“I didn’t handle those negotiations,”
said Mr. Renaud.

Councilman Sarno stated the nego-
tiations were handled by attorney Wil-
liam Northgrave.

“It’s Northgrave and if he can’t com-
municate in a clear and concise manner,
we should stop working with him,” said
Mr. Sarno, voicing frustration over hav-
ing minimal oversight or input on the
bedroom layout negotiation thus far.

“Council makes ultimate decisions,”
said Mr. Renaud, responding to Coun-
cilwoman Ileen Cuccaro’s questions on
who is responsible for approving the
final site plan.

Councilwoman Cuccaro stated con-
cerns to Mr. Renaud regarding the rede-
velopment being deed restricted. Ms.
Cuccaro said she wanted to know what
will happen to Garwood when the cur-
rent low-income housing requirements
start all over again.

Deed restrictions are rules and regu-
lations governing one or more land
parcels. They are written agreements
that restrict or limit the use of activities
that take place on a property.

“Every 10 years, the borough’s low-
income housing requirement will

Borough Council Candidates
Discuss Issues at Forum

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A standing-
room-only crowd filled Borough Hall
Tuesday night to question the four
candidates running for seats on the
borough council. The Candidates
Night was sponsored by the League
of Women Voters of Berkeley Heights,
New Providence and Summit. Re-
publican incumbents Keith Turner and
Deanna Andre squared off against the
two Democratic challengers, Lauren
Cook and Carlos Gomez.

The evening began with opening
statements by the candidates. Mr.
Gomez detailed his background as a
10-year resident with his wife and
two children. Active in the commu-
nity, he also has been a first responder
with Elizabeth for more than 20 years
and is a realtor at Coldwell in
Westfield.

During his opening statement,
Councilman Turner detailed his 27
years of service to Mountainside that
includes serving on the borough coun-

cil for the last 15 years, 11 as council
president.

Councilwoman Andre has served
on the council since 2010 and has
acted as the governing body’s liaison
to the senior citizen community, the
rescue squad and the recreation de-
partment. Ms. Andre detailed her role
in creating the First Alert system and
the Mountainside Facebook page as
well as her service as a volunteer with
the Girl Scouts, the PTA and local
veterans’ organizations.

In her opening statement, Ms. Cook
expressed an interest in improving
communications in the community
and explained she and her husband
have lived in Mountainside for 13
years. She owns MC2, a Mountain-
side-based marketing agency that
helps businesses and nonprofits com-
municate effectively to achieve their
goals and contended her business
skills and role as a small business
owner qualified her to be “a new
voice for Mountainside.”

Westfield Settles With Fair Share
Center, North Ave. Developer

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
passed a resolution Tuesday at the
official governing body meeting to
sign a settlement agreement with the
Fair Share Housing Center in accor-
dance with its fair-share housing plan
that is to be heard at a fairness hearing
by the court on Tuesday, October 17.
In connection to the hearing, the town
had made an agreement with an ob-

jector to its housing plan.
A principal of a two-family zoned

property on Ross Place, off of South
Avenue, Peter Francis had sought to
include a high-density housing de-
velopment he wanted to build on three
lots there within the town’s afford-
able-housing plan. The town settled
with the owner to allow the building
of 10 units to resemble single-family
homes. Mr. Francis had wanted more
than double that density, Town Attor-

ney Russell Finestein told The
Westfield Leader. The 10 units will
all be for sale, market rate units, with
no inclusionary housing.

There were two other objectors
who the town had settled with earlier
in the year, Mr. Finestein said. They
were Elite Developers and Pan Ameri-
can Cleaners. Elite owns property on
South Avenue on both sides of the
roadway near the train tracks and is
planning to build a mixed-use devel-
opment. Pan American is planning
mixed use as well. The three property
owners have yet to file applications
with the planning board.

“We had a resident mention 750
Walnut Avenue (in Cranford on the
Clark line)…to build 905
units…putting a 905-unit develop-
ment in the Town of Westfield, for
example, would have a material ad-
verse impact on infrastructure,
schools and mean more police and
fire,” Councilman Sam Della Fera
said. “We won’t be facing any 905-
unit development. I think that’s im-
portant for folks who like to com-
plain about how the town is run. I
think this is a great example of what
experienced leadership gets the resi-
dents of Westfield. We have compli-
ance with our affordable-housing
obligations for the foreseeable fu-
ture.”

The town council has authorized a
settlement agreement with Mid-
American Salt, LLC, which had filed
a lawsuit against Morris County Pric-
ing Council, et al for municipalities
within the cooperative not purchas-
ing the amount of salt they commit-
ted to buy, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Leader. The Town of
Westfield had purchased the full
amount of salt ordered, which was
900 tons. However, to avoid litiga-
tion, the town settled out of court to
purchase 45 tons of salt. The price of
the salt “was good,” Mr. Finestein
told The Leader.

A settlement was agreed to with
411 North LLC, the developer who is
building next door to the firehouse.
The developer has agreed to replace
underground electrical conduits at
the firehouse as well as the driveway
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