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Westfield, SP, Cranford to Recall
9/11 Victims During Ceremonies

Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RELIEF FOR HARVEY...Donations, left, at ShopRite in Clark for their Hurri-
cane Harvey Relief Fund.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Local towns will hold
ceremonies on Monday to remember
those lost 16 years ago when terrorists
crashed hijacked airplanes into the
World Trade Center in Manhattan and
the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and
commandeered another flight that went
down when heroic passengers thwarted
yet another attack.

Sixty Union County residents per-
ished in the September 11, 2001 at-
tacks, including eight residents of
Westfield, six from Cranford, one from
Mountainside, three from Scotch Plains,

and nine from Summit.
Westfield will observe the anniver-

sary with a community gathering at the
September 11th Memorial site on North
Avenue at East Broad Street. The com-
memoration ceremony will begin at
6:30 p.m. with opening remarks from
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky. Local clergy
will offer prayers of commemoration
followed by the presentation of the
ceremonial wreath by an honor guard,
the playing of taps, and the singing of
“God Bless America.” Each year the
ceremony concludes with a period of
silent reflection and show of commu-
nity support.

The Westfield memorial, which was
dedicated a year after the attacks, in-
cludes a center obelisk with the names
of all 2,977 victims, fronted by 12 stone
markers inscribed with the names of the
12 Westfield residents and/or those ac-
tive in the community who died: An-
drew Alameno, David Otey Campbell,
Michael A. Davidson, Dean Philip
Eberling, Stephen Mark Fogel, Tho-
mas Glasser, Richard B. Madden, John
“Pepe” Salerno, Jr., See-Wong Shum,
Anthony Starita, Leo Russell Keene III
and James Walsh.

The Cranford World Trade Center
Committee and the Cranford Clergy
Council will host their Service of Re-
membrance at 6:30 p.m. at the  Septem-
ber 11 Memorial Park located at Spring-
field and North Union Avenues. In the
event of inclement weather the service
will be moved to First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford. The service  will
remember its residents who were lost:

Mr. Eberling, Christopher Michael
Grady, Robert Henry Lynch, Gregory
Milanowycz, Thomas M. Regan and
Leonard Joseph Snyder, Jr. Cranford’s
tribute will be moved to the First Pres-
byterian Church across Springfield Av-
enue in case of inclement weather.

Scotch Plains will hold its 9/11 ser-
vice at 6 p.m. at the Scotch Plains 9/11
Memorial Monument at Alan M. Au-
gustine Village Green on Park Avenue
next to the municipal building. The
township’s police, fire and rescue squad
will be represented.  The service will
include remarks by Mayor Al Smith
along with prayers offered by local
clergy in memory of the three Scotch
Plains residents who lost their lives in
the terrorist attacks: Matthew Horning,
James Walsh and Mark Rothenberg.

Also lost on 9/11 was Anthony P.
Infante Jr., of Mountainside, who was
an inspector for the Port Authority Po-
lice.

Union County invites members of
the community to visit the September
11th Memorial Monday, from the morn-
ing hours until 9 p.m., at Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside. Members of the
Union County Sheriff’s Office will pro-
vide a uniformed Honor Guard stand-
ing watch at the memorial from 6 to 9
p.m. The memorial is located near the
Springfield Avenue entrance of Echo
Lake Park on the border of Mountain-
side and Springfield.

New York will again mark the tragic
events of 2001 at Ground Zero with
four moments of silence to observe the
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END OF SUMMER TRADITION...The St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival in Scotch Plains draws a crowd for the
annual end of summer tradition.

SP-F BOE Announces
Appointments, New Hires
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) announced the hiring of over 30
new teachers and three new administra-
tors as well as several appointments/
reappointments for the 2017-2018
school year at the regular public meet-
ing on Thursday.

Wayne Mallette has been appointed
as the new supervisor of fine arts, Lisa
Howard fills the role of world language
supervisor and Peter Pitucco was hired
as the new director of human resources.

The board approved several appoint-
ments/reappointments for officials for
the 2017-2018 school year.

Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki was appointed as board secre-
tary, public agency compliance officer
and custodian of public records.

Anthony Miranda was approved as
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response
Act (AHERA) and asbestos manage-
ment compliance officer, indoor air
quality officer, integrated pest manage-
ment coordinator, the Right to Know
contact person and will share responsi-
bilities as the health and safety officer.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Assistant Principal Ryan Miller was
assigned as Title IX Compliance Of-
ficer, Assistant Superintendent Joan
Mast will fill the role of Affirmative
Action officer for educational programs,
and Park Middle School Principal Lisa
Rebimbas is designated as Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA)/504 of-
ficer and will help with health and
safety officer duties. Dr. Richard
Schaller has been appointed as the
school physician.

Mr. Pitucco was assigned as Affir-
mative Action officer for employment
practices.

In other business, the board approved
the purchase of 300 Chromebooks for
the middle schools, 27 iMacs for
Photoshop Lab in the high school, 15
iPads with AppleCare plus, 200
MacBook Airs for the high school and
staff, 10 iMacs, 250 Chromebooks and
seven carts for the high school and
added grade sections at various elemen-
tary schools.

Additionally, the district approved
27 Dell computers, fiber cabling and
professional services for the elemen-
tary schools, APC UPS units and pro-
fessional services for the board of edu-
cation offices, a wireless access point
license, installation and professional
services for Park and Terrill Middle
Schools, a 10 GIG upgrade to WAN,
professional services for the district
and Apple Inc. iPads for Brunner El-
ementary School and School One.

The total lease dollars spent on the
purchase of the listed equipment will be
at a cost of $521,506.

The board also approved the pur-
chase of new carpeting for the Park
Middle School auditorium and media
center at a cost of $44,602, to be taken
out of the 2016-2017 operating funds.

The board approved an application
for the 2017 Union County Kids Recre-
ation Grant in the amount of $250,000
for the continued improvement to Terrill
Middle School field. An engineering
estimate from T&M Associates roughly
calculates the cost of the improvement
to be $861,000. Depending on the grant
dollars received, the portion to be cov-
ered by the BOE would be between
$244,400 and $284,400, which is 40
percent of the total cost.

The board authorized submission of
requests to the Union County Office of
Education to establish three programs

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUMP IT UP...Bumper cars delight families at the St. Bartholomew/UNICO
Italian Festival in Scotch Plains.

Local Communities Rally
For Hurricane Victims

By KATE BROWNE and
ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Local communities in
Union County have stepped up efforts
to raise funds and collect donations to
aid the victims of Hurricane Harvey in
Texas and Louisiana.

Harvey came ashore August 25 as a
Category 4 hurricane and hovered over
southeast Texas and Louisiana for days,
causing record flooding. More than 50
inches of rain flooded Houston and
left much of the city underwater with
water levels rising in some neighbor-
hoods days after the storm’s passing.
The storm destroyed tens of thousands
of homes, displaced more than 50,000
people and led to more than 60 deaths.
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Director Brock Long
called Harvey the worst disaster in
Texas history.

A message from Westfield Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, posted on the
Westfield town website, offered heart-
felt thoughts and prayers to all those
affected by Hurricane Harvey and
encouraged residents to donate money
to agencies with experience in disas-
ter relief.

Some of the charities listed on the
Westfield town website include the
American Red Cross,
www.redcross.org, 800-RED-
CROSS, The Salvation Army,
www.give.salvationarmyusa.org,
800-SAL-ARMY, The United Way,
www.uwtexas.org/hurricane-harvey,
Catholic Charities USA,
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org, The
Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund,
https://ghcf.org/hurricane-relief/, the
SPCA of Texas, www.spca.org and
the Houston Humane Society,
www.houstonhumane.org. All dona-

tions can be made through the listed
websites.

Westfield resident and Houston na-
tive Benjamin Montez and Rory
Chadwick, owner of Midtown Authen-
tic, a luxury resale shop in downtown
Westfield have organized a donation
event for Texas residents affected by
Hurricane Harvey. The event will be
held this Saturday, September 9, in the
parking lot between Vine Ripe Markets
and McIntyre’s Locksmith, 430-450
North Avenue East in Westfield. Dona-
tions, which can be dropped off be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., will be loaded
onto a tractor-trailer and shipped di-
rectly to those affected by the storm.

The men are collecting only those
items most needed by the hurricane
victims. These are: new bedding in
packages (sheets, blankets, comforter
sets, towels); school supplies (pack-
aged sets, backpacks); baby needs (dia-
pers, cleaning products, formula, pack-
aged food); new packaged undergar-
ments (socks, underwear); toiletries;
cleaning products; laundry detergent;
feminine products; vitamins, minerals,
ointments and other over-the-counter
medications. Donations of clothing are
not needed.

The team is also collecting gift cards
from national stores such as Target,
Wal-Mart, Home Depot and Lowe’s.
The cards will travel down to Texas
with Westfield-based volunteers — Mr.
Montez and Mr. Chadwick and Mr.
Montez’s wife, Trisha — and be deliv-
ered door-to-door to people who can
use the cards to rebuild their lives and
homes. Visa/Amex pre-paid cards also
are being accepted, but donors are re-
minded to activate the cards before
donating them, as many in the Houston
area are still without phone or internet
service.

The Mountainside Volunteer Fire
Department, under the leadership of
volunteer Alex Polce, has partnered
with the New Jersey State Police and
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAYING INFORMED...Engineer Patrick Cole of H2M Associates Inc., stand-
ing, presents the findings of an analysis of Fanwood’s sanitary sewer system to the
borough council Tuesday.

Fanwood Gets Update
On Sanitary Sewer Study
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — H2M Associates,
Inc. presented the findings of an
analysis it conducted for Fanwood
on the state of the sanitary sewer
system at Tuesday night’s borough
council agenda session. Patrick Cole,
an engineer with H2M, said the firm
inspected about 700 manholes that
are owned by the borough. “The
manholes are in fairly good shape,”
he said.

“Your system is characterized as a
low need for maintenance,” Mr. Cole
said.

The challenges of the borough’s
sanitary sewer system is that it is
aging, and it is at the end of its life
span, which is typically 75 years, he
said.

“You are in the time period to be
proactive about this,” Mr. Cole said.

The borough has three options, Mr.
Cole explained: to sell the system; to
form a sewer utility, or to lease access
to the sewer to a franchise.

The Canning Group is one such
entity that could lease the system. Mr.
Cole brought along representatives
of the group and had recommended
the borough pursue the option of leas-

ing.
Frank Bastone of the Canning

Group said the value of the borough’s
system is $1.3 million.

The mayor and council agreed to
read the report submitted by H2M
and to assess all three options before
making a decision.

In other business, Mayor Colleen
Mahr began by asking about two
tax appeals related to Sandberg En-
terprises. The mayor said she
thought this appeal was settled; how-
ever, the resolution calls for an ad-
ditional $5,000 to be paid to the
attorney representing the borough
in the matter.

Those looking to renew parking
permits can do so by e-mailing the
borough and sending in a check, rather
than coming in to Borough Hall and
renewing in-person, said Councilman
Jack Molenaar. The permit pricing
was unavailable, he said.

Elizabeth Jeffrey gave an update
on the borough’s development and
business. The construction of the new
public walkway and plaza expansion
behind the stores along Martine Av-
enue is to begin Monday, September
18, and be completed in about three
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