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immediately answered with an
eight-play, 65-yard scoring drive
that included Korzeneski’s spec-
tacular 36-yard catch and Cadet’s
12-yard TD reception with 6:03
remaining in the third quarter.
Curran completed the two-point
conversion to Korzeneski to tie
the score.

An 11-yard sack of Heisey by
Cougar linebacker Chris Giuditta
and lineman Rob Schork con-
vinced the Raiders to punt.
Cranford took over at its 33 and
with the help of Araujo’s 47-yard
breakaway run to the Raider
eight, followed by Anthony
DeCostello’s seven-yard run, the
Cougars took a 29-22 lead when
Araujo launched himself over the
pile for a one-yard TD with 2:03
left in the third.

In a span of five minutes, Heisey
and the Raiders moved the ball
from their own 20 to the Cranford
end zone in 12 plays, including
eight in the air, when Heisey
sneaked in from the one to knot
the score. Seven plays later, the
Cougars took seven plays to
march 66 yards, ending with

Araujo’s four-yard off-tackle slant
for the TD.

Arroyo’s bat down of Heisey’s
pass on fourth down gave the
ball back to the Cougars but
Laylor, playing linebacker, did
the same to put the ball back into
Heisey’s hands. After an eight-
yard pass to Laylor, Sanders
made his circus catch and sped
to the end zone to complete a
52-yard play and to tie the score
at 36.

“All I can say is that when you
want it bad enough, you are go-
ing to get it. That was a moment
that I really keyed in on myself
and I told myself that this is for
the team,” Sanders explained.
“I’m hungry for the next game.”

Cranford used four running
plays to score in overtime when
Araujo went off-tackle again for
four yards. Ambrosio nailed the
point after for a 43-36 lead. The
Raiders’ chances were in jeop-
ardy when Heisey’s pass attempt
was jarred by Cougar Jim Joyce
resulting in a third down at the
28 but Heisey threw a strike to
Stewart for the TD. The Raiders

gambled but the Cougar center
line made the game-winning
stuff.

“We knew they were going to
be gunning it down the field the
whole game. We had to adjust a

little bit, try and move our guys
back. Once they pounded the
ball against us, we had to adjust.
I just got to do what I was coached
to do. I had to come out and do
what they said and it worked,”
Arroyo explained.

“I didn’t want to have the game
go to overtime. I wanted to drive
it down get the win. But it is what
it is and they did a good job of
stopping Cooper,” Araujo said.

“I don’t think we were a team at
the beginning but we have come
a long way. I mean 35 points last
week’s game, 42 this game. We
are definitely growing as a pro-
gram. Unfortunately it doesn’t
show on our record,” Heisey said.

“I really thought we won states
after this game. I was ready to
break out in tears. I fought so
hard. My body is ready to shut
down right now,” Arroyo ex-
pressed.
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