
OUR 127th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 36-2017 ONE DOLLAR (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, September 7, 2017USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

WESTFIELD
WEST

Westfield West Office • 600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-233-0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©  2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 

Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. #600NORTH

Whether Your Real Estate Needs are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready to Assist You 

Every Step of the Way.

Extraordinary Professionals. 

Westfield, SP, Cranford to Recall
9/11 Victims During Ceremonies

Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Westfield Leader
RELIEF FOR HARVEY...Donations, left, at ShopRite in Clark for their Hurri-
cane Harvey Relief Fund.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Local towns will hold
ceremonies on Monday to remem-
ber those lost 16 years ago when
terrorists crashed hijacked airplanes
into the World Trade Center in Man-
hattan and the Pentagon in Wash-
ington, D.C., and commandeered
another flight that went down when
heroic passengers thwarted yet an-
other attack.

Sixty Union County residents per-
ished in the September 11, 2001
attacks, including eight residents of
Westfield, six from Cranford, one
from Mountainside, three from
Scotch Plains, and nine from Sum-
mit.

Westfield will observe the anni-
versary with a community gather-
ing at the September 11th Memorial
site on North Avenue at East Broad
Street. The commemoration cer-
emony will begin at 6:30 p.m. with
opening remarks from Mayor An-

drew Skibitsky. Local clergy will
offer prayers of commemoration
followed by the presentation of the
ceremonial wreath by an honor
guard, the playing of taps, and the
singing of “God Bless America.”
Each year the ceremony concludes
with a period of silent reflection
and show of community support.

The Westfield memorial, which
was dedicated a year after the at-
tacks, includes a center obelisk with
the names of all 2,977 victims,
fronted by 12 stone markers in-
scribed with the names of the 12
Westfield residents and/or those
active in the community who died:
Andrew Alameno, David Otey
Campbell, Michael A. Davidson,
Dean Philip Eberling, Stephen Mark
Fogel, Thomas Glasser, Richard B.
Madden, John “Pepe” Salerno, Jr.,
See-Wong Shum, Anthony Starita,
Leo Russell Keene III and James
Walsh.

The Cranford World Trade Cen-
ter Committee and the Cranford
Clergy Council will host their Ser-
vice of Remembrance at 6:30 p.m.
at the  September 11 Memorial Park
located at Springfield and North
Union Avenues. In the event of in-
clement weather the service will be
moved to First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford. The service  will re-
member its residents who were lost:
Mr. Eberling, Christopher Michael

Grady, Robert Henry Lynch, Gre-
gory Milanowycz, Thomas M.
Regan and Leonard Joseph Snyder,
Jr. Cranford’s tribute will be moved
to the First Presbyterian Church
across Springfield Avenue in case
of inclement weather.

Scotch Plains will hold its 9/11
service at 6 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
9/11 Memorial Monument at Alan
M. Augustine Village Green on Park
Avenue next to the municipal build-
ing. The township’s police, fire and
rescue squad will be represented.
The service will include remarks by
Mayor Al Smith along with prayers
offered by local clergy in memory
of the three Scotch Plains residents
who lost their lives in the terrorist
attacks: Matthew Horning, James
Walsh and Mark Rothenberg.

Also lost on 9/11 was Anthony P.
Infante, Jr., of Mountainside, who
was an inspector for the Port Au-
thority Police.

Union County invites members
of the community to visit the Sep-
tember 11th Memorial Monday,
from the morning hours until 9 p.m.,
at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
Members of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office will provide a uni-
formed Honor Guard standing watch
at the memorial from 6 to 9 p.m.
The memorial is located near the
Springfield Avenue entrance of Echo

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Local Communities Rally
For Hurricane Victims

By KATE BROWNE and
ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Local communities in
Union County have stepped up ef-
forts to raise funds and collect dona-
tions to aid the victims of Hurricane
Harvey in Texas and Louisiana.

Harvey came ashore August 25 as
a Category 4 hurricane and hovered
over southeast Texas and Louisiana
for days, causing record flooding.
More than 50 inches of rain flooded
Houston and left much of the city
underwater with water levels rising
in some neighborhoods days after
the storm’s passing. The storm de-
stroyed tens of thousands of homes,
displaced more than 50,000 people
and led to 60 deaths. Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
Director Brock Long called Harvey
the worst disaster in Texas history.

A message from Westfield Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, posted on the
Westfield Town website, offered
heartfelt thoughts and prayers to all
those affected by Hurricane Harvey
and encouraged residents to donate
money to agencies with experience
in disaster relief.

Some of the charities listed on the
Westfield town website include the
American Red Cross,
www.redcross.org, 800-RED-
CROSS, The Salvation Army,
www.give.salvationarmyusa.org,
800-SAL-ARMY, The United Way,
www.uwtexas.org/hurricane-harvey,
Catholic Charities USA,
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org, The
Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund,
https://ghcf.org/hurricane-relief/, the
SPCA of Texas, www.spca.org and
the Houston Humane Society,
www.houstonhumane.org. All dona-

tions can be made through the listed
websites.

Westfield resident and Houston
native Benjamin Montez and Rory
Chadwick, owner of Midtown Au-
thentic, a luxury resale shop in down-
town Westfield have organized a do-
nation event for Texas residents af-
fected by Hurricane Harvey. The
event will be held this Saturday, Sep-
tember 9, in the parking lot between
Vine Ripe Markets and McIntyre’s
Locksmith, 430-450 North Avenue
East in Westfield. Donations, which
can be dropped off between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m., will be loaded onto a
tractor-trailer and shipped directly
to those affected by the storm.

The men are collecting only those
items most needed by the hurricane
victims. These are: new bedding in
packages (sheets, blankets, com-
forter sets, towels); school supplies
(packaged sets, backpacks); baby
needs (diapers, cleaning products,
formula, packaged food); new pack-
aged undergarments (socks, under-
wear); toiletries; cleaning products;
laundry detergent; feminine prod-
ucts; vitamins, minerals, ointments
and other over-the-counter medica-
tions. Donations of clothing are not
needed.

The team is also collecting gift
cards from national stores such as
Target, Wal-Mart, Home Depot and
Lowe’s. The cards will travel down
to Texas with Westfield-based vol-
unteers — Mr. Montez and Mr.
Chadwick and Mr. Montez’s wife,
Trisha — and be delivered door-to-
door to people who can use the cards
to rebuild their lives and homes. Visa/
Amex pre-paid cards also are being
accepted, but donors are reminded
to activate the cards before donating
them, as many in the Houston area
are still without phone or internet
service.

The Mountainside Volunteer Fire
Department, under the leadership of
volunteer Alex Polce, has partnered
with the New Jersey State Police and
created a Help for Houston link on
the borough’s website, which con-
tains details on how residents can
assist the citizens of Houston and the
surrounding area. Drop boxes for
donated items are located at Bor-
ough Hall. The items will be trans-
ported in coordination with the New
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Courtesy of Pam Kevelson
HURRICANE RELIEF...Westfield resident Ben Montez, left, and Rory Chadwick,
right, owner of Midtown Authentic in downtown Westfield, are organizing a mass
donation for victims of Hurricane Harvey this weekend. The event will  be held this
Saturday, September 9, in the parking lot between Vine Ripe Markets and
McIntyre’s Locksmith, 430-450 North Avenue East in Westfield. Donations,
which can be dropped off between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. , will be loaded onto a tractor-
trailer and shipped directly to those affected by the storm.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
END OF SUMMER TRADITION...The St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival in Scotch Plains draws a crowd for the
annual end of summer tradition.

Election Season, Street Fairs
Kick Off Local Fall Events

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Now that Labor
Day has passed, the fall campaign
season is getting underway along
with street fairs in local towns.

In Westfield, Republican Andy
Skibitsky is seeking a fourth term as
mayor. He will face Democrat
Michelle Brindle, a former HBO
executive. At the council level, Re-
publican incumbents Sam Della Fera
in the First Ward, David Oliveira in
the Third Ward and Keith Loughlin
in the Fourth Ward are joined by
newcomer James Corcoran, who is
running in the Second Ward. They
are opposed by Democrats Linda
Habgood in the First Ward, Michael
Dardia in the Second Ward, David
Contract in the Third Ward and
Dawn Mackey in the Fourth Ward.

In Cranford, Deputy Mayor
Patrick Giblin is seeking reelection
to the township committee on the
Democratic Party line with running
mate Jean-Albert Maisonneuve.
They are opposed by incumbent
Commissioner Andis Kalnins and
his running mate, Richard
Buontempo, on the Republican line.

Garwood Council President Sara
Todisco is joined on the Democratic
line by former board of education
member Russ Graham, replacing
Louis Petruzzelli, who is not seek-

ing reelection. They are opposed by
Republicans Richard McCormack
and Michael Collings.

Keith Turner and Deanna Andre
are unopposed in their reelection
bids to the all-Republican Moun-
tainside Borough Council.

For State Legislature, in District
21, Republican incumbents Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick, both of
Westfield, and Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (Summit) are op-
posed by a Democratic slate led by
Jill Lazare for Senate and Assembly
candidates Lacey Rzeszowski of
Summit and Union County Free-
holder Chairman Bruce Bergen of
Springfield, who recently joined the
fall party ticket.

At the school board level, Marga-
ret Oster is the only one of three
incumbents seeking reelection to
the Westfield Board of Education.
Also running for the three open
board seats are Lynn Benner, Simon
Cirasa, Kent Diamond and Anthony
Marotta.

In Cranford, Board President Kurt
T. Petschow, Jr. and board member
Lisa A. Carbone are seeking reelec-
tion. Also running for three open
board seats are former board mem-
ber Kristen Mallon and newcomer
Rita Della Valle. Daniel DeMarco
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Courtesy of Westfield Board of Education
NEW FACES...New teachers and administrators in the Westfield Public Schools
attend the district’s New Staff Institute on August 29 and 30 to familiarize them
with the expectations of the district and the community.

Mountainside Council Looks
At Building Permit Process

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council on Tuesday discussed pro-
posed revisions to the building per-
mit and fee process and debated the
scope of upgrades to the community
room, game and fitness room and
senior lounge at Borough Hall.

Borough Construction Officer Jerry
Eger explained that the New Jersey
Department of Consumer Affairs has
been actively encouraging towns to
reduce the number of inspections and
required building permits in an at-
tempt to “cut through the red tape.”

According to Mr. Eger, the state
has proposed changes to the defini-

tions of “ordinary repairs,” “mainte-
nance” and “minor work.” As a gen-
eral matter, if a homeowner is doing
“ordinary repairs” such as painting or
wall papering they are not required to
obtain a permit or advise their local
building department. “Minor work,”
such as replacing a porch or stoop or
electrical work incidental to the in-
stallation of air conditioning, clothes
dryers and ranges or ovens, does re-
quire a permit. However, there are
exceptions for emergency situations
involving heating, ventilation and air
conditioning systems. Under the
state’s plan, replacing or repairing a
roof, which presently is classified as
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