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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.
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CAMPAIGNING IN FANWOOD...Councilman Russ Huegel and Fanwood Coun-
cil candidate Anthony Carter started going door to door in town this weekend to
listen to residents' concerns and share their vision for Fanwood.
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9/11
times when each plane hit and each
tower fell, beginning at 8:46 a.m. Fam-
ily members of all 9/11 victims are
always invited to attend.

“The Tribute in Light,” comprised of
44, 7,000-watt xenon light bulbs ar-
ranged into two 48-foot squares in the
shape of the Twin Towers, located at
West and Morris Streets in Lower Man-
hattan, will be lit at sunset on 9/11 and
burn brightly until sunrise on Tuesday,
September 12.

in the district and eliminate one pro-
gram for the 2017-2018 school year.

A self-contained multiple disabili-
ties program for kindergarten to grade
2 at Brunner Elementary School and a
self-contained multiple disabilities pro-
gram for grades 2 to 4 at McGinn
Elementary School with an option for
an Extended School Year (ESY) were
established.

A full-day Pre-School-Severe Delay
(PSD) self-contained program for 3- to
5-year-olds at Brunner Elementary
School, with an option for ESY, also
has been set for the new school year.

A self-contained multiple disabili-
ties program for kindergarten to grade
2 at McGinn Elementary School has
been eliminated.

Superintendent Margaret Hayes told
the board that, “The shift for these
programs is usually the result of the
aging out of students.”

The board accepted the 2018 Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) Grant for Basic and Preschool
in the amount of $1,343,098 and the
2018 Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act (ESEA) Grant in the amount
of $215,560.

The board awarded a contract to the
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Author-
ity for joint refuse disposal in the amount
of $309,495. Funding will be taken
from the current operating budget.

A Fanwood resident stood to address
the board and inquired about the place-
ment of trees planted at School One.

Ms. Saridaki told the resident, “the
neighbors were very concerned about
being able to view the parking lot” so
the trees were placed to act as a barrier.

Ms. Saridaki further commented, “if
we put them on the other side of the
sidewalk or in any other place, it would
have reduced the size of the field.”

The board of education has declared
the week of September 10 to 16, 2017,
National Arts in Education Week.

The next open agenda board of edu-
cation meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, September 19.
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Harvey
created a Help for Houston link on the
borough’s website, which contains de-
tails on how residents can assist the
citizens of Houston and the surround-
ing area. Drop boxes for donated items
are located at Borough Hall. The items
will be transported in coordination with
the New Jersey State Police and distrib-
uted from the Hermann Transportation
Services warehouse in downtown Hous-
ton to first responders and the general
public.

Mountainside also posted a special
message on their borough website ask-
ing for non-perishable foods, new dry
clothing, t-shirts, socks, underwear,
undergarments in all sizes, hygiene kits
and supplies, gallon zip-lock bags filled
with toothpaste, tooth brush, shampoo,
soap, blankets, towels, baby diapers
and baby wipes. Supplies donated can
be dropped off at Mountainside Bor-
ough Hall, the Jersey City Department
of Public Works or Hermann Transpor-
tation in Monmouth Junction.

Supplies will be transported in coor-
dination with New Jersey State Police
(NJSP) and distributed in Houston from
the Hermann Transportation Services
warehouse in downtown Houston to
first responders and to the general pub-
lic in need.

Local residents Lynne Suga-
Rafanelli, the owner of the pet boutique
Just 4 Pooches in Cranford, has already
sent several carloads of relief supplies
for both humans and pets to Parlin, Tex.
The store has partnered with Paws of
Love Animal Rescue (POLAR) a Dal-
las-based resource group and is collect-
ing pet food and bowls, flea and tick
medications, and toiletries for people,
baby formula, diapers and gas cards for
those impacted by the storm. To make
room for dogs displaced by the devas-
tation in Dallas, POLAR is transport-
ing existing shelter dogs to New Jersey
for care and adoption. POLAR then
collects the store’s donations and trans-
ports them back to Houston. Just 4
Pooches donates a bag of dog or cat
food, for every donation it receives.

Several area churches and syna-
gogues are also actively supporting the
relief efforts. The Evangel Church in
Scotch Plains is working with Convoy
of Hope, a faith-based nonprofit which
currently has teams in place in some of
the hardest hit areas including Rockport,
Sugarland and Corpus Christie. Inter-
ested parties can donate by clicking
“give” and in the section selecting “Be-
nevolence/Hurricane Harvey” or mak-
ing checks payable to Evangel Church.

Temple Emanu-El on East Broad
Street in Westfield is accepting dona-
tions to help and support the communi-
ties impacted by the storm.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, arch-
bishop of Newark, authorized a special
voluntary collection in all parishes of
the Archdiocese of Newark during this
past weekend as well this weekend’s
masses, September 9 and 10, according
to a press release from the archdiocese.
In addition, St. Agnes Roman Catholic
Church in Clark collected funds from

masses on September 3 and plans to
donate the funds to Catholic Charities
USA. The Reverend Dennis J. Cohan,
pastor, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times he was proud to do-
nate funds to the charity “with the low-
est overhead in the country.”

Union County residents also have
the opportunity to help alleviate critical
blood shortages created by the onslaught
from Hurricane Harvey. Community
Blood Services will conduct a commu-
nity blood drive on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 26, at the Healthcare Training Insti-
tute, 1969 Morris Avenue, Union, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The process is quick
and easy, and no advance registration is
required. All donors will receive a free
cholesterol screening.

Local food stores have created pro-
grams that accept donations to assist
those who are suffering. Needed items
for the Hurricane Harvey Relief
Fundraiser being sponsored by
ShopRite in Clark include diapers, baby
wipes, canned food, toothpaste, soap,
shampoo, washcloths, baby formula,
baby food, toothbrushes, deodorant,
towels, sneakers and men’s and
women’s undershirts. Items can be
brought to customer service or to a
table set up in front of register eight.

“ShopRite of Clark always tries to
help the community, by any means nec-
essary,” ShopRite associate Latoya
Hicks told The Times.

Whole Foods in Clark and all Whole
Food stores nationally are supporting the
relief efforts by matching cash donations
made via Amazon for up to one million
dollars to the American Red Cross.

Many local pet stores are also finding
ways to help the numerous animals that
have been affected by Hurricane Harvey.
Clark Petco associate Erin Decicco told
The Times any donations that go through
the register go to Texas and Louisiana
for Hurricane Harvey and Petco cus-
tomers can purchase clearance food
items that will be donated to Home for
Good Dogs and Linden Animal Shel-
ter, two places taking in dogs that have
been rescued from the devastation of
Hurricane Harvey.

The Petco Foundation “announced
nationally that any money donated
through this Saturday, September 9,
will completely go to Texas and Loui-
siana Animal Welfare Organization,”
Ms. Decicco told The Times.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRIED GOODNESS...Zeppoles are part of the annual St. Bartholomew/UNICO
Italian Festival in Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains Redevelop.
Efforts Gearing Up Again

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said on Tuesday that,
with the summer season over, down-
town redevelopment efforts will gear up
again in the fall, with a second town
hall-style meeting scheduled for next
month and preliminary conceptual
sketches being readied for the public.

At the township council’s meeting
this week, the mayor said the Wednes-
day, October 4 meeting at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School will be similar to
one held in July, with downtown busi-
ness and property owners, and inter-
ested residents, hearing from members
of the downtown redevelopment com-
mittee, which was formed earlier this
year, about what a revived business dis-
trict might look like in the next five and
10 years.

The mayor said a questionnaire per-
taining to the downtown is being devel-
oped and will be available on the
township’s website and at town events
such as Scotch Plains Day and other
downtown activities. Additionally, he
said that concepts and sketches will
soon be put together to give the public
some ideas of the committee’s own vi-
sion for the central business district. The
committee’s next monthly meeting will
be held on Wednesday, September 13.

The initial focus on downtown rede-
velopment is on properties and busi-
nesses located in the Phase 1 area along
Park Avenue from Grand Street to
Westfield Avenue and the first block-
and-a-half of East Second Street. Deputy
Mayor Llewellyn Jones said on Tuesday
that the planning board’s investigation
into redeveloping that portion of the
downtown business district is expected
to be discussed later this month or early
in October. Township Manager Al
Mirabella said this week that Thomas
Strowe was hired last month to lead
some of the redevelopment efforts.

In a related move, the council intro-
duced an ordinance setting out fees to be
charged by township professionals to
evaluate and review concept plans sub-
mitted by developers and others, mostly

related to potential downtown develop-
ment projects.

In other business at its brief meeting,
the governing body was informed of the
township’s upgraded bond rating, to the
highest level possible — Aaa — making
Scotch Plains the fourth Union County
municipality with the highest bond rat-
ing. This upgrade was the second in two
years by Moody’s Investors Service. Mr.
Mirabella said the “outstanding rating is
a result of excellent fiscal oversight,
strong management and sound budget-
ing,” and will allow the township to
borrow money at cheaper interest rates.
Calling the boosted bond rating “good
news for the taxpayers of Scotch Plains,”
Mayor Smith said it reflected “the excel-
lent financial management of the town-
ship over the last several years.”

The council also approved a resolu-
tion increasing by $10,000 its payment
for animal control services — from
$55,000 to $65,000. This led Deputy
Mayor Jones to ask that the township
“work hard” to find less-expensive ani-
mal control services next year. The
deputy mayor, noting excess funds left
over from the summer roadwork pro-
gram, asked that some of those funds be
used to improve the sidewalks around
the schools in town.
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Fanwood
to four weeks, Ms. Jeffrey said. The
parking spaces along the walkway
area will be closed weekdays during
construction.

The former site of A&P at 105
South Avenue is expected to have a
mixed-use residential and retail space,
and the planning is underway.

This Sunday a fall arts and crafts
festival is to be held at the train sta-
tion. Fanny Wood Day is slated for
Sunday, September 17.

K9 Resorts also has inquired about
expanding its facility should the bor-
ough decide to vacate a road known
as old South Avenue, she said.

The paving of Poplar Place is to

begin and could take about eight
weeks, Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos said. The borough may
move a $55,000 county grant that was
to be used for North Avenue to the
Poplar Place project because the
county would not grant an extension
on the North Avenue project that has
been pushed back to the spring of
2018, Mr. Panagopoulos said.

Also, Frank Spallone was selected
as the new construction official by the
borough council at a special meeting
held prior to the agenda session. Mr.
Spallone will work 20 hours a week
in the position. He replaces Bruce
Helmstetter.

Publisher Issues Apology
Regarding Advertisement
Last week a terrible error was made in publishing an

advertisement that is insensitive and out of line. I deeply
regret this and apologize to the community, our readers and
the Tooley family. I ask for your forgiveness. I have revamped
our procedures to prevent future such mistakes. This will not
occur again.

Horace Corbin, Publisher,
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times


